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An.T.  i .  Proceedings  of  the  AffociaUon  far  promoting  the  Difiovery  ^ 
iff  the  Interior  Parts  of  Africa.  London :  printed 'by  C.  MaCra^*  ^ 
Printer  to  the  Affociation.  4to.  236  Pages.-  .  ^  ^ 

^HIS  unpiibliflied  work  i$  the  early  fruit  of  the  refpcj^ble^ 
and  well-known  aflbciation  defcribed  in  the  title ;  .ah  aflb-  . 
^iation  whofe  cxiftence  does  honour  to  this  age  and  country,^ 
and  whofe  qbjc£l  f^nfis  miidi  more  rational  and  attainable  t^h.r 
that  of  the  focieties  de  fide  propaganda^  whofe  miiSonaries  have 
attempted  to  fo  little  purpofe  to  inftil  into  the  unprepared  minds  ^ 
of  untutored  favages  the  relined*  morality  of  eniighteried  couiw. 
tries,  and.  the  myfterious  dodrihes  of  reiigiom 

The  African  Society  was' inftitutetl  June  the  ^th,  1788,  under 
the  condition  that  each  member  fhould  fubferibe  five  guineas  for 
three  years,  and  that^at  or  after  that  period  he  fliould  be  at  li-^ 
berly  to  withdraw  himfdf,  on  giving  a  year’s  notice;  that  a 
committee  of  three  members,*  a  trealurer  and  a  fecrct^  to  be  ^ 
chofen  by  ballot,  (hduld  have  the  direftiOn  of  the  plan  or  difeo-^. 
very,  ana  the  management  of  the  funds  ;  with  fome  other  articles* 
of  lefs  confequence.  The. committee  chofen.  were.  Lord  Raw-, 
don,  the  BiiTiop  of  LlandafF,  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Mr.  Beaufoy, 
ai^d  Mr.  Stuart.  Such  were  the"  zed  and  expedition  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  that  Mr.  Ledyard  left  London  on  the  30th  of  June,  1788, 
with  in(tru6tions  to  proceed  to  Cairo,  to  go  from  the  capital  of 
Egypt  to  Sennar,  and  then  to  crofs  Africa  in  the  fuppofed  lati¬ 
tude  of  the  river  Niger,  that  is,  between  the  15th  and  20th 
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degrees  of  north  latitude.  Mr.  Ledyard  appears  to  have  beeM 
one  of  thofc  extraordinary  men  whom  the  fpirit  of  adventure^ 
and  an  infatiable  curiofity,  ftimulate  to  brave  the  danger,  toil, 
and  inconvenience  of  forcing  or  finding  their  way  through  bar¬ 
barous  and  unexplored  countries.  He  had  lived  many  years 
with  the  Indians  of  America,  of  which  country  he  was  a  native ; 
had  made  with  Captain  Cooke  the  voyage  of  the  world,  as  cor¬ 
poral 'of  marines,  and  on  his  return  had  determined  to  travel 
over  land  to  Kamtfchatka,  intending,  no  doubt,  to  crofs  Ame¬ 
rica  from  weft  to  eaft :  ‘  With  no  more  than  ten  guineas  in  his 

*  purfe  he  croffed  to  Oftend,  and  proceeded,  by  way  of  Den- 
^  mark  and  the  Sound,  to  Stockholm,  from  whence,  as  it  was 

*  winter,  he  attempted  to  traverfe  the  gulf  of  Bothnia  on  the 

*  ice,  in  order  to  reach  Kamtfchatka  by  the  (horteft  way ;  but 

*  finding,  when  he  came  to  the  middle  of  the  fea,  that  the  water 
^  was  not  frozen,  he  returned  to  Stockholm,  and,  taking  his 

*  courfe  northward,  walked  into  the  arSic  circle ;  and,  puffing 
^  round  the  head  of  the  gulf,  defeended  on  its  eaftern  fide  to 
^  Peterlburgh/ 

Thence,  having  obtained  twenty  guineas  for  a  draught  on  Sir 
Jofeph  Banks,  who  had  been  his  chief  benefa£for  before,  he 
travelled  fix  thouf^d  miles  through  Siberia  to  Yakutz,  and 
thence  ‘  proceeded  to  Oc%akowy  intending  to  crofs  to  I^mt- 
fehatka  by  fea ;  but,  finding  the  navigation  obftruded  by  ice, 
he  returned  to  Yakutz,  in  order  to  wait  for  the  conclufion  of 
winter*  But,  ‘  in  confcquence  of  fufpicions  not  hitherto  ex- 

*  plained,  or  refentments  for  which  no  reafon  is  affigned  *,  he, 

*  was  there  feized,  in  the  emprefs*s  name,  by  two  RuiSan  fol- 
<  diers,  who  placed  him  in  a  fledge,,  and  conveying  him,  in  the 

*  depth  of  winter,  through  the  deferts  of  Tartary,  left  him  at 
^  laft  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland.  As  they  parted,  they  told  him 

*  that  if  he  returned  to  RulEa  he  would  certainly  be  hanged ; 

*  but  that  if  he^chofe  to  go  back  to  England  they  wiflied  him 

*  a  plcafant  journey  where,  after  ftruggling  with  v^ious  hard- 
Ibips,  he  arrived.  * 

In  this  narrative  the  compiler  or  printer  feems  to  have 
miftaken  the  frontier  town  of  Oczakow,  well  known  for  the. 
fieges  it  has  endured  from  tl^  Ruffians,  .for. the  town  and  har¬ 
bour  of  Ochotz  op  the  fea  of  Kamtfchatka* 

...  , 

■  1^  ,1  ■!  I  ,  ,  ,  ‘  .  . . .  V.- 

.  ^  Perhaps  his  impatient  temper,  for  fo  it  appears  to  have  re* 
xnained,  in  fpiteof  aill  his  fcbeeling^  to  the  lafl,  led  him  to  ufe  fome 
imprudent  expreffions.  He  certau^y  mull  have  given  umbrage  to 
the  ^efnment  at  Yakutz* 

*^.3  .  The 
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’  The  hopes  of  the  Society  from  a  traveller  thus  eager  to  ob- 
fervc,  and  qualified  to  compare,  the  face  of  different  countries, 
and  the  manners  of  different  nations,  were  difappointed  by  hrs 
death,  which  happened  at  Cairo,  whence  he  communicated  lome 
information,  obtained  from  inquiries  among  the  African  flaves 
expofed  to  falc  in  the  Egyptian  market.  He  was  to  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Sennar ;  and  would  probably  have  gone  to  Fezzan, 
thchce  to  Tombuftocs  and  from  Tombudloo  he  might  hav^^ 
found  his  way  to  thd  Senegal  river.  What  few  obfervations  he 
made  at  Cairo  imprefs  us  with  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  hts 
ieal  than  judgment  or  temper.  He  imagines  the  Copts  to  have 
been  the  origin  of  the  negro  race ;  for  the  nofe  and  lips  cor- 
refpond  with  thofe  of  the  negro.  But,  he  adds,  the  hair,  when¬ 
ever  I  can  fee  it  among  the  people  here,  the  Copts,  is  curled ; 
tiot  clofe  like  the  negroes,  but  like  the  mulattocs.  Iii  an 
Abyffiiiian  woman  and  a  Bengal  man  the  colour,  features,  and 
perfons,  were  alike.  It  is  curious,  but  by  no  means  furprifing, 
that  the  women  fhould  be  tattooed,  like  the  w^omen  on  the  north- 
iveft  coaft  of  America  •,  that  the  cuftom  of  ftaining  the  parts 
red  fhould  prevail,,  as  in  Cochin-China  and  North  Tartary; 
that  the  mafk  or  veil  worn  by  the  women  refembles  exadUy  that 
worn  by  the  priefts  at  Otaheite,  and  thofe  feen  at  the  Sandwich 
iflandsk  Biic  fuch  coincidences  point  to  no  community  of 
origin,  and  are  derived  merely  from  the  fameiaefs  of  human' na¬ 
ture.  He  obferves  that  the  dogs  at  Cairo  arc  of  ‘  juft  the  fame 
^  fpecies^  as  thofe  at  Otaheite. 

Of  the  flaves  from;  Sennar  he  obferves  that  they  are  a  fizcable, 
well-formed  people,  with  what,  I  believe,  we  call  the  true 
Guinea  face,  and  with  curled  fhort  hair.  Soon  afterwards,  he 
fays  that  among  a  -  dozen  Sennar  flaves  he  faw  three  pcrfdhable 
men,  of  a  good  bright  olive  colour.  The  queftion  concerning 
the  identity  of  the  human  fpecies  can  never,  in  our  opinion,*  be 
probably  decided  by  arguments  derived  from  natural  hlftory  till 
Africa  is  explored.  And  for  the  folution  of  the  miffionaries  of 
the  African  AiTociation  we  propofe  this  problem,  Whether  the 
Arabs,  'vidio  have  carri^  their  religion  into*  the  countries  of  the 
blacks, -have'becn  converted  into  negroes  by  die  influence  of  the 
climate,  exerted  during  mofe  than  a  thoufand  years ;  or,  if  w'c 
fuppofe  the  wandering  Moors  to  have  been  incorporated  with 
the  Saracen  conquerors  of  Africa,  whom  they  did  not  ill  re- 
femble^  the  queftioiv  will  require  only  the  change*  or  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  name.  THe  remark  of  Ledyard  tends  towards  a  folu¬ 
tion  in  the  negative.  The  account  of  his  death,  in  which  the 
ctrcumftances  are  perhaps  foftcneJ,  docs  not  prejudice  us  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Ms  temper.  ‘  A  bilious  complaint,  the  confequence  of 
‘  vexatious  del^  in' the  promifed  departure  of  the*  caravan,* 

A  a  induced 
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induc^  him  haftily  to  fwallow  too  powerful  a  dofc  of  the  vi¬ 
triolic  acid.  His  impatience  from  the  pain  produced  by  this 
dofc  caufcd  him  to  have  recourfe  to  the  ‘  violent  adlion  of  the 
*  ftrongcft  emetic  tartar.*  The  quotations  p.  41,  42,  betray 
either  afFe<Sled  zeal  or  ignorant  cnthufiafm.  ^ 

Mr.  Lucas,  who  was  to  proceed  from  Tripoli  to  Fezzan, 
and  then  to  have  penetrated  the  fouthern  regions  till  he  emerged 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia  on  the  weft,  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
to  the  fouth  of  Africa,  had  been  captured  by  a  Sallee  rover, 
and  remained  three  years  in  captivity.  He  was  then  fent  as 
vicc-conful,  and  remained  fevcral  years  in  Morocco.  He  ar¬ 
rived  at  Tripoli  on  the  25th  of  Odlobcr,  1788,  where  he  was 
w^ell  received  by  the  Baftiaw,  .or  fovereign,  and  the  Bey,  his 
cldcft  fon.  In  concerting  meafures  for  the  profecution  of  his 
journey,  he  meets  with  two  Sherifs,  or  defeendants  of  Mahomet, 
who  had  brought  merchandife  from  Fezzan,  and  one  of  whom 
was  the  fon-in-law  of  the  king  of  that  country,  and  the  other 
had  been  often  employed  as  his  factor  in  the  flave-trade.  They 
engage  to  convey  him  to  Fezzan  ;  but  a  rebellion  of  the  tribu¬ 
tary  Arabs,  by  whom  Mr.  Lucas  might  have  been  captured, 
makes  him  liften  to  the  propofal  of  a  Maraboof,  or  Moorifli 
faint,  to  convey  him  to  his  deftination  ;  a  fufpicion  of  the  faint’s 
fidelity,  or  a  fit  of  irrefolution,  prevents  his  fetting  out,  and  he 
accompanies  the  Sherifs  to  Mifurata  (Mezrata  in  D’Anville*s 
maps),  to  which  port  they  had  fent  their  goods  from  Tripoli 
byfea.  At  Mifurata  they  cannot  procure  camels,  on  account 
of  the  difturbances,  to  convey  their  goods  inland.  The'Fezzan 
merchants  are  obliged  to  lodge  their  goods  in  the  public  ftore- 
rooms  at  Mifurata ;  and  Mr.  Lucas  returns  to  England  empty 
handed  as  to  any  information,  except  what  he  gathered  during 
his  eight  day’s  journey  to  Mifurata,  and  what  he  collefted  from 
the  Sherif  Imhammed,  which,  with  (bme  additional  matter,  oc¬ 
cupies  the  volume  from  p.  73  to  p.  207. 

.  Mr.  Lucas’s  fcheme  to  draw  knowledge  from  Imhammed, 
who  had  travelled  much  in  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  was 
well  imagined.  After  having  cultivated  his  friendfliip  with. much 
affiduity,  he  one  evening  laid  before  him  a  map  of  Africa,  ex¬ 
plained  its  ufe,  told  him  that  he  intended  it  for  a  prefent  to  the 
King  of  Fei^n ;  and  added,  that  as  he  had  difeovered  feveral 
errors,  he  intended  to  draw  another.  This  information  a£ling 
upon  the  African  as  Mr.  Lucas  wifhed,  he  offered  to  draw 
another  for  Imhammed’s  ufe,  if  he  would  furnifli  him  with  what 
he  knew  of  countries,  diftances,  &c.  The  Shcrif’s  informa¬ 
tion  was  read  by  Lucas  to  the  governor  of  Mifurata,  who  had 
been  at  Fezzan,  and  who  ftrongly  confirmed  it,  and  By  tl^  So¬ 
ciety’s  cotumittec  was  contrafied  with  an  account  obtained  in 

London 
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London  from  Ben  Alli,  a  native  of  Morocco,  of  thecoun-' 
tries  tp  the  fouth  of  the  defert  of  Zahara,  which  he  in  the  courfc 
of  his  cxtenfive  travels  as  a  merchant  had  formerly  vifited. 

The  lirft  part  of  the  information  thus  obtained,,  authentic 
catcd  and  fomctimes  corrected,  as  it  has  been  arranged  and  em- 
bclliftied  by  the  falfe  ornament  of  a  moft  afFeded  ftyle,  dcfcribes 
the  journey  from  Mifurata  to  Fezzan,  enumerates  the  chief 
towns  of  that  fmall  kingdom,  defcribes  its  climate,  produdions, 
inhabitants,  revenue,  and  government.  Fezzan,  like  Palmyra, 
is  an  Oafis  in  the  great  defert,  a  fertile  illand  in  an  ocean  of 
burning  and  moveable  fands.  A  journey  of  feventeen  or  eighteen* 
days  condu6fs  the  caravan  to  Mowrzouk,  the  capital,  and  the 
di/tance  of  three' hundred  and  ninety  miles  to  the  fouth.  The 
capital  is  fortified  by  a  wall ;  two  other  towns  exhibit  magni¬ 
ficent  ruins.  Much  of  the  province  of  Mendrah  is  a  level  of 
hard  and  barren  foil ;  but  the  quantity  of  Xrona,  which  the 
compiler  calls  a  fpectes  of  foffil  alkali,  tnat  floats  on  the  furface, 
or  fettles  on  the  banks  of  its  numerous  fmoaking  lakes,  places  it 
higher  than  the  moft  fertile  diftri£fs.  The  alkali  is  ufed  for  the 
dye  of  the  red  Morocco  leather,  &c.  Seven  towns  are  particu- 
larifed ;  there  are  faid  to  be  an  hundred  more  fmaller  towns  and 
villages.  In  each  town  there  is  a  regular  market.  Mutton  and 
goat’s  flefti  from  four  to  five  (hillings  a  quarter ;  camel’s  flefh 
dearer.  Rain  is  unknown;  the  heat  of  fummer  is  fo  intenfe  as 
to  threaten  fufFocation  if  they  do  not  moiften  their  apartments. 
How  the  want  of  rain  is  owing  to  the  circle  of  mountains  by 
which  Fezzan  is  almoft  furrounded,  we  leave  to  the  compiler  to 
explain  as  he  can.  The  catalogue  of  plants  produced  by  the 
foil  of  Fezzan  is  far  from  fcanty ;  and  the  lower  claflfes  are  well' 
fupplied  with  Indian  l^orn,  dates,  apricots,  pomegranates,  cala-* 
bathes,  cucumbers,  and  garden  ifcots,  to  which  the  more  opur 
lent  add  wheat  bread,  with  mutton,  the  flefti  of  the  goat,  camel, 
antelope,  and  a  great  variety  of  fruits.  If  the  Jlatiflical  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  deicendant  of  the  prophet  is  to  be  trufted,  this' 
little  kingdom  has  a  regular  fyftem  of  taxation;  and  juftice  is* 
adminiftered  with  as  equal  and  firm  an  hand  by  the  despotic  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  country,  as,  according  to  fome  anecdotes,  we  are 
taught  to  believe  it  was  in  England  in  the  good  old  time  of 
Alfred.  An  offender  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  confined  by  an  ima-  • 
ginary^  barrier  drawn  round  him  by  his  accufer.  They  make 
their  payments  in  gold  duft,  and  of  courfe  not  in  coined  money, . 
but  by  weight. 

The  next  chapter  defcribes  the  mode  of  travelling  in  Africa,  • 
The  caravans  move  in  the  winter  feafon  only.  In  the  northern 
fandy  regions  the  camel  is  the  beaft  of  burden  ;  in  the  fouthern, 
ivhich  iure  uneven,  this^  fon  of  the  defert  is  exchanged  for 

'A3  qu^rupeds 
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quadrupeds  of  harder  hoof,  the  mule,  als^  and  horfe.  The  tn^ 
Yallds  of  Europe  rpay  envy  the  eafe  and  convenience  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  litter :  . 

*  A  particular  mode  of  cafy  conveyance  is  provided  fpr  the  wq- 
men  and  children,  and  fick  and  infirm.  Six  or  "eight  camels  axe 
yoked  together  in*  a  row,  ’and  a  number,  of  tent  poles  are  laid  acrofi^ 
their  backs ;  thefe  arc  covered  with  carpets,  and  bags  of  cprn  arc  fu- 
peradded  to  bring’  the  floor  to  a  level,  as  well  as  to  foften  the  harfh- 
ncfs’of  the  earners  mbyement ;  other  carpets  are  then  fpread,  and  the 
traveller  fits  or  lies  down  with  as  much  convetiience  as  if  he  reded 

on  a  couch.^ 

\ 

Fezzanfeems  to  be  the  centre  of  the  interior  comn^ercc  of 
Africa.  Their,  caravans  traverfe  a  vaft  extent  of  country,  much 
of  it  barren  (jand,  before,  they  arrive  at  the  fouthern  empires  of 
il^ornon  and  Calbna^  and  they  communicate  alfo  with  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  Egypt.  In  Bprnoo3i  which  extends  from  the  i6®  to  the 

of  north  latitude,  has  one  feafon  of  exceflivc  and  one  of 
moderate  heat ;  the  former  is  rainy  and  flormy.  They  are  laid 
to,  cultivate,  two  fpecies  of  Indian  corn,  one  of  which  ripens  in 
Icls  than  three  months  after  it  is  fown.  They  have  no  wheat 
nor  barley.  Their  fruits  are  grapes,  apricots,  pomegranates, 
lemons,  limes,  and  melons.  Their  Kedeynah  ferves  inftead  of 
the  olive,  fupplying  an  expreffed  oil.  The  Dondoo.  refembles 
the  potatoe  in  its  ufe.  Their  animals  are  luch  as  may  be 
expected  in  a  tropical  climate.  Little. dependence  is  probably  ta 
be  placed  in  the  Sher^ef’s  zoology.  A  cow  or  bull  is  valued  at 
fix  (hillings,  a  flieep  at  three,  an  oftrich  al  fix,  an  antelope  at  one 
(hilling  and  fixpence,  a  camel  about  feven  pounds,  and  an  horfc 
about  five.  The  ruling  people  are  Mahometans  \  but  paganifm 
is  likewifc  profefled  in  the  empire.  Their  languages  are  very 
various.  The  monarchy  is  eledlive,  but  the  choice  is  made 
among  the  king’s  fons.  A  ceremony,  like  that  of  t}ie  ancient 
Egyptians,  is  laid  to  be  obferved.  In  the  apartment  where  the 
corpfc  of  his  predeceffor  is  depofited  the  elders  point  out  to  the 
new  king  the  defedls  and  excellencies  of  the  former  reign.  Thenj 
‘  from.this  dread  feene  of  terrible  inftrudlion,’  the  ncwlr- elcdled 
fovereign  is  inverted  with  all  the  flayes  and  two-thirds  of  the 
lands  aind  csLttle  of  the  former,  king,  the  reft  being  refer ved  for 
the.  other  children.  Thefe,  like  other  fiivages,  are  devoted 
gamblers.  Their  game  is  drafts  ;  the  better  fort  play  at  chefs.' 
Borneo,  in  return  for  copper  and  brafs,  imperial  diollars,  coarfe 
woollens  and  linens  and  carpets,  giyes  gold  duft,  (laves,  horfes, 
oftrich  feathers,  fait,  ‘  and  civet.  The  Haves^  are  reported  to 
come  from,  the  fouth'-eaft ;  for  the  kingdom*  of  Begafmec  lies 
in  that,  dir edUon  i  and  the  natives  of  tUs; kingdom^  who,  like. 

'  *  thole 
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thpfe  of  Bomoo  and  Caflina,  are  black,  but  not  of  the  negro  caft, 
annually  invade  fome  tribes  of  negroes  that  lie  to  the  caft,  and 
drive  away  their  captives  like  cattle  to  Bornoo,  whence  they  are 
brought  to  Tripoli  by  the  Fezzaners.  Here  it  feems  evident 
that  the  demands  of  commerce  are  the  caufe  of  war.  Befides 
the  Niger,  another  river  runs  through  Bornoo,  and  is  imbibed 
by  the  fands.  Salt  lakes  in  the  province  of  Doniboo  feem  to 
fijpply  the  receffes  of  Africa  with  this  neceflary.  The  civet  is 
faid  to  be  procured  by  irritating  the  animal,  confined  in  a  cage, 
till  a  copious  perfpiration  breaks  ou^  which  is  feraped  ofF,  efpe- 
cially  what  appears  on  the  tail,  and  preferved  in  a  bladder.  One 
cat  afFords  half  an  ounce,  but  is  kilW  by  the  torment. 

The  account  of  Bornoo  will  give  a  pretty  good  idea  of 
Caflina  alfo.  One  of  the  provinces  fupplies  the  beft  Senna* 
The  people  feem  rather  more  induftrious  j  the  catalogue  of  ex¬ 
ports  and  imports  is  fomewhat  more  ample.  The  Cowry,  a 
fea-(hell  brought  from  the  coaft  by  the  Fezzaners,  ferves  for 
fpecie.  Of  the  more  fouthern  countries  not  much  information 
could  be  gathered  from  the  Shereef.  Some  names  of  countries, . 
and  a  general  catalogue  of  articles* of  traffic,  forna  the  princip4 
part.  The  articles  received  by  the  Fezzaners  are  gold,  flaves, 
cotton  cloth,  goat  (kins  of  a  beautiful  dye,  cows  and  buffaloes’ 
hides,  with  a  fpecies  of  nut  that  appears  throughout  Africa  tq 
be  among  the  neceffaries  of  life.  It  might  add  to  the  luxuries 
of  Europe,  perhaps  be  a  wholefome  fubftitute  for  tea,  if  the 
bitter  it  communicates  to  water  be  as  agreeable  to  our  refined 
palates  as  it  is  faid  to  be'  to  that  of  the  African :  its  name  is 
Gooroo.  The  Fezzaners  bring  to  thefe  countries  fait,  Dutch 
knives,  fabre  bhdes,  carpets,  coral,  beads,  looking-glafles,  civet, 
imperial  dollars,  and  brafs  for  the  manufafture  of  female  orna¬ 
ments.  Fire-arms  arc  kept  from  the  knowledge  of  the  tribes  on 
the  fouth  of  the  Niger  by  the  policy  of  the  kings  of  the  coaft,' 
who,  fearing  left  their  own  independence  fhould  be  loft,  have 
hitherto  prevented  this  article  of  traffic  from  pafling  the  limits  of 
their  dominions. 

In  a  retrofpe(ft  which  the  next  chapter  takes  of  the  trade  of 
the  Fezzaners,  who  may  be  confidcred  as'  the  carriers  of  the 
continent,  we  learn  that  brafs  and  copper  are  worth  four  fhil- 
lings  per  pound  in  the  Bornoo  market,  and  that  ten  camels* 
load,  or  two  tons,  were  tranfported  by  the  caravan  with  which 
Mr.  Lucas  proceeded  to  Mifurata. 

,  The  tenth  chapter  deferibes,  according,  to  the  governor  of 
Mifurata,  the  route  from  Mourzouk  to  Cairo. 

The  concluding  chapter  points  out  fome  cqnclufions  fuggefted 
by  the  preceding  narrative.  Acomparifon  of  it  with  that  of. 
Leo  Africanus  ftiews  fome  advance  in  civililauon  in  the  inha^ 

A  4  bitants 


8  Proceedings  of  the  African  Affniailoth. 

bitants  of  Bornoo,  who  have  exchanged  the  nakcdncfi-  of  la-t 
vagcs,  or  the  (kins  of  beads,  for  the  comfort  of  a  cotton  drefs^ 
The  religion  of  Mahomet  has  gained  ground,  but  has  not  beea 
propagated  by  the  fword. . 

The  compiler  thinks  that  the  philofopher’s  attention  may  be; 
engaged  by  the  ufe  of  the  Cowrie  for  fpecie  prevailing  both  in 
Caflinaand  Bengal.  He  is  of  opinion  that  it  can  fcarce  be  im¬ 
puted  to  the  ufual  caiifes  of  fimilar  cuftoms  among  nations  re¬ 
mote  and  unconneited.  He,  however,  cautioufly  leaves  it  with 
the  general  obfervation  that  it  is  a  curious  and  interefting  phe¬ 
nomenon.  What  accident  firft  brought  the  (hells  of  the  Mal- 
diva  illands  to  the  knowledge  of  thefc  people  may  not  be  eafily 
conjedured ;  but  that  they  (hould  agree  to  ufe  them,  may  be 
nnderftood  from  their  forrn  and  fize ;  their  motives  feem  pre- 
cifely^the  fame  as  thofe  which  induced  more  improved  countries 
to  fubftitute  coin  for  a  (hapelefs  mafs  of  metal.  No  one  at  leaft 
will  infer  a  common  origin  from  this  cuftom  being  common  to 
both  countries. 

This  narrative  certainly  removes  much  of  the  terror  of  an  ex¬ 
pedition  into  the  inner  countries  of  Africa.  It  gives  to  us  the 
idea  pf  much  lefs  hazard  than  has  been  encountered  by  thofe 
who  come  by  the  way  of  the  Red  fe^  from  the  Kad-Indies. 
Some  of  our  adventurous  and  independent  countrymen  may  be 
tempted  by  it  to  vie  with  the  future  cniifi'aries  of  the  Society. 

The  fair  profpeft  of  an  increafe  of  commerce  concludes  the 
chapter.  ‘  Countries,*  it  is  obferved,  ‘  new  to  the  fabrics  of 
i  England,  and  probably  inhabited  by  more  than  an  hundred  mil- 
\  Jipns  of  people,  may  be  gradually  opened  to  her  trade.*  There 
yvould  undoubtedly  be  a  large  demand  for  fire-arms.  The  Gam¬ 
bia  and  the  fettlement  at  Sierra  Leona,  are  the  points  from  whicH 
the  Englilh  caravans  are  direded  to  fet  out.  Cotton  and  gold 
^re  the  articles  they  would  bring  back.  •  " 

A  map  and  a  memoir  by  the  mafter  hand  of  Major  Rennel 
9dorn  and  illuftrate  the.  volume,  wliich  we  ^^pe  will  be  foon 
given  to  public  curlofity.  Report,  and  an  intimation  in  the  jn- 
trodu£tion,  feem  jto  infinuate  the  contrary.  Yet  the  avowed  de- 
frgn  of  promoting  the  commerce  and ‘manufa6tures  of  their 
country  implies  the  neceffity  of  diffufing^  the  information  they 
procure  as  widely  as  poflible;  The  firft  polTeffion  of  intelligence 
may.be  due  to  the  fubfenbers;  but  publication  feems  due  to 
confiftency ;  for  how  otherwife  ‘  can  they  point  out  and  re- 
*  commend  to  their  country  the  yarious  intelligence  obtained 
5  by  their  firft  efFort.f  We  may  hope,  therefore,  that  the  liberal 
^  fpirit  which  brought  them  together  apd  prefided  over  their  firft 
"defigns,  will  be  exemplified  in  this  particular  alfo. 

r'  **'  M 
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Since  this  volume  has  been  printed  the  committee  have  com¬ 
municated  fome  more  recent  intelligence  to  the  fubferibers. 
Among  other  circumftances,  a 'new  city,  larger  than  an^  city 
in  Europe  except  London,  is  faid  to  have  been  difeovered  in  the 
interior  parts  of  Africa. 

Art.  II.  Tht  Philofiphy  of  Natural  Mifiory,  By  JVtlliam  Stiullity 
Member  of  the  4nUquarian  and  Royal  Societies  of  Edinburgh, 

tto.  il.  IS.  boards.  Edinburgh,  printed :  fold  by  Cadell, 
>ondon.  1 790. 

f  Concluded.  ] 

• 

‘^HAP.  XIII.  treats  of  the  habitations  of  animals.  Quadru* 
^  peds  are  furnifhed  with  thick  (kins  covered  with  hair,  which 
is  fulficient  to  prote  A  them  from  the  common  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  When  the  feafon  is  ipore  inhofpitable,  they  (belter 
themfelves  under  trees  and  bufhes,  or  retire  under  the  cover  of 
projecting  ^ rocks.  Mr.  Smellie  daferibes  particularly  the  man¬ 
ners  and  habitations  of  the  Alpine  marmot,  the  beaver,  and  the 
mole.  We  fliall  tranferibe  the  lad  : 

*  They  begin  (the  moles)  by  railing  the  earth,  and  forming  a 
pretty  high  arch.  They  leave  partitions,  or  a  kind  of  pillars,  at 
certain  dillances,  beat  and  prefs  the  earth,  intenveave  it  with  the 
roots  of  plants,  and  render  it  fo  hard  and  folid,  that  the  water  can* 
not  penetrate  the  vault,  on  account  of  its  convexity  and  firmnefs. 
They  then  elevate  a  little  hillock  under  the  principal  arch ;  upon 
the  latter  they  lay  herbs  and  leaves  for  a  bed  to  their  young.  In 
this  fituatioa  they  are  above  the  level  of  the  ground,  and  of  courfo 
l^yond  the  reach  of  ordinary  inundations.  They  are  at  the  fame 
time  defended  from  the  rains  by  the  large  vault  that  covers  the  in¬ 
ternal  one,  upon  the  convexity  of  which  laft  they  reft  along  with 
their  young.  This  internal  hillock  is  pierced  on  all  fides  with  (loping 
holes,  which  defeend  ftill  lower,  and  ferv'e  as  fubterraneous  paflTagcB 
for  the  mother  to  go  in  queft  of  food  for  herfcif  and  her  offspring. 
Thefc' by-paths  are  beaten  and  firm,  extend  about  twelve  or  fifteen 
paces,  and  iffue  from  the  principal  roanfion  like  rays  from  a  centre. 
Under  the  fuperior  vault  we  like  wife  find  rem  ins  of  th^  roots  of  the 
meadow  faffron,  which  feem  to  be  the  firft  food  given  to  the  young.* 

The  fymmetry,  the  elegance,  and  the  art,  with  which  the 
birds  conftrudl  their  nells  have  long  been  the  fubjcA  of  admira¬ 
tion.  In  the  tropical  countries  the  nefts  are  often  penfilc.  The 
taylor  bird  is  remarkable  for  its  dexterity:  ‘  It  picks  up  a  dead 
^  leaf,  and,  furprifmg  to  relate,  fews  it  to  the  (ide  of  a  living 
f  one,  its  (lender  bill  being  its  needle,*  and  its  threat!  fome  fine 
J  fibres,  the  lining,  feathers,  goffamer,  and  down.  Its  ^ggs*^  are 

■  ‘  ‘  whitCi 
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•  white,  the  colour  of  the  bird  light  yellow;  its  length  three 
‘  inches;  its  weight  only  three  fixteenths  of  an  ounce;  fo  that 

•  the  materials  of  the  neft,  and  its  own  fize,  are  not  likely  to 
^  draw  down  a  habitation  that  depends  on  fo  flight  a  tenure/ 

The  nefts  of  the  mafon^bee  are  fixed  to  the*  walls  of  houfes, 
and  appear  like  irregular  prominences  formed  by  chance*.  The 
iagacity  and  fkill  of  this  iniedt  are  altonifliing  : 

*  She  goes  to  abed  of  fand,  and  felefts,  grain  by  grain,  the  kind 
which  is  belt  to  anfwer  her  purpofe.  With  her  teeth,  which  are  as 
large  and  as  ftrong  as  thofe  of  the  honey-bee,  Ihe  examines  and 
brings  together  feveral  grains.  From  her  mouth  Ihe  poufs  out  a 
vifeid  liquor,  with  which  (he  moiliens  the  firft  grain  pitched  upon. 
To  this  grain  (He  cements  a  feednd,  which  (he  moiflens  in  die  fame 
manner and  to  the  former  twOi  (he  attaches  a  third,  and  fo  on,  till 
flic  has  formed  a  mafs  as  large  as  the  (hot  ufually  employed  to  kill 
bares.  This  is  the  foundation  of  the  firft  cell.  She  labours  in- 
iceflantly  fbr  five  or  fix  days,  till  the  whole  be  completed,  when  it  re- 
fembles  the  figure  of  a  thimble.  Before  the  cell  is  entirely  finiflicd, 
the  roafdh'bee  colledis  from  the  flowers,  and  depofits  in  the  cell,  a 
large  quantity  of  farina,  and  afterwards  difgorges  upon  it  as  much 
boney  as  dilutes  it,  and  forms  it  into  a  kind  of  paftc  or  fyrup.  The 
egg  is  now  inclofed  on  all  Tides  in  a  walled  habitation.’ 

The  honey-hci  has  been  the  fubjedl  of  wonder  in  all-  ages. 
That  order  and  fubordination  fo  confpicuous  feern  to  argue  a 
degree  of  intelligence,  and  fiiggeft  the  idea  of  a  republic,  go¬ 
verned  by  fixed  laws : 

*  In  the  formation  of  their  confbs,  bees  feem  to  refolve  a  problem 
which  would  not  be  a  little  puzzling  to  fomc  geometers,  namely,  a 
quantity  of  wax  being  given  to  make  of  it  equal  and  finiilar  cells  of 
a  determined  capacity,  but  of  the'  large  (I  fize  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  matter  employed,  and  diipofed  in  -fucha  manner  as'to 
occupy  in  the  hive  the  leafi  pdlTible  fpace.  Every  part  of  this  problem 
is  completely  executed  by  the  bees.  * 

*  The  cells  df  bees  are  defigned  for  different  purpofes.  Some  of 

tV.cm  are  employed  for  the  accumulation  and  prefervation  of  honey; 
ill  others,  the  female  depofits  her  eggs,  and  from  thefe  eggs  worms 
arc  hatched,  which  remain  in  the  cells  till  their  final  transformation 
into  flies.  The  drones  or  males  arc  larger  than  the  common  or 
working  bees ;  and  the  queen,  or  mother  of  the  hive,  is  niuch  larger 
^an  cither.  A  cell  deftiried  for  the  lodgment  of  a  male  or  female 
worm  muft,  therefore,  be  confiderably  larger  than  the  cells  of  the 
foialler  working  bees.  The  number  of  cells  deflined  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  working  bees  far  exceeds  thofe  in  which  the  males  are 
lodged.  The  honey  cells  are  always  made  deeper  and  more  capa¬ 
cious  than  the  others.  When  the  honey  collefled  is  fo  abundant  that 
the  Veflels  cannot  contain  it,  the  bees  lenjgthen,  and  ofeourfe  ddepen 
the  honey-cells.  '  '  - 
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'  f  By  ^  long  and  attentive  obrervatton  Reaumur  found  that  the  bees 
ta'iiaUy  cat  the  ./«r/jr4  which  they  fo  induftrioufly  colleft;  and  that 
this  farina,  bv  an  animal  procefs,  is  converted  into  wax.  ,Thif  di- 
geftive  proccls,  which  is  neceffary  to  the  formation  of  wax,  is  car- 
tied  on  m  the  fecond  ftomach,  and  perhaps  in  the  inteftines  of  b«s. 
Wl^n  a  bee  comes  to  the  hive  with  its  thighs  filled  with  farina,  it  is 
often  met  near  the  entrance  by  fome  of  its  companions,  who  firft  take 
off  the  load,  and  then  devour  the  provifions  fo  kindly  brought  them. 
But  when  none  of  the  bees  employed  in  the  hive  are  hungry  for  thU 
fpccies  of  food,  the  carriers  of  the  farina  depofit  their  loads  in  cells 
p’repared  for  that  purpofe.  To  thefe  cells  the  bees  refort  when  the 
weather  is  fo  bad  that  they  cannot  venture  to  go  to  the  fields  in  quell 
of  frefh  proyifions.  After  the  farina  is  digefted  and  converted  info 
wax,  the  bees  poffefs  the  power  of  bringing  it  from  their  ftomachs 
to  their  mouths.  The  inrtrument  they  employ  in  furni/hing  mate* 
rials  for  conftruAing  their  waxen  cells  is  their  tongue,  which  is  fitu- 
ated  below  the  two  iceth  or  fangs. 

*  Bees,  from  the  nature  of  their  confiitution,  require  a  warm  habi- 
Ulion.  They  are  likewife  extremely  folicitous  to  prevent  infeds.  of 
any  kind  from  getting  admittance  into  their  hives.  To  accompliilv 
both  thefe  purpofes,  when  they  take  pofTefiion  of  the  hive  they  care- 
fully  examine  every  part  of  it,  if  they  difeover  any  fmall  holes 
or  chinks,  they  immediately  paire  them  firmly  up  with  a  refinous  fub- 
flance,  which  differs  confiderably  from  wax.  This  fubftance  was  not 
unknown  to  the  ancients.  Pliny  mentions  it  under  the  name  of 

prepoUs^  or  bee-glue. - ^This  glue  is  not  like  wax  procured  by  an 

animal  procefs ;  the  bees  collect  it  from  different  trees,  as  the  pop¬ 
lars,  the  birches,  and  the  willows.  It  is  a  complete  produdion  of 
Nature,  and  requires  no  addition  or  manufadlure  from  the  animals 
by  which  it  is  employed. 

•  Bees  extrad  the  honey  by  means  of  their  probofeis  or  trunk, 
which  is  a  kindof  rough  cartilaginous  tongue,  from  the  nedariferous* 
glands  of  flowers.  After  colleding  a  few  fmall  drops,  the  animal 
conveys  them  to  its  mouth  and  fwallows  them.  From  the  cefophagus, 
or  gullet,  it  paffes  into  the  firft  ftomach,  which  is  more  or  Icfs 
fwclled  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  honey  it  contains.  When 
empty,  it  has  the  appearance  of  a  line  white  thread ;  but  when  filled 
with  honey  it  aflTumes  the  figure  of  an  oblong  bladder,  the  membrane 
of  which  is  fo  thin  and  tranfparent- that  it  allows  the  colour  of  the 
liquor  it  contains  to  be  diftindly  feen.  It  not  unfrequently  happens 
that,  when  on  its  way  to  the  hive,  it  is  accollcd  by  an  hungry  com¬ 
panion,  which,  with  the  point  of  its  trunk,  fucks  the  honey  from  the 
other’s  mouth.’ 

Mr.  Reaumur  difeovered  feveral  important  fads  with  regard  to 
the  natural  hiftory  of  bees  ;  but  in  fome  he  miftakenT  Mr. 
Schirarch  and  Mr.  Debraw  have,  by  their  recent  obfervadons, 
thrown  great  light  upon. this  curious  fubjed.  TTie  drones  are' 
the  males  of  the  hive.  The  working  bees  arc  not  neuters,  as 
^s  formerly  fuppofedi  but  arc’  rcadly  females  in  which  the 

*  diftindion 


12  The  Phitofophy  of  Natural  Hi/lury, 

diftinftion  of  fsx  is  obliterated.  The  queen-bce  is  the  only 
perfect  female,  and  is  the  mother  of  her  fubjeiSts.  She  depofits 
the  eggs,  which  arc  of  two  kinds,  in  cells  that  are  previoufly 
prepared  \  and,  while  thefe  are  in  the  gelatinous  ftate,  the  drones 
inje£t  upon  them  the  feminal  liquor,  and  impregnate  them.  The 
form  and  fize  of  the  cell,  and  the  nature  of  the  food  furnilhed 
to  the  worms  determine  the  rank  which  they  are  afterwards  to 
hold.  The  cell  in  which  the  worm  is  lodged  which  is  deftined 
to  fill  the  throne,  is  large  and  fpacious.  The  plebeian  race  are 
confined  in  narrow  apartments,  the  expanfion  of  parts  is  pre¬ 
vented,  and,  after  they  have  acquired  a  certain  age,  they  are  for 
ever  deprived  of  tailing  the  fweets  of  love.  When  bees  lofc 
their  queen  they  are.  able,  however,  to  provide  a  fucceflbr. 
They  enlarge  a  common  cell,  and  fupply  the  fortunate  cater¬ 
pillar  with  nutricious  food,  and  foon  confefs  obedience  to  their 
infant  fovereign.  Hence  a  fingle  brood-comb  is  fufficient  in  a 
fhort  time  to  furnifli  a  new  hive.  ‘  By  this  difeovery  we  arc 

*  taught  an  eafy  mode  of  multiplying  without  end  fwarms  or 
‘  new  colonies  of  thefe  ufcful  infedts.  Befide  the  great  increafe 
‘  of  honey,  if  this  difeovery  were  fufliciently  attended  to,  con- 
^  fiderable  fums  annually  expended  in  importing  wax  into  this 

*  kingdom  from  the  continent  might  be  faved.  The  pradlice  of 

*  this  new  art,  Mr.  Schirarch  informs  us,  has  already  extended 
‘  itfelf  through  Upper  Lufatia,  the  Palatinate,  Bohemia,  Bavaria, 

*  SileGa,  and  Poland.  In  fome  of  thefe  countries  it  has  excited. 
‘  and  acquired  the  attention  of  government.  The  Emprefs  of 
‘  Ruffia,  who  never  lofes  fight  of  a  fingle  article  by  which  the- 

*  induftrv,  and  of  courfe  the  happinefs,  of  her  fubjefts  can  be  aug- 

*  mented,  has  fent  a  proper  perfon  to  Klein  Bautzen  to  be  in- 
‘  ftruded  in  the  general  principles  of  this  new  and  important  art.* 

Mr.  Smellie  proceeds  to  give  a  full  account  of  the  mode  in^ 
which  the  wafps  conftru£t  their  habitations,  their  fubordinatioa 
of  ranks,  their  fubdivifion  of  labour,  &c.  We  are  forry  wc 
cannot  gratify  our  readers  w’ith  an  additional  extract. 

Chap.  XIV.  treats  of  the  hojlilities  cf  animals.  The  intro- 
dudlion  of  evil  into  the  world  is  one  of  thofe  myfteries  which 
human  reafon  can  never  penetrate.  How  fliall  we  reconcile  the 
diforders  of  the  univerfe  with  the  idea  of  a  wife  and  benevolent 
Creator?  Nothing  is  prefented  to  our  view  but  the  war  of 
elements  and  the  wreck  of  matter.  Every  being  fubfifts  by  the 
deftruction  .of  others ;  and  happinefs  and  mifery  are  univerfally 
intermingled.  What  a  gloomy  fubjeft  of  declamation  for  the 
moralift  or  divine  ?  The  principles  of  life  are  diffeminated  witi^ 
extreme  profufion,  and  Nature  reprelTes  the  exuberance  by  per¬ 
mitting  mutual  deftrudion.  Even  animals  that  are  deemed 
noxious  are  often,  ufeful.  ^  The  ftork  destroys  reptiles  and 

difgufting 
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jfllfguftihg  infeftv,  which  abound  in  warm  and  marfty  countries. 
The  frogs,  fo  numerous  in  America,  are  devoured  by  the  fef-. 
pents,  and  they,  in  their  turn,  by  the  hogs.  Even  the  fmall 
birds,  though  they  commit  devaUations  upon  our  crops,  arc 
perhaps  ufeful  upon  the  whole,  by  devouring  the  deftrudivc  ca¬ 
terpillars.  A  pair  of  fparrows,  while  they  have  young,  are 
found  to  confumc  every  week  3360  caterpillars.  Such  fads, 
though  they  do  not  remove  the  difficulties  which  obtrude  upon 
us,  ferve  to  diminifti  the  quantity  of  evil.  If  our  knowledge 
were  Efficiently  enlarged  we  fhould  perhaps  difeover  that  the 
ills  are  only  apparent  or' imaginary,  and  that  ‘  whatever  is,  is 
*  bed.' 

The  fubj^ft  of  Chap.  XV.  is  the  artifices  of  animals.  Mr# 
Smellie  felecis  as  inftances  the  bear,  the  monkey,  the  deer,  and 
the  hare.  We  fhall  tfanferibe  his  account  of  the  fox : 

*  The  fox  has,  in  all  ages  and  nations,  been  celebrated  for  craftinefs 
and  addrefs.  Acute  and  circumfpe^,  fagacious  and  prudent,  he  diverfi* 
lies  his  conduct,  and  always  referves  foine  art  for  unforeleen  accidents. 
Though  nimbler  than  the  wolf,  he  trufts  not  entirely  to  the  iwiftnefs 
of  his  courfe.  He  knows  how  to  enfure  fafety,  by  providing  himfelf 
with  an  afylum  to  which  he  retires  when  danger  appears.  He  is 
not  a  vagabond,  but  lives  in  a  fettled  habitation,  and  in  a  domedie 
Hate.  He  takes  up  his  abode  on  the  border  of  a  wood,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  cottages.  Here  he  liftens  to  the  crowing  of  the. 
cocks,  and  the  nolfe  of  the  poultry.  He  feents  them  at  a  diftance. 
He  choofes  his  time  with  great  judgment  and  diferetion.  He  con¬ 
ceals  both  his  route  and  his  defign.  He  moves  forward  with  caution, 
fometimes  even  trailing  his  body, jind  feldom  makes  a  fruitlefs  expe¬ 
dition.  When  he  leaps  the  wall,  or  gets  in  under  it,  he  I'avages  the 
court  yard,  puts  all  the  fowls  to  death,  and  then  retires  quietly  vwth 
his  prey,  which  he  cither  conceals  under  the  herbage,  or  carries  off 
io  his  kennel.  In  a  fliort  time  he  returns  for  another,  which  he  car¬ 
ries  off  and  hides  in  the  fame  manner,  but  in  a  different  place.  In 
this  manner  he  proceeds  till  the  light  of  the  fun,  or  fome  movements 
perceived  in  the  houfe,  admonilh  him  that  it  is  time  to  retire  to  his 
den.  He  docs  much  mifehief  to  the  bird-catchers.  Early  in  the 
morning  he  vifits  their  nets  and  their  birdlime,  and  carries  off  fuc- 
ccffively  all  the  birds  that  happen  to  be  entangled.  The  young  hares 
he  hunts  in  the  plains,  feizes  old  ones  in  their  feats,  digs  out  the 
rabbits  in  the  warrens,  finds  out  the  nefts  of  partridges,  quails,  &c. 
feizes  the  mothers  on  the  eggs,  and  delbroys  a  prodigious  number  of 
game.* 

.,The  glutton  employs  a  lingular  ftratagem  for  killing  the 
fellow-deer  and  the  horfe.  He  colledls  a  quantity  of  herbage, 
with  which  he  climbs  up  a  tree,  and,  when  the  feted  animal  ap¬ 
proaches,  he  throws  down  the  bait.  Inftantly  the  favage  darts 
upon  the  back  of  his  prey,  and  torments  it  till  it  dalhes  itfelf  to 
death. 
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*  The  birds  and  fifhes  difcover  various  degrees  of  artifice* 
Even  the  infects  have  (bmetimes  a  fpecies  of  cunning.  The 
ant-lion,  which  refcmbles  the  wood-k)ufe,  and  which  feeds 
chiefly  upon  ants,  is  a  remarkable  inftance.  It  traces  a  cir¬ 
cular  furrow  in  the  fand,  and  afterwards  a  fecond,  concentric 
with  the  firft.  In  this  manner  it  proceeds  till  it  completes  the 
funnel,  at  the  bottom  of  which  it  lies  concealed.  ‘  When  aft 
^  ant  happens  to  make  too  near  an  approach  to  the  margin  of 

•  the  funnel,  the  fidcs  of  which  are  very  ftcep,  the  fine  fand 
^  gives  way,  and  the  unwary  animal  tumbles  down  to  the  hot-^ 

•  tom.  The  ant-lion  inftantly  kills  the  ant,  buries  it  under  the 

•  fand,  and  fucks  out  its  vitals.  It  afterwards  pufhes  out  fhe 

•  empty  (kin,  repairs  the  diforder  introduced  into  its  Inare,*  and 

•  a^in  lies  in  ambulh  for  a  frefti  prey/ 

Chap.  XVL  treats  of  the  a£ciiations  of  arumaU.  Mn  Srtieilie 
gives  a  fliort  view  of  the  origin  of  civil  foejety,  and  ftates  the 
advantages  arifing  from  the  eftaHifliment  of  government.  He 
divides  focicty  into  two  kinds,  xht  proper^  in  which  certain  ope¬ 
rations  are  carried  on  in  common  ;  and  the  improper^  in  which 
there  is  no  common  object*  To  the  former  dais  he  rders  man^ 
the  beaver,  the  German  marmot,  pairing  birds,  and  many  of 
the  infeiSl  tribe.  His  defeription  of  the  aflbciation  of  the  commbri 
caterpillar  is  curious : 

^  About  the  middle  of  fummer  a  butterfly  depoiits  from  three  to 
four  hundred  eggs  on  a  leaf  of  a  tree,  from  each  of  which,  in  a  few 
days,  a  young  caterpillar  proceeds.  They  are  no  fooner  hatched 
than  they  begin  to  form  a  common  habitation.  They  fpin  £lken 
threads,  which  they  attach  to  one  edge  of  the  leaf,  and  extend  them 
to  the  other.  By  this  operation  they  make  the  two  edges  of  the 
leaf  approach  each  other,  and  form  a  cavity  refembling  a  hammock. 
Ill  a  (hoft  time,  the  concave.leaf  is  completely  roofed  with  a  covering 
of  filk.  Under  this  tent  the  animals  live  together  in  mutual  friend- 
IHIp  and  harmony.  When  not  difpofed  to  cat  or  to  fpin,  they  retire  to 
their  tedt.  It  requires  feveralof  thefe  habitadons  to  contain  the  whole. 
According  as  the  animals  increafe  in  fize,  the  iminbef  of  their  tents 
is  augmented.  After  gnawing  onC'  half  of  tKe  fubftance  of*  fuch 
leaves  as  happen  to  be  near  the  end  of  foine  twig  orTmall  branch, 
they  begin  the  great  work.  In  conftruding  this  new  edifice  or  neft^ 
the  caterpillars  encruft  a  confiderable  part  of  the  twig  with  white 
filk.  In  the  fame  manner,  they  cover  two  or  three  of  fuch  leaves 
together  with  the  twigr  The  neft*  is  now  fo  fpacious  that  it  is  able 
to  contain  the  whole  community^  every  individual  of  which  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  •  the'  common  Libouf.  By  different  plain  coverings  ex¬ 
tended  from  the  oppofitc  fides  of  the  leaves  and  of  the  twig*,  the* 
internal  part  of  the  neft  is  divided  into  a  nmnber  of  differeik  apart¬ 
ments.  ;To  each  of  thefe  apartments,  which  fecin  to  be  very-  irre¬ 
gular,  there  are  paffages  by  which  the  caterpillars  can  either  go  out 
in  queft  of  food,  or  retire  in  the  evening,  or  during  rainy  weadier. 

3  The 
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The  filkcn  coverings,  by,  repeated  layers,  become  at  laft  fo  thick 
I  and  ftrong  that  they  refill  all  the  attacks  of  the  wind,  and  all  the 
bjories  of  the  air,  during  eight  or  nine  months.  About  the  begin- 
bg  of  CXlobcr,  or  when  the  froll  firll  commences,  the  whole  com¬ 
munity  (hut  themfelves  up  in  the  neft.  During  the  winter  they  re- 
piab  immoveable,  and  feemingly  dead ;  bat,  when  expoled  to  heat, 
they  foon  dilcover  fymptoms  of  life,  and  bcgjn  to  creep.  In  ti^ 
country  they  feldom  go  out  of  the  neft  till  the  middle  or  end  of  April. 
When  they  (hut  themfelves  up  for  the  winter  they  arc  very  fmallj 
but,  after  they  have  fed  for  fome  dajjs  in  the  I'pring  upon  the  young 
or  tender  leaves,  they  find  the  neft  itfelf,  and  all  the  entrances  to 
it,  too  fmall  for  the  increafed  fize  of  their  bodies.  To  remedy  thi* 

|,,j  inconveniency  thefe  difgufting  reptiles  know  how  to  enlarge  both  tho 
I;  neft  and  its  palTages  by  additional  operations  accommodated  to  th« 

‘  prefent  (late.  Into  thefe  new  lodgings  they  retire  when  they  want 
to  repofe,  to  fereen  themfelves  from  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  or 
%  to  call  theis  (kins.  In  fine,  after  calling  their  (kins  feveral  times; 

;  »■  the  time  of  their  difperfion  arrives.  From  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  June  they  lead  a  folitary  life.  Their  focial  difpofition  is  no  longer 
jli  felt.  Each  of  them  fpins  a  pod  of  coarfe  browniftj  filk ;  in  a  fcw 
,  i  days  they  are  changed  into  cliryfaiids,  and  in  eighteen  or  twenty  days 
more  they  are  transformed  into  butterflies.’ 

Mr.  Smellic  proceeds  to  give  an  entertaining;  account  of  the 
regular  focieties  of  other  caterpillars,  and  pajrticularly  of  the 
kind  denominated  prouffunary  by  Reaumur.  Under  the  cla(s 
I  ^  improper  focieties  he  ranks  the  ox,  the  (lag;,  the  (^ep,  the 
§  bog,  and  the  dog. 

Chap.  XVII.  treats  of  docility  ef  animah.  Man  is  emi- 
neatly  diftinguilhed  by  his  imitative  powers.  He  can  be  moulded 
'“■’^into  almoft  any  form;  and  education,  by  eliciting  and  diredbing 
■  ;ithe  force  of  his  intelleiSl,  elevates  him,  in  fome  degree,  above 
V  the  rank  of  mortals.  The  orang.outang  bears  a  faint  refemblance 
I  to  man,  both  in  fluipe  and  docility.  The  elephant  is  diflin— 
"%  guilhed  by  his  fagacity  and  pliancy  of  difpofition.  The  dbg 
.  <  a  has,  in  all  ages,  been  celebrated  for  his  affeblion  for  his  maiber,- 

.1  his.conlbancy,  and  his  imitative  pourers.  We  (hall  quote. a  re- 
I  anecdote  relating  to  this  fagack>us  animal : 

There  is  a  dog  at  prefent  belonging  to  a  grocer  in  Edinburgh," 
who  has  for  fome  time  amufed  and  alloniflied  the  people  in  the 
neighbourhood.  A  man,  who  goes  through  the  (Ireets  ringbg  a  bell 
jB  and  felling  penny  pies,  happened  one  day  to  treat  this  dog  with  a 
|ae.  The  next  time  he  heard  the  pieman’s  bell  he  ran  to  him  with 
9  impetuofity,  feized  him  by  the  coat,  and  would  not  fuffer  him  to  pafs. 

1^9^  The  pieman,  who  underftood  what  tlie  animal  wanted,  (howed  him 
a  penny,  and  pointe4  to  his  mailer,  who  flood  in  .  the  ftreet-door,' 
nod  faw  what  was  going,  on..  .The  dog  immediately. fnpplicated  hja 
mailer  by  many  humble  geiWn  and  looks.  Tbe  mailer  put  a  penny 
into  the, dog’s  mouth,  which. .he  inftantly  delivered  to  the  pieman, 

and 
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and  received  his  pie.  This  traffic  between  the  pieman  and  the  gro¬ 
cer’s  dog  has  been  pradifed  for  months  pad,  and  dill  continues/ 

Mr.  Smellle  mentions^  as  curious  in^ances  of  fagacitjr,  the 
troops  of  wild  horfes  which  are  fcattered  over  the  plains  of 
Peru,  the  bifons  of  Africa  and  Afia,  and  the  oxen  of  the  hot- 
tentots.  He  next  makes  fome  remarks  6nf  the  changes  pro¬ 
duced  in  animals  by  domefticatidn.  The  ox,  the  (heep,  the 
horfe,  &c.  have  loft  their  native  fierceriefs  tinder  the  govern- 
jnent  of  man.  .  . 

The  fubjccl  of  Chap.  XVIII,  is  the  charaHers  of  animals^ 
Not  only  individuals,  but  different  fpecies,  are  diftinguiftied  by 
certain  prominent  features ;  and  the  inftindive  difpofitions^ 
though  varioufly  modified,  give  a  direction  to  the  whole  fyftem 
of  conduft.  Tf^he  fubject  is  too  extenfive  to  be  fully  treated, 
and  Mr.  Smellie  only  makes  a  few  curfory  remarks.  The  fame 
may  be  faid  of  the  next  chapter,  ‘which  treats  of  the  principle  of 
imitation.  Nothing  can  be  expeded  but  general  obfervations. 

Cha^'.  XX,  treats  of  the  migration  of  animals.  On  this  intereft-^ 
ing  and  curious  fubjed  naturalifts  have  formed  Various  opinions* 
The  Hon.  Daincs  Barrington  infifts  that  birds  are  unable  to  iirt- 
dertake  diftant  journies  ;  and  only  admits  partial  removes,  or  what 
he  calls  fittings.,  It  has  long  been  difputed  what  becomes  of 
the  fwallow  in  the  winter  feafon.  Some  have  fuppofed  that  it 
retires  to  the  cliffs  of  rocks,  old  dry  walls,  fand-hills,  ica 
Others  have  maintained  that  it  dives  to  the  bottom  of  lakes^- 
and  paffes  the  winter  under  ice.  But  the  inftances  which  have 
been  adduced  are  not  well  afeertained,  and  muft  be  reckoned 
anamtJous;  and  the  immerfion  under  water  is  totally  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  ftruifture  of  the  bird.  We  are  bendcs  war¬ 
ranted  by  the  teftimony  of  navigators  to  conclude  that  “thd 
fwallows,  at  the  approach  of  winter,  wing  their  courfe  to  remote 
climates.  The  fummer  birds  of  paflage  arrive  from  the  middle 
of  March  to  the  middle  of  May.  Thefe  are,  the  wryneck^  the 
fmallef  %Juillow^wren^  the  boufefuallow^  the  martin^  the  fand^ 
martin^  the  blackcaps  the  nightingale^  the  cuckoo^  the  middle  willovi 
wreHj  the  white-throat^  the  redfart^  the  f  one-curlew^  the  turtle- 
doyey  the  grajhopper  larky  the  fwifty  the  lefs  reedfparrowy  the 
land-rail^  the  largtft. willow -wren^  the  goat-Juckery  and  the  fiy- 
catcher.  The  winter  birds  of  paflage  in  this  climate  are^  the 
ring-oufely  the  red-wingy  the  fieldfarey  the  Royfon-croWy  the 
wodcocky  xht  fnipe^  the  jackfnipey  the  wood-pigeony  the  wild- 
ftvan.,  the  wild-goofcy  the  hcrnacley  the  gannet^  the  crofs-beaky  the 
erofs-billy  the  filk-tail.  All  thefe  retire  in  the  fpiing  to  Sw^en, 
Poland,  Pruffia,  Norway,  and  Lapland,  where  they  breed,  and 
dire6I  their  courfc  towards  the  fouth  as  fo?n  as  they  arc  able  to 
fly.  The  principal  objects  of  emigration  ai'e,  food,  temperatore 
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of  the  air,  and  convenient  fituations  for  breeding.  Small  birds 
remove  in  the  fpring  and  autumn  from  one  country  to  another,  * 
or  from  inland  diftrffts  towards  the  (bores.  It  is  by  a  diligent 
jattention  to  thefe  flights  that  the  bird-catchers  exercife  their 
Iprofeflion.  Quadrupeds  alfo  perform  partial  migrations.  In  the 
northern  regions  of  Europe  the  ftag,  the  rein-deer,  the  roebuck, 
land  the  ox,  leave  the  lofty  tracks  on  the  approach  of  winter  j 
and,  at  the  return  of  fummer,  they  avoid  the  fwarms  of  trou- 
blefome  infeits  by  regaining  the  fummits  of  the  mountains. 
Frogs,  as  foon  as  they  have  acquired  their  perfect  form,  dif- 
iperfe  over  the  marfhy  grounds.  Mr.  Smellie  deferibes  the  mi¬ 
grations  of  the  falmon,  the  mackerel,  the  pilchard,  &c.  The 
herring  inhabits  the  northern  regions  of  the  globe.  It  pafles  a 
torpid  winter  under  the  ice,  near  the  polar  circle.  In  June  it  , 
begins  to  advance  towards  ihe  fouth  in  immenfe  (hoals : 


;  *  Their  approach  is  recognifed  by  particular  ligns,  fuch  as  the  ap- 

Ipearancc  of  certain  fifhes,  the  vaft  number  of  birds,  as  gannets  or 
jfolan-geefe,  which  follow  the  flioal  to  prey  upon  the  herrings.  But 
when  the  main  body  arrives,  its  breadth  and  depth  are  fo  great  as  to 
change  the  appearance  of  the  ocean  icfelf.  The  flioal  is  generally 
divided  into  columns  of  five  or  fix  miles  in  length,  and  three  or  four 
in  breadth.  Their  progreflive  motion  creates  a  kind  of  rippling  or 
[fmall  undulations  in  the  water.  They  fometimes  fink  and  difappear 
for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  then  rife  again  toward  the  furface. 
When  the  fun  fhines  a  variety  of  fplendid  and  beautiful  colours  arc 
refledted  upon  their  bodies.  lu  their  progrefs  fouthward,  the  firft 
interruption  they  meet  with  is  from  the  Shetland  ifles.  Here  "the 
flioal  divides  into  two  branches.  One  branch  ficirts  the  eaflem,  and 
the  other  the  weflern  (hores  of  Great-Britain,  and  fill  every  bay  and 
creek  with  their  numbers.  Thofe  which  proceed  to  the  weft  from 
Shetland,  after  vifiting  the  Hebrides,  where  the  great  fifhery  is  car¬ 
ried  on,  move  on  till  they  are  agon  interrupted  by  the  north  of 
Ireland,  which  obliges  them  to  divide  a  fecond  time.  One  divilion 
takes  to  the  weft,  where  they  are  fcarcely  perceived,  being  foon  loft 
^in  the  immenfity  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  other  divifion  goes  to 
J  the  Irifli  Sea,  and  affords  nourifliment  to  many  thoulands  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race.* 

We  (hall  tranferibe  Mr.  Smellie*s  account  of  the  migrations 
of  the  viobt  land-crab^  which  is  curious : 

I  *  They  inhabit  the  hollows  of  old  trees,  the  clefts  of  rocks,  and 
j  holes  which  they  theinfclves  dig  in  the  earth.  In  the  months  of 
I  April  and  May  they  leave  their  retreats  in  the  mountains  and  march 
in  millions  to  the  fea  fhore.  At  this  period  the  whole  ground  is 
covered  with  them  ;  and  a  man  can  hardly  put  down  his  foot  without 
treading  upon  them.  In  their  progrofs  fcw;irds  the  fea,  like  the 
northern  rau,  the  land  crabs  move  in  a  ftraight  line.  Even  when  a 
houfe  iiUervenes,  inftead  of  deviating  to  the  right  or  left,  they  attempt 

ma. XEv.  VOL. XVI.  j uLY  179?.  ^ 


1^  Tht  Philofiphy  of  Natural  Hijloryi 

to  foile  the  walls.  But  when  they  meet  a  river,  they  are  obliged  td 
wind  along  the  courle  of  the  Itream.  In  their  migration  from  the 
snountaiits  they  obferve  the  greateft  regularity,  and  commonly  divide 
into  three  battalions  or  bodies.  The  nrfl  confifts  of  the  llrongeft  and 
the  boldeft  males,  who,  like  pioneers,  march  forward  to  clear  \hc 
foute,  and  to  face  the  greateft  dangers.  The  females,  who  form  the 
main  body,  defcend  from  the  mountains  in  regular  columns,  which 
are  fifty  paces  broad,  three  miles  long,  and  fo  clofe  that  they  almoft 
entirely  cover  the  ground.  Three  or  four  days  afterwards  the  rear 
guard  follows,  which  confifts  of  a  ftraggling,  undifciplined  troop  of 
males  and  females.  They  travel  chiefly-  in  the  night ;  but,  if  it 
rains  by  day,  they  proceed  in  their  flow  uniform  manner.  When  the 
fun  (hlnes,  a  .d  the  furface  of  the  ground  is  dry,  they  make  an  uni* 
verfal  halt  till  evening,  and  then  refume  their  march.  When  alarmed 
with  danger  they  run  backward  in  a  diforderly  manner,  and  hold  up 
their  nippers  in  a  threatening  pofturc.  They  even  feem  to  intimi¬ 
date  their  enemies;  for  when  difturbed  they  make  a  clattering  noife 
with  their  nippers.  When  an  individual  by  accident  is  fo  maimed 
that  he  cannot  proceed,  his  con^  anions  immediately  devour  him,  and 
then  purfue  their  journey.  After  a  fatiguing  and  tedious  march, 
which  fometimers  continues  three  months  before  they  reach  the  Ihore, 
they  prepare  themfclves  for  dcpofiting  their  fpa.vn.  At  this  very 
period  numbers  of  filhes  of  dilFercnt  kinds  are  anxioufly  waiting  for 
this  annual,  fupply  of  food.  Here  they  throw  off  their  old  foells, 
remain  quite  naked,  and  almoft  without  motion  for  foe  days,  when 
they  become  (t  fat  that  they  arc  eileemed  delicious  food.  When  the 
new  (hell  has  hardened,  the  animals,  by  an  inftinftivc  impulfe, 
march  back  to  thofe  mountains  which  they  ind  formerly  deferted. 
In  Jamaica,  where  they  are  numerous,  the  land-crabs  are  regarded 
as  the  greateft  delicacies;  and  they  are  fo  abundant  that  the  Haves 
are  often  fed  entirely  upon  them.’ 


CKap.  XXL  treats  of  the  longevity  and  dljfolution  of  organifed 
bodies.  Independent  of  accident  and  difeafe,  animals  have  a  re¬ 
gular  tendency  fo  deftrudrion.  The  fibres  become  rigid,  the 
cartilages  are  gradually  oflified,  and  the  vital  motions  are 
clogg^.  Diffolution  foon  follows.  The  more  rapid  the  growth, 
the  more  Ridden  is  the  decay.  A  ftrong  conftitution,  and  a 
regular  mode  of  life,  contribute  to  longevity.  But  inftances  of 
extreme  age  are  quite  anomolous  fadts.  Individuals,  fickly  and 
intemperate,  have  fometimes  prolonged  their  lives  beyond  a 
century.  Birds  and  fifties  are  of  great  longevity,  fome  living 
two  hundred  years. 

The  fubjedl  of  the  laft  chapter  is  the  progrejpve  fcak  or  chain 
of  beings  in  the  univerfe.'  What  a  hobld  field  of  contemplation 
for  the  philofoph^r  and  the  divine !  That  unity  of  dcfign,  that 
connexion  and  fubordination  of  parts,  which  pervade  the  fyftem 
of  Nature!  But  why  enjoys  not'man  a  more  exalted  rank? 
Such  is  the  arrogance  of  the  human  mind.  But  ^  let  man  be 
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•  contented.  His  ftation  in  the  univerial  fcalc  of  nature  is 
^  fixed  by  vrifdom.  Let  him  contemplate  and'admire  the  works 
of  his  Creator;  let  him  fill  up  his  rank  with  dignity,  and  con- 
fidcr  every  partial  evil  as  a  caufc  or  an  efiecl^  of  a*  general 
good.  This  is  the  whole  duty ‘of  man*  .  '  ’ 

It  was  impoffible,  from  the  nature  of  the  iul^eSj  entirely  tq 
feavoid  repetitions ;  and  perhaps  out  author  is  too  much  inclined, 
Uto  mince  down  his  ideas.  He  candidly  confefles  the  defedls  of. 
Shis  ftyle,  which  is  often  carelefs,  and  fpmetimes  clouded  with 
•vicious  expreffions.  We  (hall  mark  a  few  as  fpecimen ; 
Endew  animals  with  ftruilure  and  organs.’ — ‘  By  the 
mentality  of  which/ — ‘  Apprehend  their  food  with  their  long 
necks.’— ‘  The  fecond  tube  is  exfirted'^^^  Sentiment  is  the 
only  ftimulus  to  animal  motion.’— ‘  Unarmed  organ  of  fight.* 
Stimulates  us  to  retire/  &c* — He  is  moft  apt  to  fall  into 
I^Gallicifms  and  Latinifms.  The  work  is  tinfturcd  with  a  degree 
■fiof  juvenility;  but  through  the  whole  we  trace  the  amiable  pidturc 
/lof  a  benevolent  mind. 


-Art*  III.  Philofephical  Rejh^ions  on  the  late  Revolution  in 
A  France^  "  and  the  Conduct  of  the  DiJJenters  in  England.  In  d 
"  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Priejiley.  By  J*  Courtenay^  Efq.  M.  P. 
"  8vo.  2s*  Becket.  London,  1 790. 

T^R*  Courtenay,  in  a  ftrain  of  irony  not  always  equally  happy, 
attempts  to  expofe  certain  arbitrary  m^ims  and  meafures 
of  government:...  _ _  _  ,♦ 

t  *  It  is  a  political  truth,  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  ages,  that 
the  tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  a  well-regulated  community  can 
Only  be  nnintained  by  implicit  obedience  and  unconditional  fub- 
mlflion.  The  vifions  of  chimerical  fpeculatlon  muft  difappear  before 
the  light  of  hilVory,  and  truth  and  reafon  again  refume  their  empire 
ovxr  the  human  mind*  1  fay  then,  if  the  Athenians  liad  quietly  and 
judicioufly  fubmitted  to  the  dominion  of  the  thirty  tyrants,  Critias 
and  his  council  of  arifiotratt  would  not  have  been  compelled  to  ftain 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of ‘their  fellovv-citizens.  Socrates  might 
have  faved  himfelf  and  his  country  if  he  had  exerted  his  abilities, 
like  Dr.  H.  by  fupporting  the  civil  and  ecclciiaftical  eftablifliment  of 
Athens,  inftead  of  proudly  and  obftinately  difplaying  that  famous 
and  heterodox  fpirit  which  has  always  dillinguilhed  you.  If  Brutus 
and  his  band  of  Roman  confpirators  had  faluted  Julius  Caefar  king, 
defpoiifra  and  felicity  would  have  been  difiufcd  over  the, world,. and 
an  Englllh  prelate  would  not  have  difgraced  hUnfclf  and  his,  holy 
^funftion  by  pronouncing  an  euld^um  on  affaffinatitm,  and  recoin- 
jtnending  the  dangerous  and*  daring  tenets  of' an  heathenKh  ballad  to 
^our  ingenuous  youth,  in  the  infidious  and  captivating  language  of 
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clafTical  eloquence.  But  let  me,  in  the  words  of  Lord  Bacon,  bring 
chi^  topic  home  to  men’s  bufinefs  and  bofoms*  Jf  Mr.  Hampden  had 
meekly  acquiefeed  in  Charles’s  claim  to  (hip«money,  the  nation 
would  have  been  prelcrved  from  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war ;  ‘  tax- 
•  ation  no  tyranny,’  would  have  become  our  political  creed ;  Ame¬ 
rica  might  Itiil  have  flourifhed  under  our  aufpices ;  the  unconia- 
minated  loyaky  of  toryifm  would  have  been  our  own ;  we  Ihould  not 
have  incurred  the  wrath  of  heaven  for  (bedding  the  royal  martyr’s 
blood  ;  we  fliould  not  have  been  punilhed  for  that  flagitious  by 
the  Kevtflution !  nor  have  had  a  prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick 
ra  Juffir  for  emr  Jmt — we  might  (till  have  enjoyed  a  popifh  liturgy, 
a  Calviniflical  creed,  and  an  Arminian  clergy,  with  ail  the  fuper- 
added  bleflings  of  an  arbitrary  monarchy. 

^  The  moft  cflFeftuai  means  (hould  inliantly  purfued  to  check 
this  growing  mifchief  [oppolition  to  the  extenfion  of  excife]  ;  and 
perhaps  none  could  be  better  than  re-cftabli(hing  the  obfolete  prac* 
tice  of  ilTuing  ^arrants^  at  the  diferetion  of  the  fecretary  of 

Rate.  If  there  ihould  ftill  remain  any  abfurd  prejudice  againft  the 
name,  let  them  be  called  lettra  dt  cachet,  A  late  eminent  magif- 
trate  ♦  recommended  the  adoption  of  this  meafure,  with  great  force 
of  reafoning  and  unanfwerable  argument,  in  order  to  check  the  mi¬ 
gration  of  our  manufafturers,  and  the  export  of  our  /pinning- Jenfijs; 
but  now  the  French  revolution,  and  the  wife  exteniion  of  our  cxcife 
laws,  have  made  it  not  only  prudent,  but  abfolutely  neceflary,  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  empire.  The  prefent  membeV  for  Middlelex 
has  a  glorious  opportunity  of  making  the  amende  honorable  to  his 
king,  country,  and'eoriftituents,  by  bringing  in  a  bill  to  legalife  ge¬ 
neral  warrants,  or  lettres  de  cachet.  Let  the  Commons  pals  it,  and 
the  Lords  will  not  venture  to  throw  it  out.  1  he  daring  menaces  of 
the  tobacconifts,  in  their  evidence,  may  ferve  as  a  preamble  to  the 
nil ;  and  a  fpecial  claufe  ‘may  be  inferted  to  fufpend  the  pernicious 
operation  of  the  habeas  corpus  a6t  for  feven  years ;  and  at  the  end  of 
that  ume  it  will  be  totally^brgot.  ' 

•  In  (hort,  the  expediency  of  flrengthening  the  arm  of  executive 
power  is  univcrfally  admitted;  and  as  we  have  hitherto  derived  all 
our  riches,  glory,  and  happinefs,  by  keeping  up  a  cordial  enmity, 
and  provoking  rivuKhip  betw  een  us  and  France,  by  a  total  diverfity 
of  laws,  opinions,  and  conflitution ;  let  us  ftill,  with  patriotic  per¬ 
tinacity,  adhere  to  our  old  fyftem,  and  we  may  yet  bid  defiance  to 
all  bur  cricmics,  foreign  and  domeftic.’ 

Thefe  extra^  will  ferve  as  fpecimens  of  that  irony  which 
runs  throughout  this  pamphlet.  T'he  laft  period  1n. the  fecond 
of  thefe  points  evidently  to  Mr.  Burk^e,  who,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  infifted  on  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  by  this 
country  from  conformity,  imitation,  and  alliance,  with  France. 
This,  with  other  fentiments,  and  the  circumftance  of  the  time 
of  publication,  render  it  probable  that  It  was  Mr.  Burke’s  fpeech 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  relative  to  French  aflairs  that  led 

Mr.  Courtenay  to  write  this  jiu  d*efprit, 

-  .  *  -  ,  -  ■  - 

*  Sir  John  Hawkint.  Life  of  Dr.  Johofon,  p.  510. 
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Art.  IV.  Hortus  Knutnfis ;  er,  A  Catalogue  of  tie  Plants  cul¬ 
tivated  in  the  Botanic  Garden  at  Kew.  By  William  Aiton^ 
Gardener  to  his  Majejiy.  8vo.  3  vols.  ll.  IS.  boards,  Nicol. 
London,  179*^* 

\ 

Botany  has  lately  become  the  fa(bionabIc  ftudy  of  this 
country.  It  requires  no  ftretch  of  underftanding ;  and  the 
expence  with  which  the  purfuit  of  it  is  attended  is  an  additional 
recommendation  to  the  great.  If  our  inquiries  were  diredlcd  to 
the  phyfiology  of  plants,  and  to'  their  ufes  in  the  arts  and  in 
medicine,  they  would  be  truly  laudable.'  But  nomenclature  is 
the  great  objeft  of  our  virtuofi.  The  knowledge  of  words  pre«* 
eludes  that  of  things.  To  give  name  to  a  mofs  or  a  butterfly  is 
to  acquire  unfading  immortality.  Troops  are  dilaerfed  to  climb 
the  mountains  and  to  traverfe  the  ocean,  to  colled  gewgaws  and 
extend  the.  glory  of  the  Suede. 

The  prefent  is  a  work  of  foinc  merit.  The  author  informs 
us  that  it  is  the  fruit  of  fixteen  years  labour.  It  is  not  merely 
a  catalogue  of  the  plants  which  are  cultivated  at  Kew,  nor  is  it 
confined  to  thofc  which  arc  diftinguiflied  by  their  beauty  or  ufe. 
It  muft  be  confidcred  as  an  improved  edition  of  the  fpecies  plan^ 
tnrum^  and  includes  all  the  plants  which  have  ever  been  iotr(^ 
duced  into  this  country.  Mr.  Aiton  has  confulted  the  volu« 
minous  produdions  of  his  predeceflbrs.  He  has  afeertained  the 
climate  of  each  plant,  the  time  of  flowering,  ,the  period  of  in-» 
trodudion,  &c.  We  have  compared  the  ‘Work  with  Murray^s 
edition  of^the  Vegetabilium^  printed  at  Gottingen  in 

1784,  and  have  obferved  fome  confiderable  additions.  We 
lhall  endeavour  to  give  a  curfory  view  of  the  improvements 
which  have  been  made  fince  that  time. 

Under  the  clafs  Monandria  Monogynia  a  new  poUiehia^ 

is  arranged.  It  was  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by 
Mr.  Pattciion,  and  intrc^uced  in  1780  by  the  Countefs  of. 
.Strathmore.  It  flowers  in  September.  The  charader  is  Cal.  i — 
pbylluSy  Cor.  0.  Sem.  I .  i?/r.  fquama  baccata.  fru^us 

includintes. 

In  the  clafs  Diandria  Monogynia  there  is  ^dded  to  the  genus 
OUa^  or  olive,  a  new  fpecies,  excelfq^  brought  fi’om  Madeira  in 
1784  by  Mr.  Mafon.  A  new  gtn\x%^  Aneijinimy  Cal.  qr^hyilm. 
Cor.  O.  Stigma  mubipartitum.  Drupa  exfucca^  hifpiday  i — locular  is  ^ 
It  infcludes  two  fpecies;  the  luddujqy  introduce  in  1777  from 
the  Falkland  Iflands  by  Dr.  Fothergill ;  and  the  latehrolum^ 
brought  in  1774  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  Mr.  Mafon. 
A  new  fpecies  of  Vironicay  or  fpiedwelly  the  dicuJfatOy  brought 
from  the  Falkland  Iflands  in  1776.  Tw.^ies  of  the 
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or  Malabar  nut  \  the  Coccinea^  introduced  in  1770  from  South 
America,  and  the  Pi£loralh^  brought  in  1787  from  the  Weft 
Indies  by  Mr.  Anderfon.  A  new  fpecies  of  Calceolaria^  the 
tbergilli^  brought  from  the  Falkland  Iflands  in  1777.  A  new 
fpecies  of  the  Collinfonia^  the  Scabriujcula^  from  Eaft  Florida. 

Tht  Sch{mus  aculeatus  and  Phl(cum  fchccnoides^  Linn,  are  now 
arranged  as  varieties  of  the  Crypjis  acuieata^  in  the  ctafs  Diandria 
Monogyniaj  ,thc  charadter,  CuL  GiumOy  i^fiora^ 

^Cor.  GlumOy  2 — valvisy  mutica,  »  < 

.  in  the  clafs  Diandria  Trigynia  two  new  fpecies  are  added  to 
the  Pipery  or  Pepper ;  the  poly/lachioHy  brought  from  Jamaica  in 
1775,  and  the  puliheLum^  introduced  in  i  778« 

In  the  clafs  Triandria  Monogynia  five  Ipecies  are  added  to  the 
Ixia:  the  aulicay  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1774> 
the  vulo/ay  in  1778,  the  patensy  in  17^79,  the  deujlay  in  1774,  and 
fyualidoy  in  the  fame  year.  To  the  Gladiolusy  or  Carn^flagy 
have  been  aJfo  added  five  new  fpecies :  the  JiriSiuSy  introduced 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1774;  the  carinatusy  intro¬ 
duced  at  the  iame  time,  and  the  blandus ;  the  JlavuSy  brought  in 
1780  by  Mr.  Paterfon;  and  the  fecurigory  aKo  from  the  Cape. 
A  new  fpecies  of  CyperuSy  the  vijeofusy  ii^troduced  from  Jamaica 
101781. 

In  the  clafs  Triandria  Monogynia  a  new  fpecies  of  the  Pani^ 
curriy  the  jericeunty  or  filky  panic  grafs,  brought  in  1780  from 
the  Weft  Indies.  Tht  Arijlaius  znA  Paniceus  of  Xho  Alopecurm 
of  Linnaeus  are  arranged  in  the  genus  AgroJlUy  and  two  fpe¬ 
cies  are  added;  the  lentOy  brought  from  the  Eaft  Indies  in  1778, 
and  the  complanatay  brought  from  Jamaica  in  1779.  A  new 
fpecies  .of  thc'P^^,  or  MeadotO  grafsy  the  Gerardiy  which  is  a 
native  of  the  Alps  of  France,  Italy,  and  Switzerland,  was  intro-i 
*  duced  in  1775. 

.  .  In'the  clafs  Triandria  Digynia  a  new  fpecies  of  the2>tf^y//x, 
^  xko^JlriQay  or  coePs^foot  grafs.  A  new  fpecies  of  Udo  Hordeuniy 
or  barleyy  the  jubaiumy  was  introduced  in  178a  from  Hudfon’s 
.  Bay.  .  .  ' 

•  In  the  daft  Tetrandria  Monogynia,  a  new  fpecies  of  the 
Ruhloy  or  maddery  th^  fruticofay  brought  from  the  Canary  iflands 
in  1779.  A  new  genus,  the  Wltheringiay  introduced  from  South 
America  in  1742;  the  character.  Cor.  fubcampanulaia :  tubo 
quadrigibbo.  Cai.  minimusy  obfoleie  4 — dentatus.  Peric.  2—hctdare. 
A  new  fpecies.  of  the  Blarioy  the  mufeofay  introduced  from  the 
Cape  of  Good.  Hope  in  1774.  Two  fpecies  of  tho  Buddlea: 
the  globojhy  brought  from  Chili  in  1774;  and  the  falvtfoliay 
brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1760.  A  new  fpecies 
of  the  CarnuSy  or  Dogwoody  the  JlriSfay  introduced  from  North 
America  in  1758.  A  new  genus,  the  Chloranthusy  brought 
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"from  China  in  1781 ;  the  chnraaer.  Cal  0,  Petalim  tAhh^im 
lateri  germinis  infidcnst  Anthtne  petalo  accrete.  Bacca  i— fpcmaa. 
Another  genus,  introduced  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  Monetta  g 
the  charader,  Cal.  4— fidus.  Pet.  4.  Bacca?  a— IcKularis.  Sent, 
folitaria.'  A  new  genus,  the  Curtifia^  introduced  in  1775  front 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  the  character.  Cal  ^^part.  Pet. 
fupera,  fubrotunda,  fucculenU:  4— 5~loculari. 

In  the  clafs  Tetrandria  Tetragynia,  four  fpecies  of  the  Jlex^ 
or  Hilly:  the  opaca^  introduced  from  Carolina  in  1744> 

•  radiy  introduced  from  Madeira  in  1760;  the  prinoidesj  brought 
from  Virginia  in  1760  ;  and  the  vomitoria  from  Weft  Florida, 
In  fo  extenfive  an  order  as  the  Pentandria  numerous  additions 
may  be  expcdled.  A  new  fpecies  of  the  Anchufa^  or  BuglofSy  the 
pankulata^  introduced  from  Madeira  in  1777.  A  new  fpecies 
of  the  Cynoglojfum^  or  Hound* s  tongue^  the  piSfurUj  introduced  at 
the  fame  time,  A  new  fpecies  of  the  Pulrmnana^  or  Lungwot't^ 


from  North  America  in  1781,  Two  fpecies  or  the  Phlox^  the 
undulata^  brought  from  North  America  in  i7S9i  fuave- 

introduced  in  I766f  Two  fpecies  ot  the  Campanukty  or 
Bell-fiower^  the  nitida^  brought  from  North  America  in  1743, 
and  the  prtfmatocarpusy  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope 
in  1787.  A  fpecies  of  the  Roella^  the  decurreus^  introduced  at 
the  fame  time.  A  fpecies  of  the  Rondeletioy  the  hirta^  brought 
from  Jamaica  in  1776.  A  fpecies  of  the  HanuUia^  the  grandl^ 
'flora^  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies  in  1778.  Two  fpecies  of 
the  Loniceraj  or  Honey fuckle^  the  grata^  from  North  AmeriCs), 

,  and  the  implexa  from  iMinorca.  A  fpecies  of  the  Verhafcuviy 
.  or  Mullein^  the  hamorrhoidaley  introduced  in  7777  front 
Madeira.  Two  fpecies  of  the  Phyfalisy  or  JVinter  Cherrys  the 
'arijiata^  from  the  Canary  I  (lands  in  1779,  and  the  proftrata^  from 
.Peru  in  1782.  Seven  fpecies  of  the  Solanumy  ITightJhadt^ 
the  auriculatuniy  introduced  from  Madagafcar  in  1773J  the 
lacintatuniy  from  New  Zealand  in  1772;  the  (orymbofuirij  from 
Peru  in  1786  ;  the  fubinermey  brought  from  the  Welt  Indies  in 
1778  ;  the  murlcatumy  brought  in  1 785  from  Peru ;  the  JlramonU 
fohunty  brought  from  the  Weft  Indjes  in  1778  ;  and  the  vefper^ 
tiUoy  introduced  from  the  Canary  Iflands  in  1779.  A  new  genus^ 
the  ArdiftOy  introduced  in  1 784  from  Madeira ;  the  character, 
Cor.  5 — partita.  Cal.  5.  phyllus.  Anther^  magnae,  efe^je.  Stigma 
fimplex.  Drupa  Auperi.  A  fpecies  of  thtSiderqxylony  or  Jron* 
woody  the  fericeumy  brought  in  1772  from  New  South  Wales. 
Six  fpecies  of  the  Rbamnusy  or  Buckthorn :  the  crenulaiusy  brought 
in  1778  from  the  illand  of  Teneriffe;  the  latifoUusy  brought 
from  the  Azores  in  1778 ;  the  glandulofusy  brought  from  Madeira 
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in  1785;  the  prinoidety  brought  O-om  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
in  1779;  the  myjiacimsy  brought  from  Abyffinia  in  17755  and 
alntfoliuSy  introduced  in  1778.  Two  fpecies  of  the  PhyUca: 
the  puhefans^  introduced  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  17745 
and  the  eriophorus^  introduced  at  the  fame  time.  Three  fpecies 
of  the  Cilajlrus\  or  Staff-  tree :  the  caffineides^  brought  from  the 
Canary  Iflands  in  17795  the  oHogonus^  brought  from  Peru  in 
17865  and  the  undulatusj  brought  from  the  ifland  of  Bourbon 
in  1785.  A  fpccies  of  Evonymus^  or  Spind/e-tree,  theatre- 
purpunus^  introduced  from  Auftria  in  1763.  A  fpccies  of  the 
Riiesy  or  Curranty  the  glandulofuniy  introduced  in  1777  from 
North  America.  A  new  genus,  the  StrclitzWy  named  in  honour 
of  the  Queen,  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  17735 
the  character,  Spatha.  CaLo,  Cor.'T^ — pctala.  3.  phyllum, 

genitalia  involvens.  Peru.  3 — loculare,  polyfpermum.  A  fpecies 
of  the  Acbryanthety  the  ,  introduced  » from  the  Canary 

Iflanda  in  1 780.  A  fpecies  of  the  lUecebrumy  or  KnoUgrafsy  the 
arjjlatumy  introduced  at  the  fame  time.  A  new  genus,  the  P/a- 
cam^y  brought  from  the  Canary  Iflands  in  17795  the  charaifer, 

Cor.  5 — fida.  Cal.  5— dentatus,  luperus.  Bacca  3~locularis..5m. 
foiitaria.  T wo  fpecies  of  the  Gardenia :  the  latifoliay  brought 
from' the  Eaft  Indies  in  1787;  and  the  Rothmanniay  brought  i 

from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1774.  A  new  fpecies  of  the  w  3 

Neriuniy  or  Rofe-bayy  the  coronartuniy  brought  from  the  "Eaft  ^  ^ 
Indies  in  1770.  Twolpecies  of  the  Cyndnehumt  the  trifpifidrunty  ^ 

introduced  from.South  America;  and  the  extenfimty  brought  from  1  1 
the  Eaft  Indies  in  1777.  Two  fpecies  of  the  AJclepiasy  or  Swallow^  i 

vtort:  procera  from  Perfia;  and  the brought  from 

Eaft  FJorida  in  1774.  Two  fpecies  of  the  Stapelia:  the  pulla  f  | 

and  articulatay  both*  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  "  ^ 

1774.  A  new  Ipecics  of  Chenopodiuniy  or  Goofeffooty  the  latnaliSy  ^ 

introduced  in  1781.  A  fpecies  of  the  Betay  or  Beefy  xh^patuloy 
brought  from  Madeira  in  1778.  A  new  fpecies  of  the  or  .  j 

Elmy  die  nemoralisy  a  native  of  North  America.  A  fpecies*  of 
the  Gentianoy  or  Gentiany  the  vifeofoy  introduced  from  the  Ca-  , 

nary  Iflands  in  1781.  A  fpecies  of  thtEryngiuniy  or  Eryr^Oy.lii^ 
bourgatiy  a  native  of  the  fouth  of  France.  A  fpecies  of  the  Cau^  \ 

eatisy  the  arvenfisy  a  native  of  Britain.  A  fpecies  of  Liguftiiumy  \ 

or  Lovagty  the  candicanSy  introduced  in  1780.  A  fpecies  of  the  | 

Bubony  the  lavigatumy  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  ^ 

1774.  A  fpccies  of  the  Mthufoy  or  Foorr  parjleyy  the  fatuay  1 

troduced  in  cl  781.  A  fpecies  of  the  Sefeliy  or  Moadow  Saxifragey  ^ 

the  arijlatumy  a  native  of  the  Pyrenean  mountains.  Two  fpecies  ^ 

of  the  PA:/x,  or  Sumach:  the from  South  Carolina  5  and  | 

the  viminaley  brought  from  ^the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1774.  5 

Two  fpecies  of*  the  Viburnumy  or  tVayfaring-iue :  the  nitidum  ^  ^ 

and 
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•  and  hnigatumt  both  from  North  America.  T»'o  fpecies  of  the 
Xylophylla^  ox  .Sta-Jtdt  Laurel:  the  falcata^  from  the  Bahama 
Kunds ;  and  Ac  ramifitra^  introduced  from  Siberia  in  1783- 
A  new  fpecies  of  AraltOy  the  capttatoy  brought  in  1778  from 
Ac  Weft  Indies.  Two  fpecies  of  Ae  SiatUe,  or  Thrifi:  the 
graminlfoliay  introduced  in  1780 ;  and  the introduced 
at  Ac  fame  time  from  the  Canary  Iflands.  No  lefs  than  eleven 
.  fpecies  of  the  Craffuloy  moftly  introduced  by  Mr.  MaiTon  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  between  the  years  1 774  and  1 788 ;  Ac 
lineolatay  puUhellay  imbricatay  obtiquoy  alooideSy  fparfa,  diffufoy  fpa- 
thulattty  marginalis ,  cordatOy  laSita,  A  new  genus,  the  iionthor- 
hizOy  introduced  from  North  America  in  1766;  the  charadicr, 
Cal.Q.  Pet-  5.  Neblaria  Sy  pedicellata.  Capf.  i — fperma. 

In  the  order  Hexandria,  a  new  genus  has  been  added,  the 
Piuairnia  ;  the  charafter.  Cal.  3 — phyllus,  femifiipcrus.  Petaia. 
3.  SytttJOTfl-neftarifera  ad  bafin  petalorum.  Stigmata  3,  contorta. 
Capf.  3,  introrfum  dehifeentes.  Stm.  alata.  It  conftfts  of  Arec 
fp'ecies:  Hat  bronulia-foliay  brought  from  Jamaica  in  1781;  Ac 
augu/iifoliay  brought  from  the  ifland  of  Santa  Cruz  in  1777  ;  and 
■  Ae  latifeliay  introduced  from  the  Weft  Indies  in  1785.  *  A  new 
fpecies  oi ftradefcantiay  the  difcoltry  brought  from  South  America 
in  1783.  Two  fpecies  of  the  Hamanthus:  the  eiliaris  and  ffi- 
ralisy  both  introduced  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1774. 
A  new  fpecies  of  Pancratiumy  the  verecundumy  brought  from  the 
Eaft  Indies  in  17761  Nine  fpecies  of  Amaryllisy  or  Lily  Daffodil: 
Ac  pumila  and  purpurtay  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
in  1774;  the  equejirisy  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies  in  1778; 
thc  retieulatay  hroagi^  fromj^fil  in  >777;.  the  vittata,  intro> 
duced  in  1769  ;  the  omatay  a  native  of  Guinea;  Ae  revelutOy 
introduced  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1774;  the  attreoy 
brought  from  China  in  1777;  and  the  radiatUy  introduced  in 
17.58.  Three  fpecies  of  Alliumy  or  Gar  lick:  Ae  imdorumy 
.  brought  from  Carolina  in  1776;  the  tricoccutriy  brought  from 
North  America  in  177O;  and  the  graciley  introduced  from 
Jamaica  in  1787.  A  new  genus,  the  Eucomisy  refembling  Ae 
fritiUary\  Ac  charadler.  Cor.  infera,  6— partiA,  perfiftens, 
patens.  Pilem.  ball  in  nedlarium  adnatum  connata.  ft  confifts 
of  four  fpecies :  the  nanay  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hone 


duced  from  NorA  America  in  1785.  Three  ipecics  of  the  AU 
buca:  the  Atiffinwy  brought  from  Ae  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in 

V80 ;  and  Ac  coariiata ,  zt\d  faftigeatay  introduced  in  1774'. 

wo  fpecies  of  Ae  Ornithogalumy  or  Star  of  Bethlehem,  the  ni- 
Veum  and  caudatum,  boA  brought  from.Ae  Ca^  of  Good  Hope 
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in  1774*  .Five  fpecics  of  the  Anthericum^  all  from  the  Cape  of 
Crood  Hope  :  the  floribundum^  the  canalicidatum  and  the  filiformej 
introduced  by  Mr.  Maflbn  in  1774;  and  the  trijlorum^  Antxo^ 
duced  in  1782 ;  and  the  albucoidesy  in  1788.  A  new  fpecies  of 
the  Drccancy  the  borealisy  a  native  of  Newfoundland,  Hudfon’s 
Bay  and  Canada,  introduced  in  1778. 


Art.  AJifcellaneom  Pieces  in  Profe  and  Verfe.  By  the  Rev. 
Dr.  fonaihan  Sw  fty  Dean  of  St.  Patrick* Sy  Dublin.  ‘  Not  in^ 
ferted  in  Mr.  Sheridan* s  Edition  of  the  Dean* s  Works.  8vo.  3s. 
boards.  Dilly.  London,  1789. 

HE  volume  before  us  is  introduced  without  any  apology  or 
explanation  in  what  manner  or  by  whom  the  various  pieces 
were  brought  to  light,  the  editor  conceiving  the  produdlions 
of  Dean  Swift  will  always  fpeak  for  themfelves.  Though,  from 
many  pccuiiaritiL^s  of  ftvle  and  circumftancef,  and  from  the  re- 
fpfi5Tability  of  the  publifher,  there  can  be  no  reafon  to  doubt  the 
authenticity  of  the  papers,  yet  we  truft  our  readers  will,  with 
ourfclves,  feel  a  certain  unfatisfied  curiofity  to,  know  the  caufes 
that  fo  long  retarded  their  publication,  or  that  now  bring  them 
to  light.  Such  as  they  are,  however,  we  receive'  them  with 
thankfulncfs,  as  we  dof  every  thing  from  lo  fuperior  and  original 
a  genius.  VVe  have,  fiifl,  five  letters  to  Mis.  Howard,  which 
have,  every  mark  the  tnoft  fccptical  reader  can  require  of  their 
being  the  genuine  produdlion  of  Dr.  Swift.  'J'hey  contain  fe- 
\cral  fevere  aniinadverfions  on  Sir  Robert  Walpole^s  adminiftra- 
tion,  feme  plaintive  expreflions  relative  to  Ireland,  and,  what 
could  hardly  enter  into  the  brain  of  any  man  but  Swift  in  writ¬ 
ing  to  a  lady,  a  juftification  of  feme  of  Gulliver’s  tranfadions, 
particularly  his  manner  of.  extinguilhing  the  flames  in  the  King 
of  Lilliput’s  palace ;  and  the  probability  of  fo  infignifleant  a 
charadler  being  treated  as  he  has  deferibed  himfelf  .by,  ladies 
of  the  court  of  BrobJ'gnag.  He  concludes  with  begging  leave 
to  lay  at  Mrs.  Howarc^’s  feet  the  crowm  of  Lilliput,  which  he 
jR>una  in  oiie  corner  of  his  waiftcoat  pocket,  into  which  he 
thruft  moft  of  the  valuable  furniture  of  the  royal  apartment,  when 
tlfie  palace  was  on  fire,  and  by  miftake  brought  it  with  him  to 
England.  At  the  fame  time  he  aflTures  her  that  he  very  ho- 
neftly  reftored  their  majefties  all  their  goods  that  he  knew  were 
in  his  pofleflion,  and  exprefles  a  wifb  that  all  courtiers  w^ould 
imitate  him. 

The  other  letters  to  this  lady  are  chiefly  political,  in  which  he 
exercifes  his  ufual  afperity,  without  any  regard  to  the  connexions 
pf  his  correfpondent.  They  conclude  with  fome  rhymes  on  the 
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tharaf^er  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  which  could  only  have  been 
written  by  the  Dean,  but  of  which  we  have  fomc  doubts  whe¬ 
ther  they  have  appeared  before  : 

«  With  favour  and  fortune  feftidioiifly  bleft^ 

He’s  loud  in  his  laugh,  and  he’s  coarfe  in  Jus  jeft: 

*  Of  favour  and  fortune  unmerited  vain, 

A  (harper  in  uifles,  a  dupe  in  the  main. 

Atchieving  of  nothing — ftill  promifing  wonders— 

By  dint  ot  experience  improving  in  blunders. 

Oppreffing  true  merit,  exalting  the  bafe. 

And  felling  his  country  to  purchafe  his  place, 

A  jobber  of  ftocks,  by  retailing  falfe  news— 

A  prater  at  court  in  the  ftyle  of  the  ftews : 

Of  virtue  and  worth  by  profeflion  a  giber. 

Of  juries  and  fenates  the  bully  and  briber. 

Tho*  1  name  not  the  wretch,  yet  you  know  whom  I  mean— ^  - 
’Tis  the  cur-dog  of  Britain,  and  fpaniel  of  Spain.* 

We  have  next  two  letters  to  Mr.  Windar,  prebendary  of 
'  Kilroot.  Thefe  will  be  intcrefting  to  thofe  who  are  fond  of 
tracing  the  life  of  this  extraordinary  charadter  through  all  its 
ftages:  but  the  following  thirteen  to  Mr.  Aldermari  Barber  of 
London  muft  be  particularly  and  painfully  fo  to  every  fympa- 
thctic  mind.  They  were  written  in  the  decline  of  life,  and 
trace,  not  only  by  the  writer’s  confelHon,  but  by  internal  evi¬ 
dence,  the  gradu^  decay  of  a  mind  that  foon  after  was  loft  to 
the  world.  We  meet,  in  almoft  every  letter,  W'ith  complaints 
of  pains  in  the  head,_that  are  jufed  as  apologies  for  long  delays 
in  anfwerlng  letters,  of  gloomy  piclares  of  every  thing  before 
him,  of  almoft  an  apprehenfton  left  he  ihould  continue  to  live, 
by  his  perpetually  concluding  with  wilhing  health  to  Mr.‘ Bar¬ 
ber,  and  that  he  might  live  as  long  as  he  d'efired.  But  what  is 
moft  painful  of  all  is,  the  frequent  repetition  of  the  fame  fubjefl 
almoft  in  the  fame  words,  and  without  the  leaft  apparent  recol- 
ledtion  that  he  had  ever  mentioned  them  before.  We  Ivave 
omitted  to  take  notice  of  a  letter  to  Sir  Cliarles  Wogan,  bc- 
caufe  the  editor  admits  it  has  before  appeared  in  print,  and  of 
Sir  Charles’s  very  peculiar  compofition,  bccaufc  it  is  not  the 
work  of  the  Dean.  We  would  not,  however,  be  fuppoled  to 
undervalue  it,  or  to  object  to  its  finding  a  place  in  this  mifcel- 
Jany ;  nor  can  we  better  deferibe  its  merits  than  in  the  words  of 
the  editor : 

*  This  traft  Is  well  worthy  to  be  preferved,  both  on  account  of  the 
matter  it  contains,  and  the  llyle.  It  is  true,  in  fome  of  the  political 
part,  great  allowances  arc  to  be  made  for  party- prejudice;  but  there 
arc  many  things  alfo  that  deferve  the  utmoft  attention.  The  gbw 
of  patriodfm  which  Breaks  forth  in  treating  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland,. 

and 
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and  the  tme  caufes  for  the  cruel  oppreflion  under  which  that  .unhappy 
nation  laboured,  now  probably  for  the  firfl  time  laid  open,  cannot 
^1  to  give  great  pleaAire  to  all  true  lovers  of  their  country,  and  to 
animate  them  in  the  exertions  of  that  nobleil  of  virtues  which  has 
but  lately  fprung  ap  in  their  bofoms,  and  flourifhed  to  fo  eminent  a 
degree.  But,  independent  of  every  other  conilderation,  the  compo-* 
fitioD  is  in  itfelf  fo  mafterly,  befpeaking  at  once  the  gentleman,  the 
ibidier,  and  the  fcholar,  that  it  would  be  a  pity  to  have  it  any  longer 
concealed  from  the  puUic  eye/ 

But  though  this  may  be  a  juft  defcription  of  this  valuable  re- 
lic,  it  deferves  to  be  noticed  as  containing  many  valuable  fup- 
plcnaents  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Pretender,  and  of  the  revolutiort 
in  Ireland.  Wc  have  of  late  years  been  accuftomed  to  hear  a 
general  cry  in  favour  of  whiggifm  y  and  all  parties,  with  only  a 
few  individual  exceptions,  anxious  to  be  confidered  under  that 
dei>omiBatioi>.  But  the  writer  we  are  now  fpcaking  of  not 
only  profefTes  Kimfelf  a  tory,  but  confiders  fuch  principles  as  the 
only  folid  foundations  oT  Englifti  liberty.  Without  following 
him  through  a  variety  of  arguments^  in  w^hich  be  treats  the 
power  of  the  Houfe  ot  Co.nmons,  and  the  reftriftions  on  the 
indnarch,  as  the  fources  from  which  we  are  to  expe<S  the  ab- 
fclutc  power  of  the  latter,  we  (hall  in  general  obferve  that  the 
reader  wilt  meet  with  the  honeft  opinions  of  a  genuine  tory  on 
the  conduvSl  of  James  the  Firft,  Charles  the  Firff,  Oliver  Crom¬ 
well,  and  alfo  a  vindication  of  Charles  the  Second’s  behaviour 
in  ailing  without  his  parliament ;  fome  very  pointed  anecdotes, 
and  not  lefs  bold  opinions,  concerning  Clarendon,  and  an  almoft  ' 
minute  detail  of  the  circumftances  arid  politics  of  Ireland  during 
all  thefe  traidaclions.  The  author’s  pathetic  defcription  of  his 
eppreded  country  makes  the  moft  conllderable  part  of  his  letter; 
and,  from  the  (hrewdnefs  of  his  underftanding,  the  boldnefs  of 
his  opinion,  and  his  being  perfonally  interefted  in  it,  no  one 
could  be  more  fit  for  this  tafl^  except  that  the  laft  circumftance, 
jol.-ied  to  that  independence  of  charaftcr  which  is  too  apt  to 
make  a  great  genius  adopt  opinions  with  greater  warmth  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  they  are  his  own,  may  now  and  dien  induce  him  to 
life  expreftions  a  little  too  bold,  and  to  carry  fentiments,  how¬ 
ever  laudable,  to  a  dangerous  extreme.  Nor  is  he  more  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  honour  of  his  countrymen  in  great  concerns  than  in 
vindicating  them  from  the  general  character  of  huUifniy  for 
which  they  are  fo  femous  throughout  England.  It  is  almoft:* 
amuftng  to  fee  how  much  the  writer  feels  himfelf  hurt  by  thefe 
little  pleafentries ;  and  that  the.  writings  of  all  their  greater  ge- 
itiufTes  (bould  in  all  parts  of  the  world  be  attributed  to  the' 
Englifti  Speaking  of  the  general  obloquy  with  which  the  Irifh 
aurc  treated  in  regard  to  intdleftual  talents,  he  introduces  a  ftory 

which 
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which  may  fervc  to  (hew.  how  much  his  heart  was  intcreftcd  ia 
the  fubjc<ft  i 

«  I  remember  to  have  been  prefcnt  at  a  fccnc  humorous  enough 
upon  this  very  fubjea  at  Will’s  cofTee  houfe.  The  Cages  there,  ia 
profound  contemplation,  were  very  gravely  oftcring  tlieir  fevcral 
rcafons^  why  wit  could  not  be  of  the  growth  of  Ireland.  Some  would 
have  it  owing  to  the  bogginefs  of  the  foil,  which  moft  undoubtcdl/ 
and  imperceptibly  convey  too  much  humidity  to  the  brain ;  others 
to  the  perpetual  cloudinefs  of  the  (ky,  that  muft  of  neceffity  cad 
a  dull  influence,  infufing  melancholy,  llotii,  and  heavinefs,  to  the  un- 
derilanding ;  many  to  the  want  of  funihine,  fo  fovereign  in  invigo¬ 
rating  and  giving  chcerfulnefs  and  alacrity  to  th-  fpirits.  Aatoog 
fuch  a  number  of  (hining  geniufes,  who  brightened  up  under  the 
continual  mill  over  London,  it  was  hard  to  end  the  difpute  about  the 
caufe,  while  all  were  agreed  about  the  faff.’  At  length  the  wag* 
Bob  Dodwcll  (who  had  a  little  before  forced  a  company  of  fooc 
from  Lord  Peterborough,  as  a  fort  of  amends  for  a  feverc  joke  upem 
his  country),  rofe  up  with  a  very  demure  countenance,  as  demand¬ 
ing  audience  of  the  very  oif-full  aflembly;  which  being  granted, 

*  My  lords  and  gentlemen,’  fays  he,  ‘  it  is  a  very  moot  point  CD 

•  which  of  thofe  caufes  we  may  aferibe  tlie  univerfal  dulnefs  of  the 

•  Irifti.  It  may  be  owing,  •  perhaps,  to  fome  one  ;  perhaps  to  the 

<  combination  of  all  together :  God  only  knows,  who  was  pleaied  to 

•  order  it  fo  from  the  loginning.  But  that  the  cafe  is,  as  you  agree 
^  it  in  your  great  wifdom,  1  (hall  offer  a  familiar  and  unanfwerablc 

<  proof.  My  father  had  tludied  with  great  applaufe  in  Oxford  (for 

•  had  he  ftudied  in  Dublin,  where  he  was  born,  he  had  made  but  a 

•  very  (lender  progrefs  in  learning,  as  you  (hall  find  by  the  fequd) ;  ’ 

;  *  in  (hort,  he  was  allowed,  in  that  famous  univerfity,  to  be  both 

an  excellent  divine,  and  a  moft  eloquent  preacher.  From  thence 
he  removed  to  Dublin,  where,  on  account  of  the  reputation  he  had 
/  *  juftly  acquired  abroad,  he  was  inftanriy  preferred  to  the  pariih  of 
;  '  St.  Mican’s.  Great  was  the  concourfe  to  hear  him ;  but  much 
'  greater  the  furprife  to  find  how  little  his  fermons  anfwered  the  cha- 

•  ratter  the  world  had  given  of  him.  This  could  not  mifs  being 

•  whifpered  to  him :  he  made  feveral  efforts  in  vain  to  regain  his 
‘  credit ;  his  fermons  were  (till  worfe  and  worfe  liked ;  at  length  his 

•  church  was  almoft  forfaken,  and  he  left  to  hold  forth  to  very  few 
‘  but  the  old  women. 

*  The  man  was  at  his  wit’s  end  to  find  the  caufe  of  this  unaccount- 
‘  able  change^  in  him  :  at  laft  he  wifely  judged  it  muft  be  owing  to 

•  the  climate  in  which  he  writ ;  and,  to  make  proof  of  it,  fct  out 

•  one  Monday  morning  in  the  packet-boat  for  Holyhead,  there  com- 

•  pofed  his  fermon  for  next  Sunday,  and  returning  to  Dublin  on  the 

•  eve,  after  having  begged  of  ibme  friends,  out  of  mere  charity,  to 
‘  ailift  at  it,  preached  divinely  well,  to  the  utter  aftomfhment  of  his 
‘  auditory,  charmed  at  the  excellency  of  his  performan^.  This 

miracle  rung  immediately  over  the  whole  city;  and  he,  mal^g  ufc 

•  of  the  fame  happy  ftratagem  every  week,  of  compofing  at  Holy- 

•  head  what  he  was  to  deliver  from  the  pulpit  in  Dublin,  the  dodor’s 

•  name  was  up ;  all  Dublin  thronged  to  hear  him ;  and  perfons  of  the 

*  beft 
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*  bcfl  diilinAion  reforted  thither  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  fee 

*  this  fecond  Livy. 

*  However,  as  the  devil  owed  the  doftor  w  fpite,  it  chanced  un« 

*  fortunately  for  him  that'he  was  obliged,  from  feme  flight  indifpo- 

•  fitipns,  to  take  phyfle  two  or  three  feveral  times  on  the  very  days 
^  the  packet  boat  let  out;  and  being  thereby  under  the  unhappy  ne- 

•  ceflity  of  penning  his  fermons  for  the  week  in  Dublin,  his  audl- 

*  tory  were  aflonilhed,  on  thofe  occafions,  to  find  them  good  for  no- 

•  thing.  By  ihefc  ups  and  downs  of  the  dodlor  the  myflery  at 
^  length  came  out ;  and  whenever  the  packet-boat  failed  for  Holy- 

•  head,  the  common  ouefHon  over  the  whole  city  was,  whether  the 

*  dodor  had  gone  on  hqsurd  ?  If  the  anfwer  was  in  the  affirmative, 

*  there  was  an  univerfal  joy  throughout;  all  were  Aire  of.  being 

•  charmed  the  next  Sunday ;  if  in  the  negative,  the  poor  do^or  was 

•  left,  on  that  day,  to  preach  to  the  bare 'walls/  * 

^  Vi/  hilc  Bob  held  forth  in  this  manner,  with  a 'very  grave  phiz, 
Aat  covered  a  wicked  under-fnecr,  very  natural  to  him,  the  feene, 
I  muR  own,  was  admirable  in  regard  of  the  auditory;  and  could 
give  a  by-ftander  room  to  form  a  certain  judgment  of  the  weight  of 
brains  that  came  to  the  fhare  of  every  one  of  them.  Upon  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  difeourfe  all  ears  v>ere  alert ;  it  was  a  folemn  filcnce  and. 
profound  attention!  for  when  that  Demogergon,  Ireland,  is  to  be 
run  down,  it  is  wonderful  how  almoft  every  Englilh  heart  bounds  for 
joy.  Before  Bob  had  brought  his  father  back  from  H  lyhead  the 
firft  time,  fomc  had  fenfe  enough  to  fee  the  ridicule  levelled  at  them- 
felves,  and  fneaked  off.  Others  were  fo  numfkuird  as  to  wait  for 
the  fermon  compefed  in  Anglefey,  and  delivered  with  applaufe  at 
St.  Mican’s,  whereat  a  fudden  light  broke  in  upon  their  noddles ; 
they  could  Hand  the  joke  no  longer,  and  flunk  away  too.  But  when 
it  came  to  the  unhappy  confequences  of  the  dodor's  taking  pbyfici 
the  whole  fhoal  of  virtuofos  were  fenfible  to  the  flroke,  and  voided 
the  room  at  once,  except  one  blue,  one  green  ribbon,  and  a  lieute¬ 
nant-general  of  the  queen’s  army,  that  had  courage  and  infipidity 
enough  to  hear  the  poor  doftor  preach  to  the  bare  walls.  Then  the 
cloud  that  had  hung  fo  long  and  fo  obftinately  over  their  intelleftuals, 
difappeared.  However,  they*  were  too  Rout  to  quit  the  field  as  their 
betters  had  done,  and  fo  contented  ihemfelves  with  caRing  fliecps 
eyes  and  filly  leers  at  each  other,  while  Bob  and  1  erijoyed  their 
Jlupidity. 

‘  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  Impoffible  for  an  upright  and  good- 
natured  fpirit  not  to  look  with  concern  upon  the  inhuman  flavery  of 
the  poor  in  Ireland.  Since  they  have  neither  liberty  nor  ichools  al¬ 
lowed  them ;  fince  their  clergy,  generally  fpeaking,  can  have  no 
learning  but  what  they  fcramble  for,  through  the  extremities  of  cold 
and  hunger,  in  the  dirt  and  ergotifm  of  foreign  univerfities ;  fince  all 
together  arc  under  the  perpetual  dread  of  perfecution,  and  have  no 
fccurity  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  lives  or  their  religion  againR  the 
annual  thunders  of  the  EngliRi  Vatican  but  the  prefent  moment :  how 
can  it  be  expected  they  (hould  keep  clear  of  fuperRition,  which  is  fo 
elegantly  and  fo  truly  called  by  a  modern  author  the  fpleen  of  the 
foulf  but. that  of  my  fpirit  is  up,  and  I  inuR  out  with  it,  after 
'  "  having 
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havlne  pardon  of  my  friend  Mr.  Pope,  for  having  animad- 

verte«l  upon  his  jokes  in  the  Dunciad  with  regard  to  Ireland.  Thofe 
railleries  are  fo  agreeable  -to  the  humour  of  the  world  in  gci.erJ,  that, 
like  favourite  vices;  they  carry  their  excufc  along  with  them.* 

But  to  return  to  the  productions  of  Dr.  Swift.  The  reft  of 
the  volume  coiifirts  of  ftort  bccaiional  efiays,  and  fome  original 
poems.  Among  the.  former  is  am  account  of  a  bill  lor  the  Irifh 
cleri^y’s  refiding  on  their  livings;  in  which  the  jdifFercnce  of  the' 
I  fitua^tion  of  the  Englifli  atnd  lri(h  incumbents  is  ingenioufly 
“  ftated — The  Courtier’s  Creed ;  which,  as  k  is  Ihort  and  cha- 
raCleriftic  of  the  Deanes  mauiancr  of  writing^  wc  fliall  lay  before. 
-  our  readers : 

I 

•The  CouRTiER^s  Creid.. 

*  1  beliere  in  K.  G.  the  Second,  the  greateft  captain  and  tho 
wifcll  monarch  between  heaven  and  earth ;  and  in  Sir  R.  W,  his 
only  miniiler,  our  lord ;  who  was  begotten  of  Barret  the  attorney^' 
born  of  Mrs.  W;  of  Houghton,  accufed  of  corruption,  conviAe^’ 
expelled,  and  imprifoned ;  he  went  down  into  Norfolk ;  the  third - 
year  he  came  up  again.  .  He  afeended  into  the  adminiilration,  and 
fitteth  at  the  head  of  the  treafury,  from  whence  he  (hall  pay  all  thofe. 
who  vote  as  they  are  commanded. 

*  I  believe  in  Horace’s  treaties,  the  fan&ity  of  the  bidiops,  the  in¬ 
dependency  of  the  lords,  the  integrity  of  the  commons,  relHtution 
from  the  Spaniards,  refurreClion  of  ' credit,  difeharge  of  the  public 
debts,  and  peace  everlalUng.  Amen/ 

Mf 

A  few  papers  in  the  Intelligencer,  not  inferted  before  among 
the  Dean’s  works —Mifcellaneous  Poems,  fome  of  which  have 
before  appeared^'  and  of-the  remainder  we  may  (ay,  *tis  pity  they 
'  ever  appeared.  They  are  faid  to  be  his  earlieft  produdtions  ; 
but  we  (hould  doubt  if  he  ever  produced  any  thing  fo  .dull,  fb 
obfeure,  fo  petrifying!  A  few  mifcellaueous  letters  are  added, 
one  to  the  Athenian  Society,  printed  in  the  Athenian  Oracle  } 
one  to  Mifs  Jane  Waryng  ;  and  a  few  to  Bi(hop  Atterbury. 

[  I'hat  to  Mifs  Wa^ng  is  fo  remarkably  charaderiftic  of  what 
I  we  might  expedi  of  Swift  under  the  circumftances  for  which  it 
.  was  written,  that  we  wifli  our  limits  would  permit  us  to  offer  it 
to  our  readers. 

From  the  extra£Is  we  have  given  the  reader  will  be  able  to 
1  Judge  of  the  authenticity  of  the  volume,  which  .we  coniidcr  as 
la  valuable  fupplement  to  the  labours  already  publilhed  of  that 
"lis  original  and  ingenious  writer. 


Art. 


I 


31  The  Adventures  of  Theagenes  and  Chariclea. 

Art.  VI.  The  Adventures  of  Iheagenes  and  Chariclea ;  a  Ro^ 
mance.  Tranjlated  from  the  Greek  of  Heliodorus*  12ino. 

a  vols.  6s.  rayne  and  Son.  London^  1789. 

•^HI S  work  is  curious,  as  being  the  firft  romance  with  which 
we  are  acquainted,  and  perhaps  the  only  performance  of  its 
kind  produced  in  ancient  times. 

On  the  merit  of  the  original  work  it  is  not  nee'eflary  that  wc 
fiiould  now  enter  at  full  length.  The  ftate  of  ancient  fociety 
and  manners  perhaps  afforded  little  (cope  to  the  pen  of  a  novelift. 
There  is  but  (mall  difplay  of  charafter..  Its  merit  muft  therefore 
coniift  in  the  incidents  and  paffions.  The  incidents  are  fre¬ 
quently  improbable,  and  the  moft  important  of  them  are  anti¬ 
cipated  by  dreams  or  oracles.  The  reprefentation  of  the  paflions 
will  to  the  modern  reader  fometimes  feem  unnatural  and  extra- 
iragant;.but  allowances  arc  to  be  made  for  the  difference  of 
.  times.  Notwithftanding  thefe  defe£b  it  muft  be  remarked  that 
the  work,  independently  of  its  value  as  a  literary  curiofity,  pof«- 
feffes  no  (mail  fliare  of  merit,  and  may,  even  in  the  tranflation, 
be  perufed  with  fome  degree  of  intereft.  It  feems,  indeed,  to 
deferve  more  attention  than  it  has  met  with  from  the  learned  of 
modern  times.  . 

Of  Heliodorus,  the  father  of  romance,  little  more  i&  known  I 
than  of  Homer,  the  father  of  epic  poetry.  The  only  particulars  ' 
which  feenri  to  be  afcertained  are,  that  he  floiirifhed  under  the 
Emperor  Theodofius,  was  Bifhop  of  Tricca  in  Tbefl'aly,  and 
compofed  this  work  in  his  younger  years. 

With  regard  to  the  tranflation,  we  have  to  obferve  that  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  faithful.  The  tranflator  feems  to  have  adhered  pretty 
clofely  to  the  Greek  idiom,  and  perhaps  would  not  hare  in¬ 
jured  his  author  by  more  cafe  and  freedom  of  expreflion.  This, 
is '  not  the  only  tranflation  of  the  work  before  us ;  we  have  met 
with  an  old  one,  which  is  now  fcarce,  and  the  language  nearly 
obfolcte.  The  prefent  tranflator  deferves  praife  for  prefenting 
us  with  this  ancient  work  in  a  modern  drefs ;  and  thofc  of  our 
readers  who  are  fond  of  novels,  but  ignorant  of  the  original 
Greek,  will  not  be  forry  for  this  opportunity  to  perufe  the  Ad- 
i^entures  of  Theagenes  and  Chariclea. 


/ 
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Art.  VII.  Ohfervatlons  on  JoiK  Hefoitaly  or  Ship  Fivety  from 
tht  i^h  of  April.,  1776,  until  the  30/A  of  Aprily  1789,  made  in 
various  Parts  of  Europe  and  Americoy  and  on  the  internudiate 
Seas.  By  Robert  Robertfony  M.  D.  a  Surgeon  of  bis  Majejiv^s 
*  Navy.  A  new  EeUtioHy  much  enlarged  and. improved*  8vo._6s.^ 
I  boards.  Robinfons.  London,  1789. 

t 

ITHE  obfervations  contained  in  this  volume  were  made  on 
board  different  (hips,  comprehending  in  all  a  period  of  near 
fourteen  years,  and  accompanied  for  a  cpiifiderable  time,  not 
only  with  a  diary  of  the  weather,  but  tables  flicwing  the  monthly 
ftate  of  the  fick  lift.  That  there  is  an  intimate  connexion  be¬ 
tween  the  ftatc.of  the  atmofphere  and  the  health  of  the  human 
|body,  is  a  propofition  which  muft  be  univerfally  admitted:  yet 
we  cannot , help  thinking  that  the  author  of  the  prefent  work 
jhas  purfued  this  idea  with,  rather  a  frivolous  and  unneceflary 
binutenefs,  which  he  feems  frequently  to  have  adopted,  even  in 
|he  regiftcr  of  the  fick..  When  we  make  this  remark,  however, 
:;We  would  not  be  underftood  as  meaning  to  depreciate  the  au- 
^i^or’s  labour.  On  the  contrary,  we  applaud  the  extraordinary 
"^^ttention  which  he  feems  every  where  to  have  beftowed  upon 
^be  duties  of  his  department ;  and  though  his  induftiy  be  ex- 
*^ended  beyond  the  limits  of  medical  utility,  we  never  find  it  re¬ 
laxed  on  lubjefts  of*  real  importance. 

I  The  defeription  which  our  author  has  given  of  the  fhip-fever 
appears  to  be  accurate,  and  is  conformable  to  the  general  cha- 
"^laftcriftics  of  a  febrile,  putrid  diforder.  The  difeafe  ran  to  a 
•  i^eat  length  in  many  cafes,  owing  probably  to  the  patients  con¬ 
tinuing,  while  in  a  feeble  ftatd,  to  live  under  the  influence  of  a 
virulent  infedfion*  .  And  to  the  fame  caufe  we  muft  aferibe  the 
frequent'  relapfes  which  happened. 

j  The  (hip  being  in  high  northern  latitudes  when  the  difeafe 
,  (koke  out,  the  author  imagined  that  the  fick,  in  the  beginning' 
of  the  fever,  would  have  received  benefit  by  taking  away  a 
Kttle  blood ;  but,  from  repeated  trials,  he  found  this  was  not  the 
s  Cafe  j  for  though  the  pulfe  and  other  fymptoms  feemed  to  indi- 
cate  the  neceflity  of  diminifliing  a  little  the  vital  fluid,  fcarcely 
one  patient  could  bear  the  Ibfe  of  a  few  ounces,  without  incur- 
iiig  much  additional  debility. 

^  Dr.  Lind  formerly  obferved,  that  if  emetics  are  adminiftered 
on  the  appearance  of  the  firft  fymptoms  of  contagion,  or  during 

f"*  e  cold  or  fliivering  fit  of  the  firft  paroxyfm,  they  frequently 
event  the  fever ;  and  the  fame  remark  was  made  by  the  au- 
or  now  before  us.  He  began  generally  with  a  vomit  of  pulv. 
ipecacuan.  gr.  v.  and  fometimes  tartar  emetic,  gr.  fs,  which 
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was  repeated  every  half  hour,  until  it  operated  ;  either  of  which 
was  wrought  oft*  in  the  common  way,  with  )varm  water.  .  He 
cautions  againft  giving  tart,  emetic,  in  large  dofes,  as  he  has 
known  it,  when  thus  adminiftered,- to  produce  univerfal  fpafms 
and  extreme  debility,  which  have  proved  the  means  of  death. 

If  the  emetic  is  given  before  noon,  the  remainder  of  the  day 
muft  not  be  loft.  Unlefs  the  patient  has  had  a  copious  ftool  or 
two.  Dr.  Robertfon  orders  a  gentle  cathartic  to  be  given  two 
hours  after  the  vomiting  has  ceafed.  What  he  generally  ufes  is 
the  fal  cathart.  amar.  |  i.  with  or  without  cremor.  tart.  J  ii.  To 
lave  time,  in  many  bad  cafes,  he  has  very  properly  given  the 
tart,  emetic,  and  the  purgative  together,  in  fmall  quantities,  re¬ 
peating  them  until  a  ftool  was  procured  and  then  ordered  the 
bark. 

At  bedtime  he  advifes  a  fudoriftc  to  be  adminiftered,  and  the 
limbs  to  be  waftied  with  warm  water,  and  a  little  vinegar. .  The 
fudorific  he  preferibed  on  board  the  Edgar  was  either  of  the 
two  following,  viz.  tart,  emetic,  gr.  fs.  vel  gr.  i.  opii  gr.  fs. 
conferv.  rof.  hat  bolus ; — vel  fal  CC  gr.  v.  opii  gr.  fs.  conf.  rof. 
hat  bolus.  Warm,  diluting  drinks  were  ordered  to  be  taken 
after  the  fudorific  ;  but  the  latter  was  not  to  be  rej^ated. 

RefpCiSling  blifters,  our .  author’s  obfervations  are  ufeful. 
Should  the  patient  have  been  ailing  fome  days  before  he  com¬ 
plained,  and  the  head-ach  violent,  it  will  be  the  more  neceflary 
to  apply  a  blifter  between  the  Ihoulders  at  this  time.  If  it  was 
evening  before  the  patient  complained^  Dr.  Robertfon  generally 
thought  fit  to  give  the, emetic  and  fudorific,  and  to  bathe  the 
limbs.  But  in  many  cafes  he  applied  the  blifter  immediately. 
He  has  remarked,  that  unlefs  blifters  are  applied  very  early  in 
fhe  fhip-fever,  he  could  hardly  fay  they  ever  proved  beneficial, 
except  in  cafes  with  fixed  pains  about  the  thorax,  which  they  often 
removed  without  abating  the  fever.  He  is  fo  ftrongly  confirmed 
,  in  the  propriety  of  this  practice,  that  he  would  recommend  the 
application  of  blifters  early,  without  regarding  any  theory  on  the 
adtion  of  cantharides  and  bliftering  in  the  beginning  of  fever. 
The  fame  doctrine  has  been  inculcated  by  the  judicious  Dr.  Lind, 
who  likcwife  al^ibed  good  effedts  to  the  operation  of  blifters, 
and  the  difeharge  which  they  procured  in  ^e  advanced  ftate  of 
fever ;  but  the  obfervations  of  the  prefent  author,  in  general,  do 
not  tend  to  confirm  the  utility  of  this  pradfice. 

The  !iext,  or  fecond  day  of  the  patient’s  complaining,  our  au¬ 
thor  ordered  him  the  cathartic,  unlefs  the  emetic  had  procured 
fome  ftods ;  and  unlefs  bark  was  preferibed  together  with  the 
cathartic,  which  was  often  done,  he  began  to  give  it  as  foon  as 
the  patient  had  one  or  two  loofe  ftooU,  and  ^terwards  it  was 
continued  from  one  to  four  hours,  as  he  faw  occafion.  If  the 
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i  head-ach  was  violent,  the  fudorific,  contrary  to  the  author’s 
former  injunftion,  was  often  again  repeated,  and  a  blifter  like- 
wife  applied. 

Dr.  Robertfon  is  a  ftrong  advocate  for  the  early  exhibition 
of  the  bark  ;  and  certainly  the  practice  is  highly  expedient  in  all 
putrid  fevers,  efpecially,  as  is  moftly  the  cafe,  when  unaccom¬ 
panied  with  any  alarming  inflammatory  fymptom.  We  (hall 
prefent  our  readers  with  the  author’s '  expoftulatiort  on  this 
iubjecl : 

'In  fome  cafes  I  prefcribed  it  as  foon  as  the  patient  complained, 
without  waiting  for  any  evacuation  whatever;  in  others,  a  few  hours 
after  they  were  vomited  only  ;  and  often  along  with  the  cathartic, 
according  to  the  exigency  of  the  cafes.  ^  The  more  dangerous  and 
alarming  thefe  are,  the  more  neceflary  it  is,  experience  has  convinced 
me,  to  adminifter  bark  early.  Bucas  our  chief  dependenccTor  the 
cure  was  on  bark,  though  other  medicines  were  frequently  Joined  with 
it,  we  (hall  be  more  particular ,  on  this  head ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
endeavour  to  combat  the  principal  objections  which  theorifls  advance 
againft  the  early  ufe  of  bark  in  fever,  which  tliev  found  on  the  tonic, 
phlogiftic,  and  conflipating  qualities  of  the  bark.  1  with,  however, 
to  know  of  phyficians  whether,  in  a  regular  feries  of  fever  pra^ice, 
they  havosdifeovered  thofe  qualities  by  its  eiFeCts  when  early  and  li¬ 
berally  adminiltered  in  fever;  or  if  it  is  only  a  preconceived  preju¬ 
dice  grounded  on  their  own  theory,  or  the  theory  of  a  favourite  au- 
*thor  or  praCUtioner,  which  prefents  this  unfavourable  idea  of  bark. 
'^And,  finding  it. to  poflefs  thofe  qualities,  1  beg  to  be  informed  for 
what  reafons  they  preferibe  it  for  intermittents,  as  it  is  univerfally 
admitted  that  the  fyhem  labouring  under  an  intermittent  is  nearer 
to  a  ftate  of  health  than  it  is  under  any  other  genus  or  fpecies  of  fe- 
^ver?  Becaufe,  if  their  own  idea  of  bark  is  juft,  and  the  general 
^  Opinion  of  intermittents  be  true,  it  is  a  plain  philofopbical  induClion 
fo  powerful  a  tonic  and  phlogiftic  medicine  is  of  all  others  the 
I ^oft  improper  to  be  adminiftered  in  this  ftate  of  the  fyftem.  Whea 
p  it  is  adminidered,  as  I  have  often  given  it,  to  people  in  pcrfefl 
P;  health,  to  prevent  fever,  what  become  of  its  tonic  and  phlogiftic 
p  Qualities  ?  They  continue  to  enjoy  their  ^lealth  amidft  infection. 
i  Hence  it  is  obvious  they  muft  either  change  their  opinion  and  find 
but  new  o^eCtions  againft  it,  or  candidly  acknowlcage  that  it  is  the 
reafons  before  mentioned  which  have  prejudiced  them* againft  it; 
^  prejudice  which  has  been  the  bane  of  thoufands;  prejudice  which 
has  prevented  us  fo  long  fiom  getting  one  ftep  beyond  the  line 
marked  by  our  anceftors.  Shall  every  fcience  daily  receive  improve¬ 
ments  but  .that  which  is  the  moft  eftential  to  man?  Seeing  thefe 
improvements  in  other  feiences,  and  looking  with  amazement  and 
^l'®  fupeiftiiion  and  errors  of  our  fellow -creatures  in 
of  them,  and  having  refolution  and  wifdom  to  thiok  for  our- 
induce  us  to  idolife  them  in  the  practice  of  phyfic 
wherein  they  have  been  fo  extremely  deficient  ?  Are  we 
continue  facrifioDg  the  lives  of  our  fellow-crea- 
^urcs  to  their  falfe  doCtrines,  erroneous  principles,  and  unjuft  pre- 
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judices  ?  Let  us  regard  inftru&ion  originate  whence  it  may ; 
inftruAion  dearlv  bought  by  the  perfon  who  offers  it  with  great  diffi« 
dence  to  his  fellow-citizens  ;  inftrudtion,  the  fruit  of  a  long  and  ex- 
tenfive  pradlice,  collected  from  innumerable  inftances  of  its  falutary 
eiFedts,  and  furely  not  to  be  rejedled  becaufe  it  militates  agalnll  falfe 
old  theories  new  modelled. 

‘  Of  the  real  manner  in  which  bark  operates  fo  fpeedily  and 
powerfully,  we  are,  and  perhaps  ever  will  be  ignorant.  But  the 
eflFedt  of  bark  in  fever  is  obvioully  reftorative.  Where  one  patient 
has  died  from  an  early  and  liberal  ufe  of  bark  in  fever,  certain  I 
am  that  thoufands  have  died  from  a  contrary  pradtice.  The  danger 
which  theortlh  threaten  us  with,  from  an  early  and  liberal  ufe  of  bark 
in  fever,  firikes  me  with  the  fame  idea  as  if  they  told  me  I  (hould 
poffibly  fall  if  they  faw  me  running  out  of  a  magazine  of  powder 
which  I  knew  was  immediately  to  blow  up  by  a  train  leading  to  it 
being  lighted.* 

In  the  article  of  diet,  wine,  as  might  be  cxpedled,  is  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  principal  remedy. 

The  cafes  adduced  in  this  work  are  numerous,  and  feerti  to 
be  faithfully  related ;  but  the  pradlice,  though  judicioufly  adopted, 
is  hardly  in  any  point  different  from  the  common  treatment  of 
putrid  fevers. 


Art;  VIII.  An  Hijiory  of  the  Cbrijiian  Churchy  from  the  earliejl 
Periods  to  the  prefeht  Time.  12 mo.  2  vols.  8s.  boards. 

Kearfley.  London,  1790.  • 

P'E  W  men  of  genius  having  direfted  their  attention  towards 
compofing  a  hiftory  of  the  church,  the  talk  has  generally 
been  executed  by  dull  and  laborious  inquirers,  who,  little  qua* 
lifted  to  enliven  a  fubjeft  naturally  unentertaining,  have  only  ren¬ 
dered  it  more  ungrateful  by  their  own  minutenefs  and  prolixity. 
It  is,  however,  undoubtedly  a  province  which  merits  the  ftrifteft 
refearches  of  the  hiftbrian;  and  the  work  now  before  us  affords 
a  proof  that  it  may  be  elucidated,  not  only  without  difguft,  but 
with  much  fatisfadlion  to  the  reader.  Mr.  G.  Gregory,  the 
editor  (for  he  affumes  not  the  title  of  author),  informs  us  that, 
for  a  conftderable  part  of  the  materials  of  the  ftrft  volume,  he 
is  indebted  to  a  very  learned  and  ingenious  friend  ;  and  with  re- 
fpedf  to  the  fecond,  his  obligations  have  been  fo  great  to  con¬ 
temporary  writers,'  and  to  the  contributions  of  his  literary  ac¬ 
quaintance,  that  his  claims  are,  if  pollible,  ffill  more  flender. 
Notwithftanding  theie  ingenuous  declarations,  we  think  the 
editor  is  himfelf  entitled,  on  account  of  the  a^ive  part  he  has 
taken,  to  no  fmall  degree  of  praUe  for  the  accomplilhment  of  fo 
ufeful  a  compilation. 
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The  work  begins  with  a  general  view  of  the  hlftory  of  reli¬ 
gion  previous  to  the  birth  of  .Chrift;  the  purpofe  of  which  is^ 
to  enable  the  reader  to  judge  properly  of  the  importance  of  the 
Chriftian  difpenfation,  and  of  the  caufes  which  impeded  or  ac¬ 
celerated  its  progrefs.  On  this  interefting  fubjeft,  which  is  il- 
luftrated  with  much  ingenious  ,  obfervatioi^  wc  (hall  give  place 
to  the  following  extract : 

*  The  firft  principles  of  religious  knowledge,  imparted  to  the  fa¬ 
thers  of  the  human  race,  were  few  and  Ample,  They  were  unfuj^ 
ported  by  the  knowledge  of  letters,  and  fuch  as  would  eafily  admit 
of  corruption  from  the  timid  and  credulous  nature  of  man.^  One  of 
the  firft  deviations  from  the  truth  was  certainly  the  worihip  of  the 
heavenly  bodies.  The  firft  men  had  been  accuftomed  to  a  direft  com¬ 
munication  with  the  Supreme  Being ;  it  was,  therefore,^  not  unna¬ 
tural  in  their  offspring  to  expe^l  a  continuance  of  the  fame  indulgence, 
but,  in  looking  round  for  the  vifible  manifeftation  of  the  great  Ruler 
of  the  univerk,  to  what  objedl  would  ignorance  and  fuperftition  fo 
naturally  direft  thcmfelves  as  to  that  glorious  luminary  whofe  nature 
and  phenomena  muft  be  neceffarily  fo  imperfeftly  underftood,  and 
who  IS  the  difpenfer  of  light,  of  warmth,  and  of  ^hecrfulnefs,  to  the 
whole  creation?  The  fun  w'as,  therefore,  very  early  an  objeft  of 
worfhip  with  all  nations  but  that  Angular  people  to  whom  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  omniprefent  God  was  revealed.  From  the  adoration 
of  the  fun,  the  tranfition  to  that  of  the  moon  was  the  moft  natural 
that  poflibly  could  be  imagined.  Thus  the  Egyptians  worfliipped 
the  fun  and  moon  by  the  names  of  Ofiris  and  lAs ;  the  former  of 
which,  in  the  Egyptian  tongue,  fignified  many-^ed,  from  the  fun*s 
Overlooking  all  that  paffesin  the  world  ;  the  latter  fignified,  the  cm- 
^ient :  Ifis,  moreover,  ws^always  p^ted  with  horns, « in  allufion  to 
ihe  lunar  crefeent. 

*  When  the  traces  of  ancient  tradition  were  grown  faint  in  fuc- 
Ccfli VC  generations,  the  human  imagination  fported  in  the  wantonneis 
of  fiftion.  From  the  broken  fragments  of  true  hiftory,  and  the 
veftiges  of  ancient  language,  innumerable  fuperftitions  were  fa¬ 
bricated,  and  received  with  all  the  avidity  of  popular  credulity. 
The  deluge  proved  a  moft  fertile  fource  of  error.  The  venerable 

Patriarch  Noah,  from  being  revered  as  the  father  of  men,  came  at 
^  ift  to  be  worfliipped,  under  different  names,  as  their  creator.  He 
is  evidently  the  Saturn  us,  the  Janus,  the  Pofeidon  or  Neptune,  the 
Thoth,  Hermes,.  Menes,  Ofiris,  Zeuth,  Atlas,  Prometheus,  Deu¬ 
calion,  and  Proteus,  of  all  the  ancient  fables.  Not  only  the  pa¬ 
triarch  himfelf,  but  all  the  circumftances  of  his  hiftory,  have  been 
ftrangely  metamorphofed  into  divinities.  The  dove,  the  ark,  even 
the  raven  and  the  olive-branch,  have  all  occupied  different’  places 
in  the  facred  myfteries  of  paganifm,  and  with  direft  allufions  to 
their  derivation. 

*  The  next  grand  depravation  of  the  human  mind,  with  refpeft 
to  religion,  proceeded  from  confounding  the  names  and  characters 
Jaonarchs  with  thofe  of  the  gods.  Perhaps  the  firft  le- 
gulators  might  be  ambitious  of  afferting  the  divine  origin  of  their 
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inditutjons;  perhaps  they  might  afTume  to  themfelves  a  celellial  cha. 
ra&er»  and  might  find  it  no  mfficuU  matter  to  perfuade  their  igno. 
rant  countrymen  that  the  immortals  had  condefcended  to  vifit  the 
earth  in  a  human  form.  Or  perhaps,  with' more  probability,  they 
might  only  appropriate  to  themfelves  the  appellations  of  the  deities; 
and  the  miftakes  of  future  ages  may  have  fabricated  a  mythology 
from  this  confufion  of  names.  The  names  of  Ifis  and  Ofiris,  which 
I  have  already  noted  as  the  (irft  of  the  Egyptian  divinities,  were 
foon  applied  to  the  early  monarchs  of  that  mythologic  region :  and 
thus  the  original  application  of  thefe  titles  was  foon  forgotten.  The 
hidory  of  thefe  divinities  is  no  longer  that  of  the  two  heavenly  bo« 
dies  which  they  originally  denoted,  but  that  of  a  fucceflion  of  princes, 
who  alTumed  thofc  nigh  denominations,  and  whom  the  unfaithful  re¬ 
cords  of  tradition  have  llrangely  converted  into  two  celeftial  poten¬ 
tates,  who  continue  to  dired  the  affairs  of  men,  but  who  formerly 
condefcended  to  viiit  that  favoured  people  in  a  human  for;n.  Where 
there  is  no  exaft  regifter  of  time,  fads  or  hiftorics  traditionally  pre- 
ferved  will  naturally  recede,  and  the  didance  of  time  be  enormoufly 
incre«f.d.  1  he  tradition  was,  in  the  time  of  Herodotus,  that  no 
god,  in  the  form  of  man,  had  reigned  in  Kgypt  for  upwards  of 
11,340  years ;  a  period  which  the  adive  genius  of  their  priefis  had 
taken  care  to  fill  up  with  events  fuited  to  the  capacity  and  the  tade 
of  their  difciples.  During  that  period  of  miracles,  the  fun  had  no 
lefs  than  four  times  altered  his  courfe;  twice  rifing  where  he  now  fets, 
and  twice  fetiing  where  he  now  rifes.  When,  according  to  the  fame 
tradition,  the  gods  reigned  in  Egypt,  they  reigped  by  turns,  nor 
were  they  all  at  once  upon  earth.  Orus,  the  fon  of  Ofiris,  was  the 
lad  who  reigned  among  them ;  and  this  Orus  was  the  Grecian 
Apollo.* 

The  author  after  tracing  the  origin  of  paganifm,  takes  a  con- 
cife  view  of  the  nature  of  the  Jewifh  religion,  and  the  principal  , 
fc£ls  of  the  Grecian  philofophy,  of  which  it  mav  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  recite  the  diftinguiming  charafteriftics.  The  followers 
of  Epicurus  aflerted  the  fortuitous  origin  of  the  world  ;  the  in¬ 
ability  and  indifference  of  the  gods  refpedfing  human  affairs ; 
the  mortality  of  the  foul ;  and  that  the  life  moft  conformable 
to  nature  confifted  in  'pleafure^  of  which  they  conidituted  fenfc 
the  only  true  judge.  While  this  fe£l  offered  to  its  votaries  a  li¬ 
cence  for  the  moft  illicit  purfuits,  the  academics  involved  the 
moft  important  doctrines  in  inflexible  fccpticifm  ;  and  queftioned  f, 
the  exiftence  of  the  gods,  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  the 
fuperiority  of  virtue  to  vice.  .The  Ariftotelians  reprefented  the 
Supreme  Being  as  indifferent  to  human  affairs,  and  happy  in  the 
contemplation  of  his  own  excellence.  The  Stoics  deferibed 
him,  indeed,  as  governing  the  world,  and  afferted  that  the  per- 
fe£lion  of  happinefs  connfted  in  the  perfection  of  virtue  :  they 
peopled  the  world  with  gods,  genii,  and  demons ;  fuppofed  that 
every  man  bad  a  tutelary  genius  ailigned  him,  and  that  all  virtue 
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and  happineft  confiftcd  in  a<ain^  in  concert  with  this  genius, 
I  with  reference  to  the  will  of  the  bupreme  Direftor  of  the  whole. 

S  But  their  belief  of  the  Deity  being  corporeal  in  his  nature,  was 
highly  derogatory  to  his  divine  perfeifions;  while  their  opinion 
of  the  mortality  of  the  foul  removed  the  ftrongeft  incentive  to 
virtue,  and  the  moft  powerful  reftraint  upon  vice.  7  he  exalted 
genius  and  penetration  of  Plato  enabled  him  to  explore  the 
profoundeft  regions  of  fublimc  fpeculation,  as  far  as  by  the  light 
of  nature  it  was  poflible  to  trace  them.  He  taught  to  his  fol- 
lowers  the  pure  do£lrinc  of  the  unity  of  God,  who  is  pcrfcif, 
fclf-cxiftent,  and  felf-fufficient ;  that  he  is  a  being  infinitely 
good,  and  defirous  of  rendering  all  his  creatures  happy;  that  the 
^  perfeiHon  of  morality  confifts  in  living  conformably  to  his  will ; 
that  the  foul  is  immortal,  and  that  there  is  to  be  a  future  ftatc 
of  retribution.  The  doftrines  of  this  great  philofonhcr,  how¬ 
ever,  were  often  obfeurely  exprefled,  and  accompanied  with  fome 
opinions  calculated  to  cherifli  fuperftition,  and  with  others  which 
are  injurious  to  the  omnipotence  of  God#  It  was  a  dogma  of 
the  Pfatonifts  that  the  Deity  was  confined  to  a  certain  determi¬ 
nate  portion  of  fpace ;  and  that  there  was  an  invincible  ma~ 
and  corruption  of  matter  which  the  divine  power  had  not 
^  been  fufficient  to  reduce  entirely  to  order. 

I  The  oriental  philofophy  was,  in  general,  nearly  allied  to  that 
I  of  the  Greeks.  Though  termed  Gno/ts^  or  fciencc,  it  was  both 
I  the  offspring  and  the  parent  of  error ;  being  the  fourcc  of  thofc 
>  pernicious  opinions  which,  in  the  three  firft  centuries,  perplexed 
Und  afflicted  the  Chriftian  church.  Its  do6frines,  as  our  author 
obferves,  were  fantaftic,  erroneous,  and  obfeure;  founded,  in- 
.  deed,  in  many  inftances,  upon  juft  principles,  but  its  deductions 
from  them  were  falfe  and  abfurd  : 

*  The  Gnoftics  blended  with  the  faith  of  Chrift  many  fijblime  but 
obfeure  tenets,  which  they  derived  from  the  Oriennl  philofophy. 
jThc  fages  of  the  Eaft  haa  long  expcAcd  a  heavenly  meuenger,  cn- 
Jdued  with  fufHcient  powers  to  releafe  them  from  their  bondage  to 
Icorrupt  matter,  which  they  held -to  be  the  fouice  of  all  evil.  I'hc 
4fniracles  of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  induced  them  readily  to  accept 
^him  as  this  heavenly  meflenger ;  and  they  interpreted  all  the  pre- 
Icepti  of  Chriftianity  in  the  manner  moft  agreeable  to  the  abfurd 
opinions  they  had  previoufly  conceived,  They  introduced  among 
their  followers  a  multitude  of  abfurd  legends  refpeding  the  aClions 
I  and  precepts  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  creation  of  the  world  by  inferior 
p  beings.  Thcfe  opinions  were  fo  entirely  diftbnant  to  many  parts  both 
I  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  that  they  rcjeClcd  much  of  thcfe 
I  books,  though  they  admitted  the  validity  of  a  few  parts.  From  the 
belief  that  whatever  is  corporeal  is  in  itfclf  intrinfically  evil,  they 
denied  that  Chrift  was  invefted  with  a  real  body,  or  that  he  really  fuN 
fered  for  the  fake  of  mankind.  As  the  fon  of  the  Supremo  God, 
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they  indeed  confented  to  regard  him  ;  but  regarded  him  as  inferior 
in  his  nature^  and  believed  that  his  miffion  upon  earth  was  deitgned 
to  refcue  the  virtuous  foul  from  the  tyranny  of  wicked  fpirits,  whofe 
empire  Le  was  to  dedroy,  and  to  inftrufl  men  to  raife  the  mind  from 
its  corporeal  impurity  to  a  blefled  union  with  the  Supreme  God. 

•  Far  removed  from  the  path  of  truth,  it  is  not  furprifing  that, 
having  no  certain  rule  to  ^uide  their  Aeps,  they  (hould  feparate,  and 
wander  into  the  manifold  intricacies  of  error.  Accordingly  we  find 
the  Gnoftic  heretics  were  not  only  divided  into  many  fefis,  differing 
in  their  various  rules  of  religious  faith,  but  in  matters  which  related 
to  pradrice.  Whilft  the  more  rigid  fedls  reje&ed  the  moft  innocent 
gratifications,  that  the  body  might  not  be  fo  nouriflied  as  to  degrade 
the  foul ;  their  more  relaxed  brethren  confidered  the  foul  as  entirely 
unaffedled  by  the  a&ions  of  the  body,  alTerted  the  inno^nce  of  com- 
plying  with  every  didlate  of  nature,  and  abandoned  themfelves,  with¬ 
out  any  reftraint,  to  the  impulfe  of  the  pafiions.  Their  perfuafion 
that  evil  refided  in  matter,  led  them  to  rejeft  the  doArine  of  the  re- 
furreAion  of  the  body,  and  their  belief  in  the  power  of  malevolent 
genii,  the  fources  of  every  earthly  calamity,  induced  them  to  have 
recourfc  to  the  ftudy  of  magic  to  weaken  or  avert  tlic  influence  of 
thofe  malignant  agents.  A  very  confiderable  feA  of  Gnoftics  diftin- 
guiibed  themfelves  by  the  name  of  Doc  eta ;  but  their  peculiar  opi- 
siions  are  not  accurately  known.* 

.  The  plan  of  the  prefent  work  is,  to  deferibe  the  general  ftate 
of  the  church,,  in  the  different  centuries  from  the  commence, 
ment  of  the  era  ;  giving  afterwards  an  account,  in  diftinft  chap- 
ters,  of  the  doArine,  government,  and  difeipline ;  of  the  various 
fe£b  ;  and  of  the  learning  and  learned  men  in  the  different  cen. 
turies.  The  narrative,  through  the  whole,  is  clear,  faithful,  and 
fufficiently  copious  to  give  a  competent  idea  of  this  interefting 
department  of  hiftory.  As  a  fpecimen  of  it  we  ihall  feledl  the 
account  of  Origen : 


*  The  induftry,  the  erudition,  and  the  accomplifhments,  of  Origen 
juflly  entitle  him  to  the  mod  diflinguiihed  place  amongft  the  Chrif- 
tian  writers  of  the  third  century.  His  attention  to  the  facred  ferip- 
tures  was  early  and  indefatigable ;  but  though  the  principal,  they 
were  not  the  only  objefts  of  his  lludies ;  he  was  converfant  in  philo- 
fophy  and  polite  literature,  publilhed  feveral  doArinal  and  moral 
treatifes,  and  entered  the  field  of  controverfy  with  vigour  and  fucctfs. 
The  number  of  his  literary  performances  exceeds  that  of  any  other 
Cbriftian  writer  in  the  early  ages,  and  is  indeed  very  confiderable. 
He  compefed  commentaries,  fcholia,  and  homilies,  upon  the  Bible, 
a  part  ot  which  ftill  exifts ;  treatifes  upon  prayer,  and  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  religion ;  and  eight  books  in  defence  of  Chriftianity  againll 
the  attacks  of  Celfus,  which  are  ftill  extant,  and  are  invaluable.  His 
Hexapta  was  a  performance  of  perhaps  more  utility  than  labour;  it 
confi^d  in  placi^  the  Greek  verfions  of  the  Septuagint,  of  Sym- 
Biachus,  and  of  Theodotlon,  againft  the  text  in  the  Hebrew.  His 
greateft  work  was^  however,  the  conqueft  of  every  corrupt  propenfity. 

'  '  •  '  Hil 
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I  His  virtue,  bis  humiKty,  and  his  amiable  manners,  together  With  his 
I  eminent  abilities,  have  for  ever  fccurcd  to  him  the  veneration  and  re- 
I  gard  of  poftcrity,  though  they  were  infufiicient  to  preferve  him  from 
I  the  hatred  and  calumnies  of  his  contemporaries, 
r  •  Of  fuch  men,  every  aftion  of  their  lives,  every  circumftancc  la 
which  they  are  concerned,  is  intcrefting.  The  felf-denial  fo  remark¬ 
able  in  Origen,  throughout  the  whole  of  his  life,  was  obfervable  at 
a  very  early  period.  His  father  fuffered  martyrdom  under  Severus; 
i  and  the  entreaties,  and  even  compullion,  of  his  mother  were  barely 
i  fufficient  to  prevent  her  fon,  who  was  then  only  a  youth  of  feventeen, 
from  fuffering  in  the  fame  caufe.  When  prevented,  he  wrote  to  hU 
father,  earnelUy  exhorting  him  to  jperfevere  in  the  faith,  and  cau* 
tioning  him  againft  the  entreaties  ot  his  adverfaries,  though  the  fup- 
I  port  of  his  wi^  and  feven  children  depended  upon  his  life.  His  aeal 
!  for  the  truth  appears  to  have  been  unafe^led  and  unvarying,  and  the 
\  whole  of  his  life  to  have  been  employed  for  the  promotion  of  vir* 

{  tue.  Much  of  it  was  paiTed  in  indigence ;  and  though  his  virtues  had 
I  attrafled  the  notice  of  Mammea,  the  mother  of  the  emperor,  he  died 
i  deftitute  of  common  convcniencies.  His  early  ilation  was  that  of  a 
1  teacher  of  grammar ;  he  was  then  chofen  to  fill  the  chair  of  the  Alex« 

1^  andrian  fchool,  and  contributed  in*  a  high  degree  to  extend  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  that  feminary.  He  was  not,  however,  fuffered  to  enjoy  thla 
fituation  in  tranquillity :  he  incurred  perhaps  the  envy,  certainly  the 
refentment,  of  Demetrius,  Bilhop  of  Alexandria,  by  whom  he  waa 
excommunicated,  expelled  from  his  home,  and  deprived  of  his  rank 
^  as  prelbyter.  His  aAive  endeavours  to  promote  Chriftianity  rendered 
d  him  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  pagans ;  in  the  Decian  perfecution 
\he  endured  imprifonment,  torture,  and  chains.  He  was  at  length 
.  {delivered  from  perfecution,  and  died  under  the  reign  of  Callus.’ 

This  comprehenfive  work  contains  fo  much  information,  col- 
;  lc£fed  from  various  detached  authorities,  and  is  fo  perfpiciioufly 
arranged,  that  we  may  pronounce  it  to  be  not  only  the  more 
convenient  in  point  of  fize,  but  one  of  the  beft  executed  treatifes 
on  the  fubjeA. 


Art.  IX.  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  Bojfa  Ahadee^  King  of  Da^ 
homyy  an  inland  Country  of  Guiney.  To  which  are  adaedy  the 
Author* s  Journey  to  Abomey^  the  Capital  \  and  a  Jhort  Account  of 
the  African  Slave-Trade.  By  Robert  Norris.  Illujlrated  wkb 
a  new  Map.  8vo.  3s.  boards.  Lowndes.  London,  1789. 

•T^HE  Dahomans  are  a  powerful  and  warlike  nation  of  Africa, 
who  live  to  the  eaftward  of  the  gold  coaft,*  between  the 
rivers  Volta  and  Benin.  They  were  formerly  a  people  of  little 
note,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Foys  ;  formidable,  however, 
to  their  neighbours  for  their  valour  and  military  (kill. '  Early 
in  the  laft  century  Tacoodonou,  chief  of  the  Foy  nation,  bafely 

murdered. 
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murdered/  in  violation  of  the  facred  laws  of  hofpitality,  a  fove- 
rcign  prince,  his  neighbour,  who  made  him  a  friendly  vifit,  to 
honour  one  of  his  fcftivals.  He  then  attacked  and  took  CaU 
niina,  the  capital  of  the  deceafed.  Strengthened  by  this  acquit 
fition,  he  ventured  to  wage  war  with  Da,  King  of  Abomey, 
whom  he  befieged  in  his  capital,  which  he  foon  reduced ;  and, 
in  confequence  of  a  vow  that  he  had  made  during  the  fiege,  put 
the  unfortunate  Da  to  death,  by  ripping  up  his  belly;  an  ad 
whence  the  name  of  Dahomey  was  given  to  a  new  palace,  ereded 
over  the  body  of  the  murdered  king. 

.  The  empire  eftablilhed  by  Tacoodonou  was,  about  a  cen¬ 
tury  afterwards,  farther  aggrandifed  by  his  defeendant  Guadja 
Frudo,.  who  fubdued  various  kingdoms,  and  added  Whydah  to 
his  dominions,  in  the  year  1727.  Bofla  Ahadee  fuccceded  his 
father  in  his  extenfive  territories,  but  not  without  being  oppofed 
by  his  elder  brother,  Zingah,  whofe  enterprife,  with  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  new  king’s  reign,  is  thus  related  by  our 
author : 

*  On  applying  fecrelly  to  thofe  upon  whom  he  had  conferred  fa- 
vours  in  his  father’s  life-time,  he  received  affurance  of  numbers  be- 

'  ing  willing  to  efpoufc  his  caufe  ;  and  he  began  to  concert  meafures 
to  furprife  his  brother,  and  feize  the  government  either  by  ftratagem 
or  force.  Ahadee^  however,  got  intelligence  of  his  defign ;  Zingah 
and  the  principal  confpirators  were  feized,  juft  on  the  point  of  taking 
up  arms  to  aftert  his  claim.  Zingah  was  fewed  up  in  a  hammocK 
at  Abomey,  in  which  he  was  carried  to  Whydah,  where  he  was  put 
into  a  canoe,  and  taken  about  two  leagues  out  at  fea,  and  there 
thrown  overboard  and  drowned.  The  law  of  the  country  docs  not 
allow  the  facred  blood  of  the  royal  family  to  be  (hed,  but  appoints 
this  punKhment  for  their  offences.  Such  was  the  end  of  Zingah, 
and  all  his  adherents  were  put  to  death. 

•  The  king,  now  clear  of  his  competitor,  and  fecurc  in  the  peace¬ 

able  poflefli  >n  of  his  dominions,  threw  off  the  mafk,  and  gave  an  un¬ 
bounded  indulgence  to  his  inclinations ;  which  unhappily  were  of  the 
wbrft  kind.  One  of  the  firft  edifts  of  his  reign  was,  that  every  man 
of  the  name  of  Bofla  (hould  be  put  to  death  ;  which  cruel  order  was 
punctually  executed  throughout  his  dominions  ;  old  and  young  indif- 
criminately  faffered ;  and  many  innocent  and  ufeful  men  were  loll  to 
the  community  for  the  gratification  of  his  vanity ;  who  thought  it 
an  infult  to  majefty  that  a  fubjeCt  ihould  bear  the  fame  name  as  the 
fovereign.’  ^ 

A&s  of  enormity  commonly  diftinguifh  the  hiftorical  records 
of  barbarians.  While  a  young  prince  was  preparing  to  be  in- 
vefted  with  the  regal  dignity  of  Whydah,  his  brother,  with  the 
view  of  being  appointed  in  his  place,  had  the  audacity  to  murder 
him.  He  clofed  his  atchievement  by  devouring  the  heart  of  the 
unfortunate  youth;  which  lad  a6t  of  unnatural  barbarity  was 
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iht  proof  required  by  Ahadee  of  unlimited  fubmifSon  to  his 

commands.  -  .  .  ,  ^  e  r 

4  The  lollowing  extraft,  containing  the  account  of  a  Icenc  to 
which  the  author  had  been  invited,  will  give  our  readers  an  idea 
of  the  amufinunts  in  this  part  of  the  world  : 

^  A-  large  concourfc  of  people  was  affembled ;  but  I  found  it  was 
not  a  time  or  place  for  bufineis,  fo  entertained  myfelf  with  the  droll 
diftortions  and  antic  dances  of  a  multitude  of  people  to  the  harlh 
mufic  of  a  variety  of  inftruments.  Amidft  all  this  feftivity,  (hould  a 
man^s  foot  flip,  and  (hould  he  tumble  and  ge;,  a  fall,  which  are  re¬ 
garded  as  bad  omens,  the  poor  wretch  is  immediately  uken  out  of 
the  crowd,  and  his  head  is  ftruck  off,  without  any  interruption  to 
the  dance,  which  goes  on,  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  To  thefe- 
fucceeded  a  troop  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  females,  whofe 
motions  and  grimaces  were  dill  more  comic,  if  polfible,  than  what 
had  preceded.  This  band  was  compofed^of  ladies  of  plcafure,  or¬ 
dered  to  be  fuch  by  royal  authority.  This  is  a-precaution  taken 
by  government  to  prevent  the  peace  of  private  families  being  vio¬ 
lated,  and  is  perhaps  more  neceflary  here  than  in  any  other  (late,  aa 
adultery  is  feverely  puniftied,  and  every  indiferetion  of  gallantry  ex- 
pofes  the  delinquents  to  death  or  flavery ;  efpecially  too  as  the  people 
of  rank  engrofs  the  major  part  of  the  women.  The  king^s  feraglio 
confifts  of  ^tween  three  and  four  thoufand ;  his  principal  men  have 
from  one  to  three  or  four  hundred  wives  each ;  and  people  in  humbler 
flations  from  half  a  dozen  to  twenty:  from  this  unequal  diflribution, 
in  which  the  rights  of  mankind  are  infringed,  and  tJicir  wants  egre- 
gioufly  mifcalculated,  the  lower  clafs  remain  unprovided  with  female 
f  companions ;  but  in  every  town  there  is  a  certain  number  of  women, 
-proportioned  to  its  fize,  .who  are  to  be  obliging  to  every  cuflomer 
I  that  offers:  the  price  of  their  favours  is  regulated,  and  very  modc- 
'^rate;  and  though  thefe  poor  creatures  pay  a  heavy  tax  annually, 
\>which  was  the  occafion  of  their  being  convened  at  prefent,  yet  by 
'S  having  fmall  beer,  and  breeding  poultry,  added  to  what  their  occopa- 
f  tion  brings  in,  they  are  enabled  to  live ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
1  there  are  wretches  in  the  world;  of  the  fame  profeflion,  more  mi-' 
£  ferable  than  they  are. 

1  *  Whatever  entertainment  this  fcenc  might  afford  was  damped  by 

1  my  fervant’s  officioully  pointing  out  feven  horfes,  and  the  fame  num- 
^r  of  men  with  their  ankles  and  wrifts  fecured  round  tall  pofls  fixed 
^  in  the  ground  ;  where  they  were  to  remain  till  the  night  preceding 
;  the  next  feftival,  when  both  men  and  horfes  were  to  have  their  heads 
.  llruck  off.  Thefe  unhappy  vidims,  though  confeious  of  their  im¬ 
pending  fate,  were  not  indifferent  to  the  mufic,  which  they  feeroed 
to  enjoy  by  endeavouring  to  beat  time  to  it.  1  foon  took  my  leave 
and  quitted  this  feene  of  diftrefs,  but  had  nbt  proceeded  far  before  I 
was  almofl  fuffocated  by  an  infupportable  flench,  which,  upon  look¬ 
ing  round,  I  found  to  prdfcced  from  the  heads  of  thirty -Hveo  horfes 
and  thirty-fix  nun  •who  had  hetn  majfacred  on  tnjco  preceding  fefii*vals  ; 
not  for  any  crime  of  theirs,  but  as  a  facrifice  to  the  miliaken  granl 
dcur  of  the  king,  and  agreeable  to  cufiom  immemorial: 

A  horrid 
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A  horrid  fccnc  commences*  in  the  palace  the  moment  the 
king  expires,  which  continues  until  the  event  is  announced  in 
form  to  his  Aicceffor,  and  he  takes  pofleffion  of  the  government. 
The  wives  of  the  deceafed  begin  with  breaking  and  deftroying 
the  furniture  of  the  houfe,  the  gold  and  filver  ornaments  and 
Btenfils,  the  coral,  and  in  (hort  every  thing  of  value  that  belonged 
either  to  themfelves  or  the  late  king  ;  after  which  they  murder 
epu  another. 

We  are  informed  that  the  country  of  Whydah  was  anciently 
fo  populous,  that  in  one  village  only  were  computed  as  many 
inhabitants  as  are  commonly  found  in  an  entire  kingdom  on  the 
gold  coaft.  Many  of  the  large  villa^^es  were  equally  well  flocked, 
befides  innumerable  fmall  ones.  The  king  aflured  Bofman,  near 
tile  clofe  of  the  laft  century,  that  one  of  his  viceroys,  with  his 
fons  and  grandfons  (not  reckoning  any  of  his  female  defeen- 
dants),  made  up  a  body  of  two  thoufand  perfons,  all  of  whom 
were  then  living.  To  account  for  this  numerous  progeny,  we 
are  told  that  common  men,  in  general,  had  from  forty  to  fifty 
wives  each  ;  their  fuperiors  from  three  to  four  hundred,  fome  of 
them  even  one  thoufand ;  and  the  king  himfelf  maintained  an 
ha  ram  of  between  four  and  five  thoufand. 

The  account  which  Mr.  Norris  fubjoins  of  the  African  flavc- 
trade  is  the  fecond  edition ;  the  narrative  is  diftindlly  drawn  up; 
bur,  after  the  number  of  publications  we  have  perufed  on  that 
fob  je6l,  it  now  affords  us  nothing  either  new  or  particularly 
intcTcfting. 


Art.  X.  Travels  to  difeover  the  Source  of  the  NiUy  in  the  Yean 
•  1768,  1769,  1770,  1771,  1772,  and  1^2^.  In  Five  Volumes. 
By  fames  Bruce^  of  Kinnasrd^  Efq.  r.  R.  S.  4.to.  5I.  5s. 
b(>ards.  Edinburgh,  printed  :  G.  G.  J.  and  J.  Robinfon, 
•London.  1790. 

•  i  [  Continued.  *] 

J 

IN  our  progrefs  through  this  prolix  work  we  have  hitherto 
found  fmall  gratification  of  that  eager  curiofity  with  which 
we,  as  well  as  all  its  readers,  doubtlefs  fir  ft  fat  down  before  it. 
We  were  convinced  that  Mr.  Bruce  had  really  vifited  AbyfHnia, 
ami  we  laid  an  abftradl  of  the  circumftances  that  produced  this 
coovidlion  before  our  readers  on  fetting  out.  -But  very  early  in 
our  perufil'  of  the  narrative  we  were  ftrongly  impreffed  with  an 
apprehenfion  that  it  would  be  fit  to  receive  his  opinions  and  bb- 
ferVationjs  with  great  caution.  His  general  ftyle  of  colouring 
focmed  altogether  deficient  in  that  chaftenefs  and  fidelity  which 

are 


BruceV  IraveU*  45 

are  feen  in  the  delineations  of  a  Chardin,  a  Niebuhr,  or  a  P^dlaa. 
The  author*s  own  adventures  appear  to  be  heightened  for  the 
purpofc  of  raifing  the  admiration  of  the  gaping  multitude.  They 
occur  fer  too  often ;  and  we  cannot  account  it  a  good  quality 
in  a  traveller  that  he  (hould  occupy  fo  very  large  a  fpacc  in  his 
—own  eye.  In  the  examination  of  other  particulars  we  have 
found  other  caufes  of  the  general  bad  effedl:  of  the  whole  cx-. 
Mhibition :  thefe  confift  of  difeuflions  of  difficult  queftions  with- 
"out  information  or-  acutenefs,  as  in  the  cafe  of  poligamy;  of 
authorities  grofsly  mifunderftood  and  mifapplied,  as  where  he 
attempts  to  corroDorate  the  Mc^aic  account  of  the  Ifraelites*  paC 
Hiage  through  the  Red  Sea  by  the  authority  of  Diodorus  Siculus^ 
who,  as  .  was  (hewn  in  our  laft  number,  fpealcs- of  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  event,  and  does  not  hint  at  any  divifion  of  the  fea,  thougl^ 
Mr.  Bruce  has  been  at  the  pains  of  printing  the  word  divided  ia 
italics.  We  might  have  adduced  other  inftances  of  the  (ame 
mifapplication  of  ancient  authors.  The  loofenefs  with  whicli« 

Its  we  have  already  had  occafion  to  obferve,  the  author  fpeaks 
)f  minerals  may  eafily  be  excufed.  Few  travellers  at  that  time 
vere  able  fo  fpeak  precifely  on  that  fubjeiSl. 

We  left' him,  at  the  beginning'  of  the  fecond  book,  about  to. 
nveftigate  the  firft  ages  of  the  Indian  and  African  trade  ;  the 
irft  peopling  of  Abyffinia  and  Atbara;  and  to  give  fome  coo- 
eflures  concerning  the  origin  of  language  in  thole  regions. 
There  was  evidently  no  immediate  neceffity  for  the  introduxSioo' 
>f  thefe  nice  and  delicate  points.  Pallas  could  explore  the  wilds 
^f  Afia  without  endeavouring  to  trace  the  firft  communication 
that  took  place  between  diftant  tribes,  or  the  imperfedl:  manner 
'  in  which  they  originally  imparted  their  fentiments*  to  one  ano¬ 
ther.  A  fuccefsful  inveftigation  of  thefe  queftions  would  be.* 

^  jlWelcome  any  where  j  but  fuch  inconliderate  and  unproved  afla*^- 
>^ions  as  Mr.  Bruce  throws  out  will  make  every  reader  conilder  • 
:^his  part  of  his  work  as  an  ufelefs  and  tedious  digreffion.  A  few 
^nftances  chofen  from  the  firft  chapter  of  this  book  may  (hew 
^hat  we  are  not  throwing  out  cenfure  at  random.  Page  366  be  . 
|fcys  that  the  (acred  fcriptures  reprefont  Paleftine  as  not  oi;ly  full 
^%f  polifhed,  powerful,  and  orderly  ftates,  in  the  earlieft  ages, 
but  as  ^  abounding  alji  in  JUver  and  gold  in  a  greater  proportion  than 
*  is  to  hi  found  this  day  in  any  Jlate  in  Europe  for  the  latter  part  * 
allertion  he  quotes  \  Exodus  xxxviii.  39:*  as  the  thirty- 
®%ighth  chapter  of  Exodus  has  no  39th  verfe,  we  fuppofe  that 
there  is  here  an  error  of  the  printer,  and  that  he  means  to  quote  * 
.fjtfic  thirty- eighth  and  thirty-ninth  chapters,  in  which,  as  well  as 

f;  chaffer  preceding,  the  workmanftiip  of  the  ark,  the  mercy-  - 
it,  icc.  are  minutely  deforibed.  But  to  (hew  how  thefe  ar- 
Ics,  manufa^ured  from  the  offerings  ^of  a  whole  people. juft  . 

come 
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come  out  of  Egypt,  and  which  had  never  feen  Paleftine,  prove 
the  abundance  of  gold  there,  requires  more  ingenuity  or  lefs  ac¬ 
curacy- than  the  generality  of  mankind  pollefs.  Again:  he 
afferts^  p.  370,  that  the  arts  and  fctences  were  carried  in  the  Eafl 
to  a  pitch  perhaps  never  yet  furpajed:  he  is  here  fpeaking  of  the 
age  of  Sefoftris  ;  fortunately  he. quotes  no  authority;  and  fo  the 
reader  muft  take  it  on  his  own.  In  one  paragraph,  p.  372,  he 
mentions  rice  ^  as  the  general  food  of  man,  the  fafeft  and  molt 

*  friendly  to  the  inhabitants  of  India/  In  the  next  his  words 
are,  peppier,  fuppofed,  of  all  others  (berries  or  fpice),  to  be 
^  the  greateft  friend  to  the  health  of  man  ;*  and,  ‘  in  India  and 

*  fimilar  climates,  this  fpice  is  not  ufed  in  fmall  quantities,  but  in 
^  fuch  as  to  be  nearly  equal  to  that  of  bread.’  A  more  vague  or  in- 
conclufive  difquifition  than  this  whole  chapter  we  have  not  lately 
feen.  In  order  to  account  for  the  wealth  of  Sefoftris  and  Se- 
miramis  he  tells  us  that  India  produces  cotton,  filk,  and  pepper; 
and  Arabia  balfam,  gums,  and  dyes,  which  latter  are  inadequate 
to  the  purchafe  of  the  former  ;  and  that  the  riches  of  Semiramis 
arole  fronvthe  commerce  of  India  being  carried  on  by  land. 
He  feems  not  to  confider  abfolute  power  over  a  people  whofe 
fubfiftence  required  but  a  fmall  fhare  of  . labour  and  attention, 
and  who  therefore  had  much  time  at  the  fovereign’s.  dif- 
pofal,  a<?  the  caufc  of  their  fovereign’s  grandeur.  Page  372  it  is 
faid  that  the  whole  air  of  India,  in  its  lower  regions,  is  filled 
with  exhalations  of  the  moft  corrupt  and  putrid  kind,  producing 
difeal2s  for  which  fpices  are  a  perfedf  cure ;  and  in  the  nextf 
page  that  ‘  the  neceflities  of  the  climate  of  Arabia  fubjeft  its 

.  ‘  inhabitants  to  the  fame  difeafes  as  thofe  in  India.  In  fatft,  the 

*  country  and  climate  were  exaftly  fimilar.’  Now,  we  defire 
to  know  where  there  rs  in  Arabia  an  extent  of  flat  country  as 
in  India,  whofe  exhalations  can  be  imagined  to -produce  putrid 
difeafes.  Having  thus*  admirably  difeufled  the  trade  of  India, 
our  traveller  turns  to  Cufti,  the  grandfon  of  Noah,  and  his 
defeendants.  They  proceeded,  according  to  an  Abylfinian  tra¬ 
dition,  from,  the  low  country  of  Egypt  till  they  came  to  the 
high  mountains  that  feparate  Atbara  and  Abyflinia.  Here  their 
terror  of  the  flood  kept  them  on  the  high  grounds.  They 
formed  ‘  commodious,  yet  wonderful  habitations  in  mountains 

*  of ‘  granite  and  marble.’  They  fpread  the  induftry  and  arts 
which  they  cultivated  as  well  to  the  eaftern  as  the  weftern 
ocean;  but,  ‘  content  with  their  firft  choice,  they  never  de- 
^  Icended  from  their  caves.’  Mr.  Bruce  does  not  doubt  but  the 
C9ves  he  faw  in  the  mountains  above  Meroe  were  ‘  the  tempo- 
‘  rary  habitations  of  the  builders  of  that  firft  feminary  of  learn- 

*  ing/  The  reader  whofe  •curiofity  is  not  yet  glutted,  may 
fimher  learn  how  the  Cuihite  aftronomer  difengaged  himfelf 
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from  the  tropical  rali^s  that  hindered  his  corrcfpondcnt  obferva- 
tions  with  his  brethren  ^t  Mcroe  and  Thebes ;  how  this  people 
difco\"ercd  gold  %pd  filver  in  the  mountains  of  Sofaia,  and  thus 
turned  agamft  India  the  balance  of  trade,  fo  long  unfavourable' 
to  Arabia  and  Africa.  But  the  fun  of  mortal  glory  muft  needs 
fet  at  laft ;  and  the  Cufhite  career  of  fcience  and  traffic  has  ter¬ 
minated  with  peculiar  hardfhip  and  ignominy,  for  ‘  all  that  range 
‘  of  "mountains  running  ealt  and  weft,  inclofing  Derkia  and 
‘  Atbara  on  the  fouth,-  and  which  begins  the  mountainous 
‘  country  of  Abyffinia,  is  inhabited  by  the  negro,  woolly-- 
‘  headed  Cufhite  or  Shangalla,  living,  as  formerly,  in  caves, 

‘  who,  from  having  been  the  moft  cultivated  and  inftru£led’ 

‘  people  in  the  world,  have,  by  a  ftrange  reverfe  of  fortune,' 

*  relapfed  into  brutal  ignorance,  and  arc  hunted  by  their  neigh-' 

‘  bours  like  wild  beafts  in  thofe  forefts  where  they  ufed  to  reign 
^  in  the  utmoft  luxury,  liberty,  and  fplendour,’  Should  the* 
compaflionate  reader,  after  (bedding  a  tear  on  the  fate  of  the 
defeendants  of  Noah’s  grandfon,  afk  where  the  authentic  docu-‘ 
ments  of  this  their  hiftory  are  to  be  found,  we  muft  ingenuoufly 
confefs  that  we  know  not  where  to  look  for  them  beyond  the* 
limits  of  Mr.  Bruce’s  travels.  It  is  our  duty,  therefore,  to  call 
upon  the  public  to  .applaud  that  confummate  ingenuity  which 
could  extract  fo  interefting  and  particular  a  narrative  from  a  vagiie 
Abyflinian  tradition. 

.  We  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  the  ftrange  infe<51  (p.  388)  which, 
in  the  diftrict  of  the  black  earth,  ‘  makes  the  cattle  forfake  their» 
‘  food  and  run  wildly  about  the  plain  till  they  die,’  but  does  not 
dare  to'  purfue  them  to  the  fandy  country.  The  defeription 
implies  nothing  lefs  than  an  accurate  naturalift.  Mr.  Bruce, 
having  inftrufted  us  that  ‘  its  wings  are  broader  than  thofe  of  a 
‘  bee,  but  placed  feparate  like  thofe  of  a  fly,’  proceeds  to  dc- 
feribe  the  upper  and  lower' jaws  as  furnifhed  with  hairs,  which^ 
when  joined,  make  a  refiftance  nearly  equal  to  that  of  a  ftrong 
hog’s  briftle.  It  is  by  this  inftrument  that  it  fpreads  fuch 
dregful  confternation  among  the  cattle.  But  has  it  really  an 
upper  and  lower  jaw?  or  mandibles  opening  horizontally,  as  in 
the  infects  mentioned  in  the  defeription  ?  - 

Mr.  Bruce  thinks  the  trade  of  Haves  neither  cruel  nor  unna¬ 
tural,  becaufe  it  has  not  been  prohibited  by  God,  nor  cenfiired 
by  the  prophets.  He  believes  it  to  be  a  crime  only  when  a  liv¬ 
ing  creature  is  purchafed  to  be  abufed  ;  and  this  crime,  he^ tells 
us,  is  enhanced  when  our  fellow-creatures  are  to  be  the  fufferers. 
The  wifdom  of  the  legiflature  fhould  therefore  be  direffed 
againft  the  abufe,  ‘  which  is  no  neceffary  part  of  the  trade  itfclf.’ 
Such  are  the  author’s  edifying  fcriptural  politics. 
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Having  peopled  Abyffinia  partly  with  the  defcendants  of 
Cuttkj  and  pardy  with  (hepherds,  men  of  long  hair  and  Eu¬ 
ropean  features^  but  of  unknown  origin^  whofe  territory  ^  the 
^  Greeks  and  Romans  called  BarbartOy  our  author  proceeds  to 
coi^eflure  that  a  further  fupply  of  inhabitants  were  driven  into 
it  by  the  terror  of  Jo(hua’s  invafion  of  Paleftine,  where  ^  the 

*  different  nations  had  been  long  informed  by  prophecies,  cur- 

*  rent  and  credited  among  themlelves,  that  they  were  to  be  ex- 
^  tirpated  before  the  face  of  the  Ifraelites/  .  As  a  further  proof 
of  this  origin,  he  adds  ^  that  the  curfe  of  Canaan  (Gen.  ix.  25.) 

*  feems  to  have  followed  them  ;  they  have  obtained  no  'princi- 

*  pality,  but  ferved  the  kings  of  the  Agaazi,  or  fhepherds ;  have 

*  been  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water ;  and  fo  they  ftill 

*  continue.’  Abyffinia  then  was  poffefled  (we  are  not  tola  pre- 
cifely  when,  but  may  fuppofe  in  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth 
century  before  Chrift)  by  Culbites,  or  ‘  polifhed  people/ 
fhepherds,  the  people  of  Amhara,  .the  Agows  of  Damot,  of 
Tchcra,  and  a  nation  called  Gafat.*  To  thefe  we  may  add  the 
Galla,  a  people  akin  to  the  fhepherds,  and  the  Falafha,  a  Jewifh 
tribe.  This  concourfe  gave  rife  to  the  name  Habefh,  or 
mingled  nations. 

Our  readers  may  conceive  fomc  idea  from  this  abftrafl  of 
Mr.  Bruce’s  manner  of  inveftigation.  But  it  is  beyond  our  power 
adequately  to  reprefent  the  loofe,  disjointed,  inconclufive,  and  in- 
fuffcrably  tedious  procefs  of  his  inquiry.  To  be  fully  fenflble 
of  this  It  is  neccilary  to  read  him  with  attention.  It  may  be 
added,  that  his  difquifition,.  fuch  as  it  is,  feems,  fo  far  as  re¬ 
gards  the  fhepherds  and  their  invaGon  of  Egypt,  to  be  borrowed 
from  the  beginning  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s  chronology. 

^  His  inquiry  into  ,  the  origin  of  letters  is  of  a  fimilar  ftamp. 
He  does  not  attempt  to  account  for  the  tranfition  from  hiero¬ 
glyphics  to  the  alphabet ;  he  only  thinks  it  very  clear  that  ^  God 
^  did  not  invent  letters,  neither  did  Mofes.’  Mofes,  however, 
formed  the  common  Ethiopic  into  the  facred  Hebrew  charafter, 
by  making  two  alterations  in'  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  as  it  then 
flood  :  I .  by  altering  the  diredlion,  which  was  from  left  to 
right ;  2.  by  taking  away  the  points,  which,  ‘  from  all  timesj 

*  muft  have  exijied^  The  fmallefl  acquaintance  with  the  phyGcal 
part  of  language,  and  the  confideration  that  men  mufl  have 
fpoken  long  before  they  wrote,  will,  if  we  miflake  not^  con¬ 
vince  any  perfon  that  me  points  or  vowels  would  not  exifl  in 
the  firft  attempts  to  reprefent  the  movements  of  the  vocal  or¬ 
gans,  as  we  adually  find  to  be  the  c^e. 

In  his  attempt  to  tr^e  the  courfe  of  the  traffic  carried  on  by 
Solomon  from  Eloth,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Arabian  gulf,  to  Ophir, 
our  author  attempts  a  more  extenGve  as  well  as  a  clofer  com- 

comblnation 
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btnatlon  of  ideas  than  we.  have  obferved  in  any  of  his  difquiii- 
tions.  We  are  extremely  ready  to  praife  him  where  we  can  ; 
and  here  we  may  venture  to  commend  his  ingenuity.  The  truth 
or  plaufibility  of  .  his  fyftem  is  a  different  queftion.  He  thinks 
that  the  veifels  took  three  years  to  go  from  Eloth  to  Sofda,  tiis 
fuppofed  Ophir,  and  to  return.  The  precife  time)  ,  he  thinks, 
was  exa<5ily  determined  by  the  periodic^  winds  of  the  Arabian 
Gulf  and  Indian  Ocean.  He  fuppofes  a  veffel  to  fet  out)  in  the 
beginning  of  fummer,  from  the  Elaniter  gulf ;  let  it  be,  for  ex¬ 
ample’s  fake,  the  year  1787 ;  it  will  eafily  reach  Mochha  by  the 
north  monfoon.  There  the  monfoon  fails  her  from  the  altered 
diredlion  of  the  gulf.  By  the  variable  winds  here  (he  gets  into 
the  Straights,  but  is  obliged  to  flop  till  November  1787,  when 


carry  her  towards  Sofala ;  but  (he  is  arrefted  by  an  anomalous 
monfoon  from  the  fouth  caft  at  Melinda,  and  obliged  to  wait  till 
April  1788.  In  Maiy  the  monfoon  here  changes  and  carries  her 
to  Sofala,  where  flie  waits  till  November  1788.  Here  fhe  fcts 
out  northward,  and  would  foon  arrive  at  the  Straights,  but  her 
courfe  is  oppofed  and  flopped  by  the  contrary  monfoon  at  Me* 
[linda  till  May  1789.  At  her  entrance  into  the  Arabian  Gulf 
the  north  monmon  detains  her  till  November  1789,*  when  it 
changes  to  the  fouth,  and  brings  her  to  the  place  whence  (he  fet 
out,  at  the  beginning  of  1790.  Now  all  this  fyftem  refts  upon 
this  propofition,  ‘  that  the  time  of  ^oing  and  coming  was 
‘  cifily  three  years/  This  propofition  is  not  conhftcnt  with 
Mr.  Bruce’s  own  calculation  of  time :  he  himfelf  brin^  the  (hip 
or  fleet  back  by  December  1789  or  January  1790,  and  makes  it 
fet  out  in  fummer  1787  (p.  438)  ;  fo  that  he  wants  three,  four, 
>r  five  months  of  his  precife  three  years.  But,  overlooking  this 
inaccuracy,  let  us  examine  the  proofs  on  which  an  approxima¬ 
tion  towards  that  term  is  refted.  They  are  two  collateral  paf- 
f^ges,  t  Kings  x..a2,  and  2  Cbron.  ix.  21  \  the  words  are,  *  For 
the  king  had  at  fea  a  navy  of  Tharihifh  with  the  navy  of  Hi¬ 
ram.  Once  in  three  years  came  the  navy  of  Tharfhifh, 
bringing  gold  and  filver,  ivory,  and  apes  and  peacocks.* 
\nd  again:  ‘For  the  king’s  (hips  went  to  Tharfhifh  with  the 
fervants  of  Hiram ;  every  three  years  once  came  the  (hips  of 
Tharfhifh  bringing  gold,’  &c. 

Now,  if  we  underftand  Mr.  Bruce  right,  this  is  his  reafon- 
ng :  Becaufe  the  (hips  of  Tharfhifh  came  once  in  three  years, 
hcrefore  Solomon’s  fleet  fet  out  from  Eloth  to  Sofala,  and  rc- 
urned  in  three  years  precifely,"/. /.  in  forae  months  fhort  of 
ree  years.  Whoever  doubts  of  the  juftnefs  of  this  conclufion, 
ay  avoid  the  trouble  of  reading  the  diflertation  upon  it.  The 
cafon  alfo  why  he  fixes  upon  Sofala  for  Ophir  is  not  fatisfadory 
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to  us-  In  vtffy  ancfciit  time  goM  was  not  foagkt  ih  larg^  cxca* 
Vations,  but  procure  by  Jfreaming.  *  ' 

We  (hall  take  leave  to  pafs  over  the  reft  of  this  chaos  to  the 
beginning  of  the  Abyffinian  hfftoryi  before  which  our  author 
places  an  account  of  Abyffinian  hteratute-  Befides  the  fetip. 
tures,  of  which  they  hold  both  the  canonical  and  apochryphal 
books  1n  equd  efteem,  they  have  the  conftitutions  of  the  apoftles, 
afts  of  the  faints,  and  ^  other  books  of  lefe  fize  and  confe- 
^  quence.*  Concerning  the  celebrated  prophecies  of  Enoch  we 
have  the  following  account: 

*  All  that  is  material  to  fay  furiher  concerning  the  book  of  Enoch 
is»  that  4t  is  a  Gnoitic  book«  containing  the  age  of  the  Emims, 
Anakims,  and  Egregores,  fuppofed  defeendants  of  the  fons  of  God| 
when  they  fell  in  love  with  the  daughters  of  men,  and  had  Tons  who 
were  giants.  '  .Thefe  giants  do  not  feem  to  have  been  To  charitable 
to  the  ions  and  daughters  of  men  as  their  fathers  had  been ;  for,  firfl, 
they  began  to  eat'dl  the  beads  of  the  earth,  'they  then  fell  Upon  the 
birds  and  fifties,  and  ate  them  alfo;  their  hunger  being^not  yet  fa- 
'tisfied,  they  ate  all  the  com,  all  men’s  labour,  all  the  trees  and 
buflies;  and}  not  content  yet,  they  fell ’to  eating  the  men  themfelves. 
The  men  *(like  our  modem  failors  with  the  lavages)  were  not  afraid 
of  dying,  but  very 'much  fo  of  being  eaten  after  death.  At  length 
diey  cry  to  God  againft  the  wrongs 'the  giants  had  done  them,  ^ 
God  fends  a  flood  which  drowns  both  them  and  the  giants. 

.  ^  Such  is  the  reparation  which  this  ingenious  author  has  thouglr 
proper  to  attribute  to  Providence,,  in  anfwer  to  the  firll  and  the 
beft-founded  complaints  that  were  made  to  him  by  man.  I  think 
this  exhaufts  about  four  or  five  of  the  firft  chapters.  It  is  not  the 
fourth  part  of  the  book;  but  my  curiofity  led  me 'no  further.  The 
catadrophe  of  the  giants,  and  the  judice  of  the  catadrophe,  had 
fully  fatisfied  me.\ 

The  firft  information  given  us  by  Mr.  Bruce  relative  to  the 
events  of  Abyffinian  hiftory  h^  the  celebrated  Queen  of  Sheba, 
the  vifitor  of  Solomon,  for  its  fubjeit.  She  returned  pregnant,! 
by  the  wife  king,  of  a  fon,  wdio  was  fent  to  his  father  for  edu* 
cation,  and  returned  with  a  colony  of  Jews,  by  whom  tbei 
Abyffinians  were, converted  ^to  their  religion,  and  from  whoc 
the  Abyffinian  jews  derived  their  origin.  This  queen,  by  thf 
laft  a^  of  her  reign,  ordained  that  the,  crown  (hould  continue 
in  the  race  of  Solomon  for  ever;  that  no  female  ftiould  be  ca 
pable  of  wearing  it ;  and  that  the  heirs  m^e  of  the  royal  hoii 
ihould  always  be  fent  prifonerStto  an  high  mountain,  there  « 
continue  till  death,  or  till  the  fucceffipn  (hould  open  to  them 
A  lift  of  kings  fvoqx  the  fon  ^  Sqlcmon  to  our  era  is  given: 
the  fucceffioa  has^continued,  not  whi^ut  interruption,  to 
.prelMthour.  .  . 
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:  .  * 

All  this  and  more  bur  author  derives  pardv  froih  tradition^ 
partly  from  the  annals  of  Abyffinia ;  but  for  tne  particular  .cir- 
cumuances  he  quotes  no  particular  authority.  His  narrative 
Teems  to  have  about  as  much  authenticity  as  that  of  the  exploits 
of  Jack  the  giant-killer ;  and  in  clearnefs  and  confifttncy,  the 
more  ancient  of  the  two  hiftorians  has  a  m^nifeft  fuperiority.  In 
his  attempt  to  fettle  who  the  queen  was  almoft  every  fentence 
is  inconfiftertt  with  every  other;  She  was  queen,'  he  tells  us,  of 
Saba,  or.  Azab :  Saba  was  a  feparate  ftate ;  the  Sabeans,  a  diftin£t 
from  the  Arabs  and  Ethiopians;  yet  Pineda^s  feafons 
than  convince  him  (he  was  an  —  -  - 

Gold^  he  affirms*^  myith,  caifia,  frankincenie,  were 
the  produce  of  her  country 
finia  ? 


Ethiopian,  or  Cufhite 


more 
(hepherd 

can  this  counkry  poffibly  be  Abyf- 
Yet  fhe  difpofes  of  the  Abyffinian  efown,  and  regulates 
khe  fucceffion,  with  power  pcrfe<ftly  defpotic ;  though  it  by  no 
means  appears  how  fhe  got  pofTelBon  of  it.  So  much  does  the 
author  confufe  himfelf  and  difguft  his  reader  for  want  of  geo¬ 
graphical  preciiion  or  hiftoiriem  criticifm.  It  might  have  been 
expeiked  that  he  fhould  have  previbufly  entered  into  a  very  mi¬ 
nute  difquifition  concerning  the  value  and  authority  of  the  Abyf« 
finian  annals,  which  ferved  as  the  materials  Of  his  hiftory ;  yet 
^11  the  encouragement  he  gives  his  reader  to  wade  through  more 
khan  (even  hundred  quarto  pages  coniifts  in  telling  him  that 
Amka  Yafons,  prince  of  Shoa,  gave  him  all  the  books  of  the 
f^nnals  of  Abyffinia,  excepting  two;  one  given  him  by  the  king, 
khe  other,  the  Chronicle  of  Axum,  by  Ras  Michel,  governor  erf 
Tigre.  Here,  p.  501,  he  fays,  *  they  ferved  him  to  compofe 
^  this  hiftory.*  Both  the  books,  however,  of  the  fecond  volume 
profefe  to  be  tranflations  of  the  annals  of  AbyfBhia ;  which  yet 
they  mod  certainly  are  not,. for  Mn  Bruce  fpeaks  in  his  own 
perfon,  quotes  Le  Grand  and  Poncet,  and  in  dmoft  ev^  pa- 
ragraph  gives  his  readers  abundant  proof  that  his  firft  afmtion 
Is  right ;  that  he  has  compofed  the  hiftory  probably  without  giv- 
Ing  a  page  of  tranflation  of  the  annals  of  Abylfinia,  unleis  a  few 
fpeeches  or  letters  be  tranflated ;  fo  that  a  fpecimen  of  the 
Kbyffinian  manufeript  he  has  dcpofited  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum 
krbuld  dill  be  valuable  as  a  curiolity,  and  as  a  teft  by  which  we 
judge  of  the  nature  of  his  hiftory.  ' 

Till  another  De  Guignes  (ball  have  performed  the  neceflary 
fafk  of  an’  accurate^  critical  examination  of  the  documents,  it 
jriH  be  Tn  vain  to*  think  of  an  authentic  hiftory  of  Abyffinia. 
ihis  talk  we  wifh  much  to  haye  performed ;  for,  unconnected 
ks  that  country  is  with  the  revolutions  of  Europe,  and  little  as 
It  has  influenced  any  extenfive  portion  of  the  globe,  it  may 
|>offibly  throw  light  on  fome  tranfaCkions  in  which  the  fortune  of 
Wf  mankind  was  concerned.  While  the  author  of  the  iCoran 
h  D.2  was 
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•was  yet  flruggling  hard  with  the  oppofition  of  the  Koreifliites^ 
it 'is  well  known  that  fomc  of  his  chief  followers  found  a  refuge 
in  the  court  of  AbyiEnia.  When  the  defertion  of  the  furious 
•  Omar  gave  a  ferious  alarm  to  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca  for  the 
fete  of  their  idolatrous  worthip,  a  violent  and  furious  perfecu- 
*tion  was  raifed  againft  the  difciples  of  Iflam-  Mahomet,  not 

}^et  powerful  enough  to  defend  his  religion  and  protect  his  foU 
owers,  permitted  a  number  of  them  to  crofs  over  into  Abyflinia. 
The  embafly  of  the  Koreifliites  was  in  vain.  The  king  re- 
fufed  to  deliver  up  the  fugitives.  Should  any  information  con. 
corning  this  eventful  period  be  contained  in  the  annals  of  Abyf. 
finia,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  in  the  higheft  degree  interefting 
to  liberal  and  enlightened  curiofity.  We  are  afraid,’  however, 
that  their  documents  do  not  reach  fo  high.  Another  point  to- 
•  wards  which  an  European  would  dired  his  inquiries  would  be 
the  conduft  and  expuluon  of  the  Jefuits.  Here  he  would  willi 
for  the  Abyffinian  narrative:  he  would  be  defiroiis  to  know  in 
•what  light  this  bufy  and  mifehievous  order  were  viewed  by  the 
Africans. 

The  internal  tranfadlions  can  afford  but  fmall  gratification, 
They  exhibit  little  but  a  feene  of  wild  confufion  and  profufc 
bloodfhed.  Thc  hiftory  of  an  infolated  and  barbarous  country 
:  can  indeed  confift  of  little  befides  a  fucceflion  of  feenes  of  per- 
fidy  and  horror ;  it  muft  needs  be  gloomy  and  monotonous,  and 
will  never  infpire  that  intereft  by  virtue  of  which  the  hiftory  of 
nations  that  have  at  fome  peric^  advanced  to  an  high  pitch  0! 
perfection  in  government  and  arts  never  fails  to  command  at¬ 
tention  and  regard.  Of  the  Abyffinian  kings  we  find  few  whofc 
reigns  are  not  difturbed  by  rebellion ;  many  are  cut  off  by  a 
violent  death.  The  two  laft  kings  died  one  by  poifon,  the  other 
by  aflaffination ;  and  fuch  feems  to  be  the  fate  of  about  every 
other  dirough  the  lift.  < 

•  *  Asafpccimen  of  Mr.  Bruce’s  manner,  it  may  be  proper  to 
lay  a  quotation  or  two  before  the  reader.  In  one  place,  after 
having  toH  us  that  he  has  abridged* the  Abyffinian  annals,  and 
raidcred  them more  conformaHe  to  the  manner  of  writiiig| 
^"Englifli  hiftory/  he  proceeds  to  make*  the  following  re-j 
flexions:,  . 

•  *  «  L  • 

•  There  are  three  things  which’ I  would  now  obferve;  not  be* 
caufe  they  arc  (ingle  inffences;  but,'  on^  the  contrary,  becaoie,  thougk 
firft  mentioned  here,  they  are  uniformly  confirmed  throughout  ^ 
whole  Abyffinian  hiftory.  .  '  ^  ^ 

'•  The  firft  that  the  King  of  Abyflinia  is,  in  all  matters  ecclc' 
liaftical  and  civil,  fupreme ;  that'hd  puniihes  all  oflences  committed 
'.by  the  dergy  in  as  abfolute  and  dire^ta^  manner  as  if  thefe  offences 
were  committed  by  a  layman.  Of  this  .  the  .treatment  of  Hono* 

riui 
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rias  is  an  example^  .who  made  ufe  only  of  fplrltual  weapons  agalnft 
offences  that  furely  deferved  the  cenfure  of  all  churches* 

<  With  whatever  propriety  this  fentence  might  have  been  inflifted 
upon  individuals^  and  perhaps  without  any  bad  coniequence  to  the 
public  in  general,  the  law  of  the  land^  in  Abyffinia,  could  not  fuffer 
this  to  be  inflifted  on  their  king,  becaufe  very  b^d  effefis  mull  have 
followed  it  towards  the  commonweal ;  for  excommunication  there  is 
r^ly  a  capital  puiiilhment  if  executed  with  rigoiir.  It  is  a  kind  of  /»- 
urdi^o  aqua  et  ignh;  for  you  yourfelf  are  exprefsly  prohibited  from 
kindling  a  fire,  and  every  body  elfe  is  laid  under  a  prohibition  from 
Supplying  either  fire  or  water.  No  one  can  fpcak,  eat,  or  drink  with 
lyou,  enter  your  houfe,  or  fuffer  you  to  enter  thein.  You  ^nnot  buy 
norlell,  nor  recover  debts.  If,  under  this  fituation,  you  Ihould  be 
violently  (lain  by  robbers,  no  inquifition  is  made  into  the  caufc  of  your 
death,  and  your  body  is  not  fuffered  to  be  buried. 

'  I  would  fubmit  now  to  the  judgment  of  any  one,  what  fort  of  • 
government  there  would  be  in  Abyffinia  if  a  pried  was  fuffered  to 
lay  the  king  under  fuch  interdift  or  redridlion.  The  kings  of  that 
country  do  not  pretend  to  be  faints ;  indeed,  it  may  be  faid  they  are 
the  very  contrary,  leading  very  free  lives.  Pretences  ^re  never 
wanting,  and  it  is  only  necelfary  to  find  a  fanatic  pried  (which,  God 
MOWS,  is  not  a  rarity  in  that  country)  to  unhinge  government  per¬ 
petually,  and  throw  all  into  anarchy  and  confufion.  But  nothing 
of  iliia  kind  occurs  in  their  hidory,  though  the  bigotted  Lc  Grande, 
and  fome  of  the  Jefuits  lefs  bigotted  than  him,  have  afiferted  that 

fuch  a  pradice  prevailed  in  the  Abydinian  church,  to  (hew  its  con- 
bnnity  with  the  church  of  Rome;  which  we  lhall  fee,  however,. con- 
radi&ed  almod  in  every  prince’s  reign.  .  . 

•  The  fecohd  thing  I  lhall  obferve  is,  that  there  is  no  ground  for 
hat  prejudice  fo  common  in  the  writers  concerning  this  country,, 
who  fay  that  thefe  people  are  Nomades,  perpetually  roving  about  in 
:cnts.  If  they  had  ever  fo  little  reflected  upon  it,  there  is  not  a 
^ntry  in  the  world  where  this  is  Icfs  polliblc  than  in  Abyllinia,*a 
iQuaiery  abounding  with  mountains,  where  every  flat  piece  of  ground 
8,  once  a-day,  during  fix  months  rain,  cut  through  by  a  number  of 
drrtets,  (weeping  cattle,  trees,  and  every  thing  irrefidibly  before 
hem ;  where  no  field,  unleis  it  has  fome  declivity,  can  be  fown,  nor 
;ven  palTed  over  by  a  traveller,  without  fome  danger  of  being  fwept  * 
|way,  during  the  hours  of  the  day  when  the  rain  is  mod  violent;  in 
uch  a  country  it  would  be  impoflible  for  thirty  or  forty  thouland 
to  encamp  from  place  to  place,  and  to  fublid  without  (bme  per¬ 
manent  retreat.  Accordingly  they  have  towns  and  villages  perched 
ipon  pinnacles  of  lharp  hills  and  rocks,  and  .which  are  never 
bought  (afe  if  commanded  by  any  ground  above  them ;  in  thefe 
hey  remain,  as  we  do  in  cities,  all  the  rainy  feafon :  nor  is  there  a 
private  j^rfon  (not  a  foldier)  who  hath  a  tent  more  than  in  Britain, 
the  fair  fealbn  the  military  encamp  in  all  direftions,  crofs  the  coun* 
either  to  levy  taxes,  or  in  fearch  of  their  enemy;  but  nothing 
^  this  is  particular  Abyfliiua ;  in  mod  parts  of  Africa  -an^ 

^ydothefamc. 
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*  The  Aird  pankular  to  obferved  here  is,  diat,  in  this  prince's 
reign,  the  king’s  ibiui  were  not  unprifoned  in  the  mounuin/ 

•  ! 

It  is  unneceilary  for  us  to  remind  the  reader  how  grofsly  the 

ideas  that  belong  to  a  regular  and  we!l«-digefted  government  are 
here  mifapplicd  to  the  tumultuous  mifrule  of  a  country  where 
the  governors  of  provinces  feelc  no  other  plea  to  refift  the  king, 
or  make  war  on  one  another,  than  the  power }  where  the  king 
himfelf  is  but  a  puppet  played  off  by  the  barbarian  chief  who 
lias  thp  afcendant  to-day,  and  to-morrow  is  forced  to  refign  the 
royal  machine  to  the  nunagement  of  a  favage  more  cunning  or 
llronger  than  himfelf.  When  in  the  detail  of  fuch  a£ts  of  fraud 
and  violence,  we  hear  the  terin  ^  conftitution,’  the  expreilion 
‘  faving  the  ftate,’  made  ufe  of,  there  can  be  no  qu’eftion  con^ 
cerning  the  degree  of  intelligence  and  judgment  with  which  the 
hiftory  has  been  compofed  ;  and  let  the' annals  of  Abyflinla  be  as 
dry  and  meagre  as  they  may,  we  cannot  help  wilhing  for  a  li¬ 
teral  tranflation  in  the  place  of  fuch  an  hiftory.  That  we  do 
not  exaggerate  in  fpeaking  of  the  perpetual  diforder  that  has  pre- 
vailed  in  this  country,  it  is  eafy  to  prove  from  Mr.  Bruce  him¬ 
felf:  Kafmati  Waragna,  for  inftance,  we  are  told,  (p:  664, 
Vol.  IL)  ^  is  almoft  a  fingle  example  in  their  hiftory  of  a  great 
*  ofticeri  governor  of  a  province,  that  never  was  in  rebellion.' 

When  we  complain  that  the  author  has  not  entered  into  a 
ilri(^  critical  examination  of  the  documents  he  has  employed, 
the  reader  may  naturally  a(k,  does  he  then  give  no  fort  of  in¬ 
formation  concerning  the  manner  in  which  the  tranfadlions  of 
the  kingdom  are  recorded  ?  Such  inquirers  will  probably  be  fa« 
tisfied  by  the  following  extraft : 

f  The  king  has  near  his*  perfon  an  officer  who  is  meant  to  be 
hi^  hiftoriographer.  He  is  alfo  keeper  of  his  fcal,  and  is  obliged  to 
xn^e  a  journal  of  the  king’s  adions,  good  or  bad,  without  com* 
ment  of  his  own  npon  them.  This,  when  the  {^ing  dies,  or  at  leait 
;  foon  after,  is  delivered  to  the  council,  who  it  over,  and  erafe 
every  thing  falfe  in  it;  whilft  they  fupply,  any  material  fa£t  that  may 
have  been  omitted,  whether  purpofdy,  or  not.  This  would  have 
^en  a  very  dangerous  book  to  haye^  been  kept  in.Bacufia’s  time; 
and  accordingly  no  perfon  chofe  ever  to  run  that  rilk ;  and  the  king’s 
particular  behaviour  afterwards  had  Hill  the  further  effeA  that  no 
Dody  would  fupply  this  deficiency  after  his  death,  a  general  belief 
prevailing  in  Apyffinia  that  he  is  alive  to  this  d^y,  and  will  appeal 
again  in  all  his  terrors.” 

In  the  fourth  volume  we  find  Ae  following  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  part  of  the  annals  obtained  from  Amha  Yafous : 

*  He  had  heard,  while  at  Shoa,  from  fome  priefts  of  Debra  Li* 
banos,  that  there  was  a  ftrange  white  man  in  favour  with  the  king 
et  Gondar,  who  could  do  every  thing  but  raife  the  dead ;  it 

among 
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among  his  firft  rcquefts  to  the  king  to  make  him  acquainted  with 
me.  The  king  therefore  ordered  me  to  wait  upon  him  every  mom« 
ingf  and  I>  on  my  (^ft>  did  not  kt  flip  that  opportunity.  Inien* 
fibly  we  came  to  be  infeparabk  companions.  Our  converfation  fell 
one  day  to  be  upon  the  Abyffinian  kings  who  firft  lived  at  Shoa  at  the 
time  when  the  kingdom  of  Adel  was  a  great  mart  for  the  Eaft-lndian 
trade,  before  the  difcovery  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  He  faid  that 
a  book  containing  their  hiftory,  he  believed,  was  in  (boie  of.thf 
churches  in  Shoa,  and  that  he  would  immediately  fend  for  it.  Al¬ 
though  1  could  not  help  teftifying.  my  defire  of  having  a  book  which 
I  had  fought  for  in  vain  through  the  reft  of  the  provinces  of  Abyf* 
fmia,  yet  I  thought  it  unreafonable  'to  defire  a  man  to  fend  three 
hundred  miles  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  getting  it ;  1  therefore  did 
not  prefs  it ;  being  fatisfied  with  his  promife ;  but  as  my  work  would 
have  been  iocompfotc  without  it,  I  aikcd  my  friend  Tecia  Mariam 
to  mention  it  to  him  as  from  the  king.  His  anfwer  was,  ‘  I  have 
already  promifed  to  get  it  for  Yagoube,  the  meiTenger  by  this  dsie 
is  in  Amnara ;  depend  upon  it,  my  father  will  not  fail  to  let  me  have 
it ;  for  fear  of  miftake,  I  have  difpatched  a  very  intelligent  man,  who 
knows  and  has  feen  the  book  at  Debra  Libanos.*  Thu  promife  waa 
punAually  kept,  the  book  came,  and  from  it  I  have  drawn  the  hif¬ 
tory  of  the  Adelan  war,  and  the  reign  of  thofe  kings  who  had  not  yet 
returned  to  Axum,  but  reigned  in  ^oa.’ 

We  arc  trul^  forry  to  be  obliged  to  reprefent  our  author^s  ta» 
lents  for  biftoncal  refearch  and  compofition  iu  fo  unfavourable  a 
light.  But  it  feems  to  us  that  there  cannot  be,  in  this  cafe, 
the  fame  room  for  difference  of  opinion  as  prevails  on  many 
queftions  of  literature  and  criticifm.  In  full  confidence,  there¬ 
fore,  that  every  judicious  reader  muft  inevitably  form  an  opinion 
coinciding  with  our  bwiij  We  fhall  take  leave  of  this  work  for 
the  prefent,  after  noticing  a  fingular  circumftance,  in  which  the 
author  appears  to  have  been  ftrangely  mifinformed.  He  fays, 
Vol,  I,  p,  500,  that  Dr.  Wprde,  having  heard  of  the  book  of 
Enoch  being  prefented  to  the  king’s  library  at  Paris,  imnxedi- 
ately  repaired  thither,  with  letters  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to 
the  Engliih  ambaffador,  defiring  him  to  aflift  the  dodtpy  in  pro¬ 
curing  accefs  to  Mr,  Bruce^s  prefent  by  permiffion  from  his  moft 
Chri  Itian  Majefty.  ‘  This  he  accordingly  obtained,  and  a  tranC- 
^  lation  of  tne  work  was  brought  over  j  but,  I  know  not  why, 
^  it  bas  no  where  appeared.  I  t^cy  Dr,  Worde  was  not  tnuch 
^  more  pleafed  with  the  conduft  of  the  giantsj  than  I  was.* 

This  anecdote  carries  on  its  face  ftrong  marks  qf  improba¬ 
bility,  We  believe  there  has  been  feldgm  any  necefl^y  to  ap¬ 
ply  with  fuch  parade,  if  at  all,  to  the  King  of  France  for  accefs 
to  the  library,  or  any  thing  it  contains.  If  Dr,  Worde  had 
been  difguft^  with  the  book,  he  would  not  have  tranflated  it. 
it  feems  very  unlikely  that  he  Ihould  have  taken  the  pains  to 
make  a  tranflation,  and  afterwards  fupprefs  iu  We  have  been 
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credibly  informed  that  Dr.  Worde,  being  at  Paris  at  the  time 
upon  other. purfuitSy  was  led  by  his  curiofity  to  infpedl  the  ma* 
riufcript }  and  that  he  never  fet  about  the  tranflation :  but  it  will 
be  in  the  power  of  Tome  of  the  friends  of  that  laborious  fcholar 
to  afcertain  the  fwSl.  The  reafons  we  have  ftated  will,  we  hope, 
juftify  us  in  withholding  our  a&nt  till  it  (ball  be  corroborated 
Dy  further  teftimphy. 


Art.  XI.  ,  Moral  and  BbiUfophUal  EJlimates  of  the  State  and 
,Eacult'ttt  of  Man }  and  of  the  Nature  and  Sources  of  Human 
■He^lnefs,  A  Series  of  DidaSic  Leilures.  Small  8vo.  4  vols, 
]2S.  boards.  White  and  Son.  London^'  1789. 


*^HESE  Le£lures,  we  are  informed,  were  delivered  to  an 
intelligent  audience,  whofe  capacities  were  fuited  to  a  more 
pbilofophical  invefiigation  of  human  happincfs  than  would  have 
been  adapted  to  perfons  of  inferior  attainments.'  Neither  in 
the  delivery  nor  the  publication  of,  them  has  the  author  been 
iludious  of  preferving  any  fyftematical  arrangement.  He  gives 
them  as  detached  e0ays,  unconne^ed  with  each  other  in  their 
particular  fubjedh,  and  forming  an  extenfive  part,  but  not  com-, 
prehendihg  the  whole  of  what  might  be  included  in  the  general 
iigruHcation  of  happincfs. 

The  firft  le£hjre  is  employed  in  an  inquiry  wherein  the  dignity 
of  man  confifts.  The  chief  ground  which  he  affigns  for  this 
attribute  is,  that  man  is  ennobled  by  underftanding  and  reafon, 
which  e^lts  him  far  above  all  the  other  creatures  of  the  earth. 
Moral  freedom,  he  obferves,  is  another  chaiadleriftic  of  our  fpe- 
cies.  While  me  fun,  the  ‘moon,  the  ftm:s,  and  all  the  hoft  of 
Heaven,  mecj^nically  execute  tHeir  unknown  laws,  and  roll 
about  ih  the  regions  of  fpace ;  while  the  animals  blindly  purfue 
their  irrefiftible  impulfes,  and  are  entirely  dependent  on  impref- 
fioiis  'frbm  without ;  man  is  not  aWolutely  fubje£led  to  thofe  laws, 
hbPpbliged  to  be  adluated  by  thefe  inftinfts;  A.  third  diftinc- 
tion  affighed  to  man  is  adlivity,'  the  nioft  diverfified  and  the  moft 
'indefatigable;  which  the  author,,  in  an  animated  llrain  of  apof- 
trbphei  illullrates  by  a  variety  of.  examines.  '  Another  ground 
of  the  dignity  uid  pre-eminence  of  man  is,  a  capacity  conti- 
tinu^y  advancing,  and  conftantly  acquiring  new  degrees  of 
perfe&ibn.  His  capacities  develope,  his  powers  'increafe,  in 
.proportion  to  his  application  and  exertion  of  them  :  'and  the  circle 
of’  his  views  and  operations  enlarges  according  to  the  degree  by 
which  his  capacities  unfold  and  his  powers  iinprove.  The  fifth 
fourCe  crf'.digni^  mentioned  is,  that  man  is  defigned  for  im¬ 
mortality;  the  ftxth,  that  he  is  the  infage  of  the  l^mighty;  and 
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iht  fcvendi  argument  is  derived  from  his  ftation  in  the  world. 
Thefc  feveral  confiderations  arc  purfued  by  the  author  with 
much  ingenuity ;  and  he  endeavours  to  apply  them,  through  the 
whole  of  the  lecture,  to  the  purpofes  of  morality  and  religion. 

In  the  fecond  leflure  the  author  (hews  what  is  derogatory  to 
the  dignity  of  man.  He  delineates  the  fubjeft  in  a  variety  of 
views,  and  illuftrates  it  by  appofite  confiderations ;  but  he  is 
fometimes  tautological,  and  more  .declamatory  than  argumen¬ 
tative. 

The  author  next  deferibes  how  and  by  what  means  Chrif- 
tianity  reftores  the  dignity  of  man ;  examining,  in  fubfequent 
Ledures,  the  value  of  human  life,  health,  riches,  honour,  fen- 
fuai  pleafure,  fpiritual  pleafures,  and  devotion. 

In  the  fecond  volume  he  continues  the  eftiraate  through  an 
inquiry  into  the  value  of  fenfibility,  virtue,  religion,  the  human 
foul,  the  importance  of  the  doftrine  of  immortality,  the  value 
of  man*s  life-time  upon  earth,  and  of  fpiritual  experiences. 

In  the  third  volume  the  fubje6t  is  profecuted  under  a  variety 
of  detached  confiderations,  viz.  the  value  of  focial  and  public 
worlhip,  folitude,  focial  life,  bufy  life,  trade  and  commerce,  a 
country  life,  domeftic  happinefs,  friendfliip,  and  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty. 

The  fubje£h  eftimated  in  the  fourth  volume  are,  the  value  of 
learning,  more  enlightened  times,  fufFerings '  and  tribulations,  a 
good  reputation,  converfion  from'  a  bad  courfe  of  life,  human  hap- 
pinds ;  with  rules  for  rightly  appreciating  the  value  of  things ;  the 
vanity  of  all  earthly  things ;  the  moral  charadler  of  jefus  Chrift  ; 
the  imitation  of  the  example  of  Jefus  ;  the  paftoral  office. 

After  this  general  detail  of  the  contents  ot  the  work  we  fhall 
lay  before  our  readers,  as  a  fpecimen,  an  extraft  from  the  lec¬ 
ture  that  treats  of  the  advantages  which  Chriftianity  has  pro¬ 
cured  to  mankind : 

*  Wc  may  reduce  thefe  advantages  to  four  chief  heads.  -  The  firll 
comprehends  knowledge ;  the  fecond,  virtue  ;.thc  third,  tranquillity; 
and  the  fourth,  the  outward  condition  of  nien. 

*  Pirft,  the  cultivation  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  knowledge  of 
truth  in  general,  has  been  improved  and  promoted  by  Chriftianity 
among  mankind.  As  Chriftianity  does  not,  like  the  old  heathen  re¬ 
ligion,  confift  in  celebrations  and  ceremonies,  in  folemnities  and  fa- 
crificcs,  but  in  doArines' and  moral  precepts;  fo  muft  it  neceftarily 
have  excited  mankind,  by  degrees,  to  more  refleflion  on  inviiible, 
fpirituU,  and  moral  matters,  on  their  mutual  relation  and  connexion 
with  Qther,  on  what  they  are  at  prefent,  and  what  they  will  be 
hereafter ;  and  thefc  refleftions  muft,  by  degrees,  have  fpread  them- 
fclves  among  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men,  which,  till  then,  only 
the  wife,  as  they  were  called,  were  in  pofTelTion  of.  By  this  means 
the  culture  of  the  human  mind  in  general  has  been  very  much 

promoted. 
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promoted,  and  will,  in  courfe  of  time,  continue  to  be  more  fo,  a& 
knankind  proceed  to  perceive  how  far  CkriAianity  is  from  enfeebling 
the  rights  of  fo^nd  reafon,  and  how  favourable  it  is,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  to^  the  free  inyeftigation  of  truth.  By  this  means  manv  pre* 
cep^  of  wifdom,  much  knowledge,  which  were  formerly  looked  upon 
AS  the  peculiar  property  of  the  philofophefs,  are  already  incorporated 
into  the  general  mafs  of  human  knowledge ;  and  thus,  by  degrees, 
All  that  is  ufeful  and  good  of  this  kind,  together  with  the  peculiar 
do^krines  of  religion,  will  be  a  known  and  ferviceable  treafure  to 
every*  man,  and  be  delivered  and  accepted  to  the  purpofe  of  acquir¬ 
ing  wifdom  and  knowledge  by  every  man.  Thus  much  at  leail  is 
certain,  that,  among  none  of  the  heathen  nations,  the  Greek  and 
Roman  not  excepted,  were  there  fuch  numbers  of  perfons  of  all  ranks, 
who  reflefted  on  their  moft  imporunt  concerns,  on  God  and  Religion, 
on  morality  and  virtue,  on  the  end  of  their  exiftence,  and  their  im* 
mortality,  and  by  refleflion  proceeded  fo  far  as  among  the  Chriftians ; 
and,  for  this  extraordinary  circumftancc,  I  know  of  no  confiftent 
reafon  to  be  given  but  that  of  Chrillianity  itfelf.  I  will  not  deny  that, 
confidered  as  a  predominant  religion,  at  certain  times  it  has  been  as 
great  an  impediment  to  reflection  and  liberal  inq^iry  as  heathenifin; 
and  that  at  times  it  has  confided,  in  pegard  of  the  generality  of  its 
profeSbrs,  in  a  blind  implicit  belief.  But  1  fpcak  at  prefent  of  the 
advantages  we  owe  to  Chridianity  confidered  at  large;  and  if  it  has 
not  at  all  times,  and  always  in  the  fame  degree,  been  produ(3ive  of 
them  by  the  fault  of  mankind,  yet  they  dill  fubfided ;  and  it  is  un¬ 
deniable  that  we  ^e  at  prefent  greatly  indexed  to  its  falucary  in* 
Suence. 

*  Let  it  not  be  fald  that  we  are  chiefly  obliged  to  the  writings  of 
the  ancient  fages  of  Greece  and  Rome,  and  the  genera)  publican 
tion  of  them,  for  the  cultivation  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  progrefs 
human  knowledge  has  made.  If  we  examine  the  matter  thoroughly, 
we  fhall  find  that  even  the  benefits  we  have  obtained  froni  that 
quarter,  and  dill  may  obtain,  arc  all  derived  from  Chridianity.  I 
decry  not  the  writings  of  thefe  ancient  fages ;  1  am  fenfible  to  the 
beautiful,  the  true,  and  the  good  they  contain.  But  what  has  pre- 
ferved  thefe  writings  to  us,  and  prefen  led  us  with  them  ?  Is  it  not 
Chridianity  that  has  procured  them  to  us,  and,  as  it  were,  given 
vs  them  afreOi  ?  How  happened  it  that  the  languages  wherein  thefe 
writings  are  compofed,  and  which  were  no  longer  fpokenauy  where, 
were  fiudied  purfued,  but  becaufe  the  worihip  of  feveral  Chrif- 
tians  was  performed  in  them,  and  ^caulie  they  were  the  languages 
of  their  facred  booliU  f  Had  it  not  been  for  this,  would  they  not, 
like  many  other  ancient  languages  which  are  only  kno^yn  to  us  by 
their  names,  have  fallen  into  complete  oblivion,  and,  with  the 
treafures  of  wifdom  they  contain,  have  ^come  a  prey  to  i^-devour* 
ingtimei* 

With  refpeft  to  the  general  merit  of  thefe  Lectures,  we  think 
them  entitled  to  the  praife  of  a  cqnfiderable  (hare  of  ingenuity. 
.The  author’s  efiiinate^  of  human  life,  in  its  various  fituations, 
kic  formed  with  juftneis  and  difeernment.  ’He  difeovefs,  on 

every 
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entry  fubjeS,  a  competent  fund  of  refleftion  arid  obfervation ; 
and  though  he  appears,  for  the  moft  part,  to  afFeft  a  declamatory 
iftyle,  his  arguments  are  more  often  addrelTed  to  the  underftand- 
ing  than  either  to  the  imagination  or  the  paffions.  In  his  nu- 
merous  amplifications,  however,  there  is  frequently  an  unifor¬ 
mity  of  fentimenl  and  expreflion,  which,  exclufive  of  tautolor 
gical  redundancy,  occafionally  intervening,  may  olFend  the  ufte 
pf  f(>me  readers.  But  any  defctSk  of  this  kind  is  more  than  cooi- 
penfated  by  the  force  of  reafoning,  and  the  animated  manner  in  * 
which  the  author  treats  of  fubjciSts  the  moft  interefting  to  rclir 
gion  and  philofophy. 


FOREIGN  LITERATURE. 

I 

Art.  XII.  journal  Hijlorique  du  Voyage  de  M.  de  Leffeps^  Conful 
de  France y  employe  dans  C Expedition  de  M*  U  Comte  de  la  Pey^ 
roufey  en  qualite  d'Interprete  du  Rot ;  depuis  P  Injiant  ou  il  a 
quitte  Us  Fregates  Franfoifes  au  Port  St,  Pierre  et  St,  Paul  dt^ 
^amtfchatha  jufqWa  fon  arrives  en  Francey  U  ly  O^obrsy  1 788. 

Art.  XII.  Hiflorical  Journal  of  the  Travels  of  M.  de  LeffepSy 
Conful  of  FrancSy  employed  in  the  Expedition  of  the  Count  de  la 
Peyroujiy  in  polity  of  King\s  Interpreter ;  from  the  Moment 
when  he  quitted  the  French  Frigates  at  the  Port  of  St,  Peter  and 
St,  Paul  of  Kamtfchatkay  till  his  arrival  in  FrancSy  I  yth  Oliobsry 
1788.  8vo%  2  vols.  Paris,  1790. 

^  .  _ 

To  the  account  we  have  given  of  this  work  in  our  Journal  for  May, 
the  following,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  a  correl'poodent  at 
Paris,  may  be  eAeemed  a  fequel. 

^^HERE  are  few  fpecies  of  publications  more  generally  read 
*  than  travels  \  and  few  perhaps  that  more  generally  dcfervc 
to  be  fo.  The  fadts  and  obfervations  they  contain  cannot  fail  to 
affift  in  the  ftudy  of  many  and  to  furnifh  moral  and  political  con- 
clufions,  while  the  adventures  of  the  author,  his  fufferings  and 
his  hair-breadth  efcapes  (for  what  traveller  has  not  met  with 
forae),  mtereft  the  reader  more  than  the  marvellous  incidents  of 
romance,  becaufe  they  have,  or  arc  fuppofed  to  have,  the  fupc- 
rior  attr^ion  of  truth.  In  the  relation  of  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  barbarous  nations  we  receive  an  additional  pleafure. 
The  comp^jfons  wc^  make,  and  the  confcioufiiefs  of  our  fupe- 
riority,  touch  a  fecret  fpring  of  the  human  mind  that  gratifies 
us  by  givii^  new  expanlion  to  the  principles  of  pride  and  fclf- 
love.  As  Kamtfchatka  is  a  country  as  yet  but  imperfedUy  ex¬ 
plored,  and  as  M.  de  Lelleps,  chofen  the  interpreter  of' an 

important 
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impcyrtant  expedition,  ought  to  afford  us  authentic  infonnatIon> 
we  flatter  ourfelves  that  our  readers  will  accompany  us  with 
pleafure  while  we  attend  him  on  his  travels,  and  paufe  at  his 
moft  remarkable  adventures  and  remarks. 

M.  de  Lefleps  being  charged  by  the  Comte  dc  la  Peyroufe  to 
carry  his  difpatches  over  land  to  France,  bade  farewell  to  the 
illuftrious  navigators  of  the  Bouflblc  and  Aflrolabe  in  the  port 
of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  penin-. 
fula  of  ^Kamtfchatka,'  on  the  29th  of  September,  1787.  The 
preparations  for  his  departure  occafioning  fome  delay,  he  em-* 
pk)vs  the  meantime  in  a  defeription  of  the  harbour  and  environs, 
and  in  the  mention  of  a  projedl  to  convert  the  few  houfes  on  the 
fea-^fide  to  a  confiderable  fortified  town.  On  the  7th  of  Oftober 
he  fets  off  for  Olcotzk^  in  company  with  M.  Kauoff,  t^onjman- 
dant  of  that  place,  with  feveral  other  Ruffian  officers,  and  fe« 
veral  attendants,  and  takes  advantage  of  a  fliort  ftay  at  Para^ 
tounka,*  on' the  bppofite  fide  of  the  bay,  to  deferibe  lAx^  balagans 
and  the  miferable  places  of  abode  of  the  Kamtfchatkadales. 

^  The  Kamtfchatkadales  refide  in  the  fummer  in  the  former, 
and  in  the  winter  retire  to  the  latter.  As  the  government  wiflies 
to  bring  them,  by  infenfible  degrees,  to  conform  to  the 
f>ers  of  the  Ruffian  peafantry,  and  to  lodge  in  a  more  whole* 
fome  manner,  ^  it  is  forbid  in  this  fouthern  part  of  Kamtfchatka 
to  conftruft  in  future  any  ycurts,  or  fubterraneous  dwellings. 

^  l"he  balagans  are  raifed  above  the  ground  on  feveral  pods 
fixed  at  equal  diftanccs,  and  of  the  height  of  twelve  or  thirteen 
feet.  This  ruftic  colonnade  fupports  a  platform,  compofed  of 
beams  covered  with  a  kind  of  clay,  and  the  platform  ferves  as  a 
floor  to  the  whole  edifice,  which  confifts  of  a  ridge  of  a  conical 
form,  covered  with  a  kind  of  thatch,  or  dried  gr^s,  laid  over 
long  poles  that  meet  at  the  top.  This  ridge  forms  the  whole 
apartment ;  that  is  to  fay,  a  fingle  room,  with  a  hole  in 
the  roof  to  give  paflTage  to  the  fmoke,  when  the  fire  is  lighted' 
to  drefs  their  viftuals.  Their  kitchen  is  in  the  middle  of  their 
chamber,  where  they  eat  and  fleep  all  together,  without  the 
Icaft  appearance  of  difguft  or  fcruple.  In  thefc  apartments  there 
IS  no  fuch  thing  as  a  window,  nothing,  in  (hort,  but  a  door  fo 
low  and  narrow  as  hardly  to  afford  entrance  to  the  daylight/ 
'Fbc  ftaircjfe  is  worthy  of  the  houfe ;  it  is  a  beam,  or  rather  a* 
tree,'  very  rudely  notched,*  one  end  of  which  relts  upon  the 
ground,^  and  the  other  is  raifed  to  the  height  of  the  floor.  This 
f'ce  preferves  its  original  round  form,  though  it  is  cut  on  one 
fide  Into  what  I  cannot  well  call  fteps,  as  they  are  fo  inconvct 
nient  that  I  have  been  feveral  times  very  near  breaking  my 
neck  in  walking  up  them.  And  indeed  whenever  this  curfed 
ihurcafe  happens  to  turn  under  the  feet  of  thofe  who  are  not 
'  • '  accuftomed 
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accuftofned  'to  lU  it  is  impoifible  for  them  to  preferve  their  equu 
librium.  They  muft  come  to  the  ground,  and  run  more  or 
Icfs  rifle  in  proportion  to  the  height>  When  they  wifli  to  give 
notice  that  nobody  is  at  homci  they  only  turn  the  flaircafe  with 
the  fteps  downward.  .  » 

^  ReaTons  of  convenience  may  perhaps  have  furnifhed  the  idea 
of  conftrufting  thefe  curious  dwelling-places ;  they  are  neceflary 
and  Aiitable  to  their  kind  of  life.  Their  .principal  food  being 
dried  fifli,  which  is  aUb  that  of  their  dogs,  they  have  occafioii 
for  a  (hade,  where  the  wind  enters  on  every  fide  to  dry  it|  as 
well  as  their  other  provifions  for  the  winter.  The  ruftic  co¬ 
lonnade  or  portico  that  compofes  the  lower  part  of  their  balagane 
anfwers  this  purpofe :  there  they  hang  up  their  fifli  at  a  fuificient 
height  to  keep  it  out  of  the  way  of  the  dogs,  which  are  con- 
flantly  half*ftarved  that  they  may  be  in  the  better  order  for  run- 
ing.  Thefe  dogs  draw  the  carriages  of  the  Kamtfchatkadales* 
The  bell,  that  is  to  fay,  the  fierceft,  have  no  other  kennel  tbaa 
the  kind  of  portico  I  have  juft  mentioned,  and  are  tied  to  the 
columns  or»pofts  that  fupport  the  building. 

Their  tjbas  or  winter  abodes,  if  larger,  would  perfedUy  rc- 
femble  the  houfes  of  the  Ruflian  peafants,  which  have  been  many 
times  deferibed.  In  the  larger  room  there  is  fometimes  a  ml- 
ferable  couch,  made  of  planks  and  covered  with  bear Vfkin : ,  it 
is  the  bed  of  the  mafter  of  the  family  ;  and  happy  are  the  wo¬ 
men  who  in  thefe. favage  countries  are  the  flaves  ,of  their  hus¬ 
bands,  and  do  the  mc^  laborious  work,  when  they  can  take  a 
little  repofc  upon  it  . 

After  a  few  words  concerning  the  police  of  the  Kamtfchatka- 
dales,  and  a  delcription  of  the  environs  of  Parataounka,>our  tra¬ 
veller  proceeds  on  his  journey,  and  ftops  at  Natchikin,  at  no 
great  diftance,  to  notice  a  hot  ipring  that  iflues  boiling,  out  or 
the  fide  of  a  hill.  After  an  exadt  analvfis  he  iinds  this  water  to 
contain  a  fmall  quantity  of  fulphur,  a  greater  abundance  of  vi¬ 
triolic  acid,  and  ftill  more  calcareous  earth,  joined  toTome  par¬ 
ticles  of  a  nitrous  fait.  »  :  ^  .  . 

'  In  the  continuation  of  his  journey  wc  (hall  not  follow  M.  de 
Lefleps  in  the  defcription  of  many  circumftances  of  no  great 
moment :  the  hills  he  afeends,  the  hills  he  defeends,  the  ftreams 
be  erodes,  the  villages  of  which  he  makes  mention,  becaufe  not 
worthy  of  mention,  &c.  M.  de  Leflfeps  apologifes  for  thefe 
minute  details  by  a  promife  he  had  made  to  his  reader  of  icru- 
palous^exadhiefs,  for  which  promife  we  are  candid .  enough  to 
believe  he  had  fome  good  reafon;  but  as  we  have  not  made  a 
fimilar  one  we  fliall  only  add  that  he  arrived  fafe  at  Bolcbe- 
retzk,:  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  bow  much  the 
fimplicity  of  the  Kamtfchatkadalcs  .  is ;  impofed  i.upon  by  *  the 

Codacks 
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C<^acks  find  Ruffians,  and  by  the  paffion  for  fpirituous  Hqiiofsi 
which  foems  even  more  irfefiftible  in  them  than  in  the  other 
northern  nations,  at  leaft  if  we  may  judge  by  the  following 
anecdote: 

‘  A  Kamtfchatkadale  had  given  a  fable  fkin  for  a  glafs  of 
brandy;  burning  with  the  defire  of  drinking  a  fecond^  he  invited 
the  brandy*feller  to  come  into  kis  houfe :  the  brandy-feller 
thanked  him,  and  faid  he  was  in  hafte :  the  Kamtfchatkadale 
renewed  his  entreaties,  and  prdpbfed  a  fecond  bargain,  which 
got  the  better  of  the  othcr^s  fcruplcs, — *  Comcj  another  glafs 

*  for  this  fable  Ikin;  it  is  finer  than  the  firft.’ — ‘  No  ;  I  muft 

*  keep  what  brandy  I  have,  1  promifed  to  fell  it  at  fuch  a  place 

•  and  rauft  go  immediately.*— ‘  Stop  a  moment^  here  are  two; 

^  —It  is  all  to  no  purpofe.*— *  Well!  come,  I  will  give  you 

♦  three.*— The  bargain  was  inftantly  concluded,  the  (able  (kins 
taken  pofleffion  of,  and  the  brandy  merchant  again  made  a  (hew 
of  going  away,  while  hts  landlord  redoubled  his  perfuafion  to 
keep  him* .  He  a(ked  for  a  third  glafs,  and,  meeting  with  a  new 
refufal,  was  ftill  more  liberal  in  his  offers  ;  in  proportion  as  the 
brandy  merchant  was  inexorable  the  Kamtfchatkadale  growin 
lavi(h  of  his  (kins.  Who  would  believe  that  he  at  length  fa 
crificed  for  the  laft  glafs  feven  fable  (kins  of  the  gfeateft  beauty, 
which  were  all  he  pofleflbd  I* 

A  ftay  of  three  months  at  Bolcherctzk  enables  our  traveller 
to  acquire  a  confiderable  knowledge  of  the  chara<SIer  and  man« 
tiers  of  the.  Aborigenes.  Their  drefs,  their  niufic,  their  danc¬ 
ing,  their  manner  of  hunting  and  fi(hing^  their  difeafes  and 
reniedies^  language,  government  and  climate,  every  thing,  in 
ikort,  by  turns  engages  his  attention,  and  furnifhes  details,  both 
curious  and  interefting,  feme  (hort  extrafts  from  which  will  not 
we  fancy,  be  dtfagreeable  to  our  reader. 

*  The  principal  nourilhment  of  thefe  people  confifts,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  of  dried  fiih.  The  men  themfclves  make 
their  provifion  of  this  aliment,  while  the  women  attend  to 
houfehold  affairs,  and  employ  themfelves  in  gathering  the  fruits 
and  Tegetables^  which,  after  fKh,  aie  the  favourite  nouri(hment 
of  the  Katntfchatkadales,  and  of  the  Ruffians  of  this  country 
The  ^ys  when  they  go  abroad  to  colleft  their  ftock  for  winter 
confumption,  arc  fo  many  feftivals ;  they  celebrate  them  with 
tranfports  of  the  moft  noify  and  licentious  mirth,  which  gives 
occafiOQ  to  curious  feenes^  that  not  unfreqUentiy  are  very  in 
decent  idfoi.  They  wander  in  bands  about  the  country  finging, 
end  giving  a  loofe  to  all  die  follies  their  imagination  can  fuggeft ; 
ell  and  (hame  is  banifiied ;  nor  can  I  better  defer ibe  their 
extravagant  phrenzy  than  by  comparing  it  to  that  of  the  fe¬ 
male  BfiCchltDalians  of  paganifm*  Woe  to  the  man  whom 

accident 
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accident  brings  in- their  way  i  However  defermined  or  a£Hre  he 
may  be,  it  is  impoffible  for  him  to  efcape  the  fate  that  threatens 
him ;  and  he  very  feldom  can  efcape  from  the  combat  without  a 
fevere  whipping.* 


Art.  XIII.  Fte  dt  Louit  XVL  revuty  carrigUy  et  augnuntUy  par 

M  Londres,  1790. 

Art.  XIII.  The  Life  of  Louis  XVI,  revifedy  cerreiiedy  and  astg^ 

mented.  i8mo.  125  Pages.  London,  1790. 

«  ^ 

^HE  revolution  in  France  has  given  birth  to  many  boolcs^ 

^  which  appear  and  fink  immediately  into  oblivion.  The 
prefs,  fo  long  under  reftritSlions,  palled  very  foon  the  bounds  of 
real  civil  liberty,*  and  teemed  with  licentious  produftions  of 
overheated  zeal  and  licentioufnefs.  Innumerable  newfpapers 
and  pamphlets  daily,  almoft  hourly,  came  forth  to  inform  or  to 
deceive.  This  Life  of  Louis  X Vl.  is  a  mere  catchpenny  of 
the  times ;  but,  promiling  anecdotes  of  the  Bourbon  family,  it  is 
no  wonder  if  the  public  read  it  with  avidity.  *  I  am  about,* 
fays  the  author,  ‘  to  gratify  the  eager  defircs  of  the  public,  in 
‘  offering  to  their  curiofity  the  pifture  of  the  .  life  of  King 
‘  Louis  the  Sixteenth  ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  they  will  read  it 
‘  with  the  greateft  avidity.^  The  author  foon  fhews  that  to  be 
fatirical  is  his  intention ;  but  his  language  is  low,  and  his  fen** 
timents  mean.  Speaking  of  the  faults  of  childhood,  ‘  How- 
‘  ever,  the  virtues  or  the  vices  of  children  arife  from  the  educa- 
‘  tion  they  receive.  As  in  good  land  which  is  not  plowed,  or 
•  not  plowed  properly,  brambles  and  thiftles  fpring  up;  bad 
‘  propenfities  and  vices  foon  take  root  in  the  beft  natures,-  whm 
^  education  comes  not  to  the  afliftance  of  nature ;  aod  the  more 
^  fo  the  more  hard -and  ungrateful  the  foil.* 

This  performance  contains,  in  a  curfory  manner,  a  relation 
of  whatever  has  been  faid  or  fufpe&ed  of  the  royal  ftmi}y«  It 
is  affirmed  that  the  Dauphin,  father  of  the  prefent  king,  for  be¬ 
ing  one  of  the  inftigators  of  Damien’s  attempt  on  Ae  life  of 
Louis  XV.  was  made  to  fwallow  a  flow  poifon,  which  dried 
.and  parched  himiup  like  a  red-herring.  Madame  Louifa  ts  eifr- 
pofed  for  having  borne  a  child  by  a  garde-du-corps;'afid'a  po« 
litical  projeft  for  rendering  the  prefent  king  and  his,  brothers 
impotent,  is  detailed  with  no  great  decency!  I'he-  queen’s 
lending  the  money  of  France  to  the  emperor,  her  adulteries,,  her 
.murders,  and  the  affair  of  the  necklace,  are  all  recorded.  -  M. 
Neckar  is  introduced  adopting  Law’s  fcheme  .underot  new 

form; 
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form ;  and  Calonne  is  brought  forward  as  i  ftlte  quack  (elting 
on  the  helm  of  the  finances. 

The  hiftory  of  the  revolution  is  given  in  a  very  fliort  man^ 
ner.  The  Baftile  is  attacked  and  taken  in  five  lines ;  and  the 
glorious  proceffion  of  the  17th  of  July  is  run  through  in  eight 
lines.  We  are  told  that  the  fi(h women  wcntto  Verfaillcs;  but 
hear  nothing  of  the  queen’s  danger,  who  were  the  inftiga- 
tors,  what  was  done  is  ilot  inveftigated,  and  we  are  to  reft  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  knowledge  that  tne  Hlh women*  went  to  Ver- 
failles.  :  . 

This  Hiftory  of  the  Life  of  Louis  XVI.  concludes  with  an 
account  of  the  king  and  queen  being  terribly  frightened  at  the 
accidental  dilcharge  of  a  foldier’s  mufquet,  which  gives  room 
for  the  important  remark  that  flight  caufes  often  produce  events 
of  the  utmoft  confequence.  *  Often,’  fays  our  author,  *  things 
‘  of  the  higheft  importance  fpring  from  a  trifling  caufe ;  there- 

•  fore  I  could  not  negledl  little  things,  as  they  ferve  to>  develope 
‘  great  ones.  My  precifion  has  thus  been  abfolutely  neceflary 
‘  in  the  life  of  the  king,  becaufe  we  are  to  know  princes  as  we 
*•  do  lions,  by  their  paws.  As  a  faithful  and  impartial  hiftorian, 

•  I  have  defcribed  the  vices  as  well  as  recorded  the>  virtues  of 

•  Louis  XVL ,  The  praifes  I  have  given  him  are  true  and  fin- 

•  cere,  fbi;  there  is  fome  cenfure  mixed  with  them  j  the  former, 
‘  however,  preponderates  greatly.’ 

There  is  a  fupplement  to  vilify  the  Marquis  de  Favras  and 
the  Comte  d’Eftaing.  In  the  title-page  is  the  initial  of  Comte 
Mirabeau,  and  the  number  of  afterifks  that  fuit  with  the  letters 
of  die  name  i  but  that  deception  is  foon  difcovered. 


Art.  XIV.  Storia  del  Regno  di  Carlo  IIL  di  Borbone^  Re  Catto- 
Ueo  delli  Spagm  }  deli  Indie^  corredata  degli  opportuni  docununti 
del  Abate  Beccattini. 

Art.  XIV •  Hiftory  of  Charles  IIL  of  Bourbon^  King  of  Spain^ 
iAe.  8vo#  Venice,  1790. 

TT  has  been  repeatedly  obferved  that  a  propenfity  to  adulation, 
and  the  fear  of  incurring  refentment,  are  great  impediments 
to  the  writing  of  a  hiftory  of  our  own  times.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  fo  many  eye-witneflcs  and  evidences  remain  of  fa£b, 
that  the  careful  hiftorian  has  it  in  his  power  to  record  events 
jvith  the  greater  accuracy.  The  Abbd  Beccatini  does  not  fecm 
to  have  availed  himfelf  of  this  advanuge.  He  has  mifrepre^ 
fented  fo  many  circumftances  that  his  errors  merit  the  lefs  notice 
ia  proportioa  at  they  are  frequent.  We  (hall  only  advert  to  a 

few 
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few  of.  the  events  of  the  late  war,  in  which  be  liberally  gives  the 
Comte  de  GralTe  forty-eight  fail  of  the  line  in  his  adion  with 
Lord  Rodney,  and  is  unmerciful  enough'  to  let  only  nineteen 
cfcape.  In  Langara’s  combat  he  beats  the  Spaniards  fo  cruelly 
that  only  four  mips  get  away  out  of  thirteen.  In  ftiort,  the 
Abbe  Beccatini  is  quite  the  Bobadil  of  hiftoij.  ‘  Twenty  more, 
‘  take  them.’  He  makes  the  Bailie  de  Suffrein,  who  was  beat 
out  of  the  bay,  and  followed  to  fea  by  the  enemy,  obtain  a  fignai 
vidory  at  Port  Praya;  arid  attributes  the  burning  of  the  floating- 
batteries  at  Gibraltar  to  the  immeafureable  fize  (grandezza  fmifu- 
rata)  of  the  red-hot  balls.  But  thefe  are  blunders  that  muftme- 
ccllarily  occur  when  authors,  ufed  to  fhake  the  duft  from  the 
facred  volumes  of  theology,  and  ‘  who  the  ordonnance  of  a  battle 
‘  know  no  better  than  a  fpinfter,’  muft  needs  ‘  fpeak  as  fami- 
^  liarly  of  guns  and  trumpets  as  ladies  women  do  of  puppy  dogs.’ 
Many  other  matters,  though  detailed  in  a  very  circumftantial 
and  minute  manner,  are  exprelTed  notwithftanding  fo  obfcurely 
and  confufedly,  that  the  reader  does  not  know  what  to  con¬ 
clude.  This  is  perhaps  owing  to  his  documents  being  im- 
perfeft  ;  probably  newfpapers  mifunderftood  and  ill  combined. 
And  yet  this  is  the  way,  fays  Voltaire,  in  which  hiftory  is 
written^  and  pofterity  deceived ;  but  we  beg  the  Abbe  Becca- 
tini’s  pardon,  the  latter  reproach  will  never  apply  to  him.  His 
ftyle  feems  to  us  heavy  and  ill  conftru£fed;  it  is  fomctimcs 
pompous  and  bordering  upon  fuftian,  as  when  he  fays  that  the 
combined  fleet  kept  up  an  infernal  Are  upon  the  imperturbable 
rock  (faceano  contro  V imperturbablle  fcoglio  con  fuQco  infernale}m 
His  renedlions  appear  generally  trite,  as  when  he  tells  us  ^  that 
‘  courage  avails  little  when  fortune  is  unfavourable.’  He  who 
belieyes  not  in  thefe  remarks,  let  him  read  the  book;  and, -if 
he  lofe  his  time,  the  lofs  be  upon  his  own  head. — We  hear  that 
a  better  work  on  this  fubjeft  has  ‘been  written  by  Cardinal 
Gadfani  ;-but  it  has  not  yet  fallen  into  our  hands.  * 
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Art.  15.  ^be  ^ilf-Totmentor.  A  No*viL  aamo.  3  vols.  ^4  Wilkie# 

,  London,  1790.  '  ^ 

T  •  .  ♦  .  n  .  . 

HESE  volumes  record  the  hiftory  and  the  frolics  tif  a  yoiihg 
geBtlemian  of  fortune,  rendered  giddy  by  the  fuperfluity  of 
wealth  and  the  impetuofity  of  pafiion;  ^d'tiioUgh  it  laft  redtimed' 
Py  the  power  of  virtuous  love,  abandoned  to  the  tyranny  of  this 

SNC. REV.  YOL.xvi.  JULY  1790#  ^  turbulcnt 
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turbulent  but  tender,  impulfc,  and  the  conftant  fportboth  of  bis  oiva 
caprice  and  that  of  the  woman  he  adores.  In  all  the  anecdotes  and 
fidions  which  relate  to  this  romantic  affeftion,  which  come  fo  fre- 
quently  before  us,  the  parties  concerned  are  generally  fo  fittiated  as 
never  to  have  any  other,bufincfs  on  their  hands.  As  it  is  lb  fruitful 
a  iburce  of  vexation,  this  is  a  proof  that  young  people  ought  never  to 
be  idle  ;  and  that  the  beft  way  to  preferve  the  heart  at  liberty  is  ta 
keep  the  hand  engaged.  The  performance  under  confideration  has 
fuggeded  this  obfervation.  Here  groupes  of  charaflers,  in  all.  other 
•refpefls  amiable  and  worthy,  are  inceffantly  employed  in  creating 
the  uncafinefs  of  each  other.  This  circumltanee  excepted,  we  are 
much  pleafed  with  die  noyel.  It  is^  much  above  mediocrity,  and 
difeovera  great  knowledge  of  the  human  heart.  The  language  is  ele¬ 
gant,  and  the  fentiments  ,perfeflly  jult^and  natural.  There  is  a 
iprightlincfs  in  the  dialogue  and  converfation  pieces,  in  which  it 
abounds,  that  is  every  where  new  ahd  Hriking.  The  whole  is  a  dc« 
lineation  of  the  tender  paflions,  but  without  any  pf  that  foft  libnfenfc 
fo  lickening  in  this  fpecies  of  writing.  It  is  the  work  of  a  mailer, 
wiH  bear  repeated  perufals,  and  the  moral  certainly  well  deferves  the 
ferious  confidcration  of  die  young  of  both  fexes. 

Akt.  1 6.  0/hjuaU-Ca/ile  ;  or.  Memoirs  of  Lady  Sophia  WoodviDt 
J  Novel,  lamo.  2  vols.  6s.  Hooknam.  Lohdon,  1700 


A  Novel.  i2mo.  2  vols.  6s.  Hooknam.  Lohdon,  1790 

Thcfe  Memoirs  are  very  poor  indeed.  The  tale  is  the  trite  one  of 
two  young  people  conceiving  a  .  romantic  paflion^for  each  other, 
which.,  after  much  vexation  and  apprehcnlion,  is  crowned  with  the 
ufual  ‘fuccefs.  But  what  entertainment  the  public  can  be  iuppofed 
to  derive  from  the  fmall  talk  of  lovers,  what  pleafure  the  writing 
of  fuch  common-place  can  afford  the  author,  and  how  the  readen, 
be  their  tafte  what  it  may,  can  be  reepmpenfed  for  their  wafte  of 
time  in  the  perufal,  we  aie  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend. 

AitT.  17.  Heerfort  and  Clara*  From  the  German.  i2mo,  3  vols 

9s.  Kobihfons.  Lohdon,  1790. 

Waldemar,  .the  father  of  our  heroine,  is  reduced,^  by^ the  proffl 
Con  of  a  falhionable  wife  and  his  own  liberality,*  from  affluent  cif 
cumftanccs  to  bare  competence,  and  by  that  means  impelled  to 
abandon  the  fplendid  circles  of  high  life,  and  affociate  with  parfons. 
farmers,  and  peafants,  in  an  old  family  manfion,  which  he  had  favee 
from  the  wreck  of  his  fortune.  In  tins  retirement  Heerfort,  * 
young  man  of  liberal  accompli fliments,  an  orphan  without  fortune 
and  a  nephew  of  Waldeniar*s,  is  invited,  on  his  leaving  the  un: 
vcrfity,  to  fpend  a  few  months.  *  Here,  as  might  naturally  be  ex 
peded,  an  attachment  conimenccs  between  Heerfort  and  Clara, 
young  lady  bad  an  only  brother,  who.  Unfortunately  Tor.  her, 
ielfifh,  unfeeling  charader,  and  his  mother’s  favourite.  At  his  k 
(ligation,  and  to  fccure  for, him  who  had  but  jiift  got  a  commiffi 
in  the  army,  the  whole  of  his  father’s  fortune,  his  motHer.  had  t 
cruelty  and  addrefs  to  inveigle  and  (hut  her  daughter  up  in  a 
vent,  unknown  both  to  the  fatlier  and  lover.^  ^  .^tcr  grappling,  ho'f 
ever,  with  unparalleled  hardlbips  and  difappoiatmenesj  Hcexlbrt  as' 
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Clifi  wovcr  each  other,  are  married,  and  made  happy.  Tlic  feenes 
throughout  the  piece  are  numerous  and  variegated,  fometimes  inte- 
relHng,  but  ofterier  too  romantic  to  be  probable.  The  work  difeo- 
ver^  abundant  genius,  but  it  is  ftraneely  mifapplied  in  creating  fuch  a 
world  of  fiftitious,  where  there  is  fo  much  real  mifehief. 

Art.  18.  Letters  on  the  fVorks  and  Character  o/J,  J.RouJfean,  By 
MademoifelU  hlecker^  Barone/s  de  StaeL  Tranjlated from  the  f  rtnek* 
i2mo.  5s.  Robinfons.  London,  1790, 

This  is  a  curious  literary  phenomenon.  The'great  founder  of  the 
French  revolution,  whofe  writings  have  (hed  a  luftre  on  the  eighteenth 
century,  is  here  celebrated  in  the  higheft  ftrain  of  panegyric  by  the 
daughter  of  the  very  man  who  has  .been  the  chief  and  immediate 
agent  in  accomplifhing  this  wonderful  event.  We  arc  forry  the 
tranflation  is  not  more  elegant  and  precife.  The  meaning,  wherever 
clearly  comprehended,  is  ftriking  and  impreflivc.  Poor  Rpufieau, 
with  all  his  penetration,  little  forefaw  that  his  eulogy  would  be  pro¬ 
nounced  by  a  hdy,  and  that  this  juftice  would  be  done  to  his  memory 
in  the  very  era  when  the  fentiments  he  inCpIred  had  produced  their 
full  efFe£t  on  a  whole  nation,  and  a  nation  the  moft  enlightened. 

Art.  19.  T*he  Slave  of  Pajpon ;  or^  1‘he  Fruits  of  Werter*  A  NoveL 
'  •  lamo.  2  vols.  5s.  Richardfon.  London,  1790. 

Much  as  we  diflike  imitations,  this  obvious  copy  of  a  very  beauti¬ 
ful  alid  interefting  performance  is  hot  without  iis  charms.  There  is 
nature  and  novelty  enough  in  theife  volumes  to  reward  a  J^fufal,  We 
are  not  fure,  however,  that  the  author’s  laudable  intention  of  defeat¬ 
ing  the  ,efFedl  of  Werter’s  principles  will  be  anfwefed  by  the  means 
he  adopts.  The  ftory  is  ihort  and  fimple.^  A  young  man  falls  ih 
love,  arid  is  infprmcd  that  his  miflfefs  deceives,  him  and  marries  his 
rival.  This  news  determines  him  to  (hoot  himfelf ;  and  he  juftifies 
the  ralh  refolution  by  all  the  ftale  reafoning  that  has  been  prolUtuted 
in  fupport  of  fuicide.  His  friend  refutes  all  his  arguments,  and 
thofe  of  Werter,  and  reconciles  him  to  the  fituatlon  he  had  thus  pur- 
pofed  to  abandon.  He  afterwards  obtains  all  his  wiihes.  This  is 
not  enough  to  repel  the  fafeinations  of  Werter’s  exanople  and  ideas. 
Hh  libertine  principles  and  refined  pa(Iion«,  fo  delicately  and  clalii- 
cally  deferibed,  have  a  charm  which  few  young  minds  can  refill.  This 
attempt  is  aV.the  fame  time  not  without  merit,  and  may  not  be  with¬ 
out  cfiedl  on  fome  weak  or  fufcepiible  hearts. 

Art.  20.  Raynsford  Park.  A  Novel.  i2mo.  4  vols.  12s.  Kearflcy. 

London,  1790. 

This  novel  we  have  p)erured  .with  more  pleafure  than  we  generally 
derive  from  fimilar  performances,  which  are  every  day  publiihed,  and 
yhich,  pur  duty,  obliges  us  to  examine.  The  author  has  ciiofen  to 
relate  his  (lory  in  the  form  of  letters,  *a  method  of  writing  which, 
jhoiigh  much  hackneyed,  he  has  adopted  with  tolerable  fucccls.  The 
language  is  eafy,  and,  in  fome  palTafges,  not  mthout  elegance.  T  he 
n^rativc  is  in  general  pleafing,  and  fufficiently  inicreftirg.  'fhe 
fPntimcnts,  w^^erever  we  meet  with  them,  are  juft;  and  the  moral 
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tendency  of  the  work  fcems  unexceptionable.  The  bad  are  punllhed 
in  the  profecution  of  their  crinies,  while  the  good,  by  their  adherence 
to  a  virtuous  line  of  conduA,  are  rendered  defervedly  happy.  We 
might  prefent  our  readers  with  an  abftraft  of  the  ftory,  but  bcfidei 
the  difficuliy  of  analyfing  a  work  of  this  fort,  we  arc  aware  how  little 
fatisfaftion  is  to  be  oerived  from  a  bare  narrative,  deprived  of  all 
the  circumlianccs  which  give  it  grace,  and  of  all  the  epifodes  by 
which  it  is  enlivened.  We  refer  our  readers,  therefore,  for  a  full 
gratification  of  their  curiofity  to  the  work  itfelf,  from  which  we  may 
.venture  to  proxnife  them,  at  a  leifure  hour,  no  unfuitable  enter¬ 
tainment. 

Art.  21,  Painting  perfonijied \  er,  7*ife  Caricature  and  /cut i mental 
Pi^ures  of  the  principal  ArtiPiS  of  the  prefent  Timet  fancifully  tx^ 
plained*  By  Alexander  Bicknell^  Mfj*  '  izvtto.  2  vols.  6s.  boards. 
Baldwin.  London,  1790. 

We  have  no  other  objedlon  to  this  fanciful  and  arbitrary  mode  of 
interpreting  or  accommodating. our  beft  paintings  than  the  fandtion  it 
.may  afford  to  licentious  comment,' violent  conftruftion,  or  imperti¬ 
nent  and  invidious  application  Genuine  f^tire  is  indignant  but 
manly,  and  fcorns  to  hurl  her  vengeance  as  reptiles  fpit  their  venom. 
Her  accufations  arc  fair  and  well-found^..  It  is  no  part  of  her  cha* 
radler  to. hint  a  fault,  or  hefitate  diflike,  to  wound  in  a  malk,  or  to 
affume,  on  any  pretence,  the  infidious  obliquity  of  flandcr.  Thefc 
imputations  are,  however,  no  otherwife  connedlcd  witli  the  perform¬ 
ance  before  us,  than  that  it  fets  an  example  which  may  be  thus  pro- 
ffltuted.  The  idea,  apart  from  this  inconvenience,  is  certainly  capa¬ 
ble  of  great  improvement,  Jt  may  be  rendered,  by  due  cultivation,  a 
fource  of  much  harmlefs  and  irreproachable  aniufement.  And  it 
fuggerted  to  our  author  many  obfervations  of  high'  importance,  as 
well  as  various  beautiful  anecdotes  and  tales,'  which  may  be  ufeful 
in  the  conduft  of  life. 

i 

Art.  22.  Monmouth  I  a  Tale  founded  on  hiflorical  FaSls.  By  Anna 
Maria  Jobn/ottf  Author  of  Califtai  a  Nouelf  iSc.  i2mo.  3  vols, 
7s.  6d.  fewed..  Lane,  London,  1790. 

The  ftory  of  the  unfortunate  Duke  of  Monmouth,  who  loft  his 
life  in  afpiring  to  the  throne,  is  here  prefented  to  the  public  in  the 
form  of  an  hiftoric  tale.  There  arc,  no  doubt,  affefting  circum* 
'ftances  in  the  hiltory  and  fate  of  that  nobleman.  With  thefe,  aided 
by  fi^ion,  our  author  has  attempted  to  intereft-thc  feelings  of  her 
readers,  while  (he  has  not  failed  prqperly  to  mark  that  fatal  ambi¬ 
tion  which  prompted  her  Kero'  to  attempts  beyond  his  ftrength,  and 
to  which  he  owed  his  fall.  *  The  ftylc  is  not  always  accurate ;  and, 
from  a  continued  afte6lation  of  high-founding -words,  the  perform- 
arce'runs  frequently  into  bombaft.  Other  defedls  may  be  pointed 
out ;  but  regard  to  a  fair  author  foftens  the  feverity  of  criticifm,  and 
we  recommend  her  produftion  as  entitled  to  feme  lhare  of  appro¬ 
bation.  • 
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fiir*  23.  A  benevolent  Epifile  to  Sylvanus  Urban »  alias  Majler  John 
Nichols,  Printer,  Common  Councilman  of  Farringdon  H^ard,  and 
Cenfor -General  of  Literature ;  not  forgetting  Mafter  IVilliam  Hay  ley. 
To  nuhich  is  added  an  Elegy  to  Apollo  ;  alfo.  Sir  'Jofeph  Banks  and  the 
boiled  Fleas,  an  Oae.  By  Peter  Pindar,  Efq.  4to.  2s.  6d.  Kearfley, 
London,  1790. 

Art.  24.  A  Rowland  for  an  Oliver  ;  or,  A  poetical  Anfvcer  to  the 
Benevolent  EpiJiU  of  Mr.  Peter  Pindar.  Alfa  the  Manufcript  Songs, 
Odes,  Letters,  iAc.  \Ac.  of  the  above  Mr'.  Peter  Pindar,  now  fr/l  pub- 
lijhed  by  Sylvanus  Urban.  4to.  2s.  6d.  Kearfley,  London, 

The ' connexion  of  thefe  two  publications  leads  us  to  place  them 
before  the  reader  in  one  article.  What  has  expofed  the  editor  of  the 
Gentleman’s  Magazine  to  the  laugh  of  the  laughter-loving  Peter,  we 
I  know  not;  all  we  know  is,  that  his  mufe,  like  death,  knows  no  dif- 
dnclions,  but  indifferently  attacks  monarchs  and  reviewers,  poets  and 
their  printers.  In  the  Benevolent  Epillle,  as  in  all  his  other  pieces, 
the  poet  does  not  confine  himfelf  to  the  oftenfible  fubjedt ;  his  frifky 
Pegafus  difdains  to  jogg  on  flraight  forward  ;  he  is  every  moment 
boanding  afide,  and  jei^ing  out  his  heels  at  all  who  come  in  his  way. 
Hence,  befides  Sylvanus  Urban,  the  chief  figure  in  the  exhibition,  a 
maltifarious  group  of  other  perfonages  is  introduced. 

We  have  had  fuch  frequent  opportunities  of  giving  our  feniiments 
|oD  the  produdlions  of  this  fingular  bard,  that  it  is  at  prefent  needlefs 
to  fay  more  than  that  he  preferves  all.  his  former  fpirit;  that  the 
reader  who  was  before  entertained,  will  be  entertained  flill.  As  a 
proof  of  this/  we  produce  the  following  fhort  ftory  from  the  Ode 

10 Sir  Jofeph  Bank's;  .  ,  _  _ 

# 

•  One  morning,  at  his  houfe  in  Soho- Square, 

,  As  with  a  folemn,  awe-infpiring  air, 

•  Amidft  fome  royal  fycophants  he  fat ; 

•  Moil  manfully  their.  malHcators  ufing, 

Moll  pleafantly  their  greafy  mouths  amufing 
With  coffee,  butter’d  toaft,  and  birds-nell  chat ; 

In  Jonas  Dryander,  the  fav’rite,  came. 

Who  manufadlures  all  Sir  Jofeph’s  fame — 

‘  What  luck?'  Sir  Jofeph  bawl’d — ‘  fay,  Jonas,  fay^— 

^  I’ve  boil’d  juft  fifteen  hundred’— Jonas  whin’d— 

•  The  dev’l  a  one  change  colour  cou’d'l  find*— 

Intelligence  creating  dire  difmay !  t 

Then  Jonas  curs’d,  with  many  a  wicked  wifli. 

Then  fliow’d  the  ftubborn  fleas  upon  a  di(h.  , 

•  How  I*  roar'd  the  prefident,  and  backward  fell—  ^ 

'  There  goes,  then,  my  hypothefis  to  hell !’ —  ...  ’ 

And  now  his  head  in  deep  defpair  he  fhobk  ; 

Now  clos’d  his  eyes,  and  now  upon  his  breaft  , 

He  mutt* ring  dropp’d  his  fable  beard  unhleft ;  ' 

.  Now  twirl’d  his  thumbs,  and  groan’d  with  piteous  Ibok. 

E'j  Dread* 
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Dread'ilpck  fat  Auberti  Blagdon«'Pianta;  Wolde^ 

^  Wh^e  javi'-bones  in  the  mumbling  trade  employed^ 

Halt'  open’d,  gap’d,  in  iuddcn  Jiufor  loft  ; 

W.hilit  from  the  mouth  of  ev’ry  gaping  man. 

In  m^y  rill  the  cream-clad.c(5ftee  ran. 

Supporting  dainty  bits  of  butter’d  toaft. 

Now  gaining  fpeech,  the  parafitic  crowd 
Leap’d  up  and  roar’d  in  unifon  aloud : 

‘  Heav’ns!  what’s  the  matter?  dear  Sir  Jofeph,  pray  ?• 
Dumb  to  their  queftions  the  GREAT  MAN  remain’d;  . 

The  knight,  deep  pond’ring,  nought  vouchfaf’d  to  fay: 
Again  the  giktlemen  their  voices  ftriiin’d ; 

Sudden  the  president  of  flies,  fo  fad, 

Strides  round  the  room  with  cifappciniment  mad^ 
xWhilft  cv'ry  eye  enlarg'd  with  wonder  rolls  5  ' 

And, now  his  head  againft  the  wainfeot,  leaning, 

•  Since  you  know,  muft  know  (he  figh’d)  the  meaning, 

'  fleas  are  not  lobfters,  d-mn  their  fouls,’  ,  ' . 

*  *  ^ 

.Though  •  A  Rowland  for  an  Oliver’  does  not  appear  under  the 
fignaturc  of  Peter  Pindar,  yet  the  internal  evidence  is  fo  ftrong,  that 
we  do  not  hefitate  to  place  it  to  his  account.  Here  Peter,  under  the 
femblance'of  abuftng  himfelf,  endeavours  to  hold  up  his  Opponent 
to  ridicule.  The  publication  moftly  confids  of  various  ihbrt  poems 
.  on  different  fubjefts,  which^  in  the  way  they  are  introduced,  anfwer 
his  purpofe  againft  Sylvanus  Urban;  and  at  the  fame  time  ihew  his 
ingenuity  in  compofing  a  fort  of  whole  out  of  detached  feraps,  and 
thus  turning  to  advantage  what  lay  ufdefs  by  him.  In  the  following 
Ode  to  Fortune  the  author  is  in  every  refpeft  himfelf ; 

t 

‘  Ah !  loit’ring  Fortune,  thou  art  come  too  late : 

Ah !  wherefore  give  me  not  thy  fmiles  before. 

When  all  my  youthful  paftions  in  a  roar. 

Rare  hunters,'  fcarlefs  leap’d  each  five-bar  gate  ?• 

Unknown  by  thee,  how  often  did  I  meet 
The  lovelieft  forms  of  nature  in  the  ftreet. 

The  fair,  the  black*,  and  lafting  brown ! '  - 

And,  whilft  their  charms  enraptuPd  1  forveyed,  * 

This  pretty  legend  on  their  lips  1  read— 

*  Kifles,  O  gentle  fhepherd !  for  a  crown.’ 

How  oft  I  look’d,  and  figh’d,  and  look’d  agen*. 

Upon  the  charms  of  ev’ry  Phillis ! 

How  with’d.myfclf.a  cock,  and  her  a  hen. 

To  crop  at  once  her  rofes  and  her  lilies  I  «  . 

Indeed  not  only  without  paying—  ’ 

.  But  for  her  liberty  without  once  ftaying,  . 

•  - .  ,*-»•.  **  -  . 

«  At  Otaheite,’  I  have  faid  with  tears, 

^  'No  gentleman  a  ib  horrid  fears 

.  ’  •  •  '  r.  .  ^  *  -  *  « far 
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^  t  •  • 

\  For  taking  liberties  with  lafles : 

•  Soon  as  they  heard  how  Love  in  England  far’d^ 

•  The  glorious  Otaheitans  all  were  fcarM, 

•  And  call’d  us  Ehgliftimeii  a  pack  of  affes.— 

•  *  1  >  X 

•  But  they,  indeed,  are  heathens— ^-have  no  foub 
^  But  fuch  as  mull  be  fried  on  burning  coals.  • 

•  But  Tm  a  Chriftian,  and  abhor  a  rape: 

•  Yet  if  a  lafs  would  /ell  her  lean  and  fat, 

•  I’m  not  fo  great  an  enemy  to  that— 

•  Though  that  might  whelp  a  little  kind  of  fcrapc  ; 

•  Since  ’tis  believ'd  that  fimpte  fornication 

•  May  ftep  between  a  man  and  his  falvation/ 

Pamn'd  Fortune !  thus  to  make  me  groan ! 

To  offer  now  thy  fliining  pieces; — 

For  now  my  paffions  all  are  flown,’* 

Gone  to  my  nephews  and  my  nieces.* 

In  a  note  at  the  end  of  the  Benevolent  Epiftle,  Peter  has  replied 
to  an  objedion  we  had*  made  to  his  putting  fo  many  oaths  into  the 
iiiquth  pf  the' Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society.  If  what  he  fays  be 
true> .  the  reafon  he  gives  is  certainly  fatisfa^ory;  ’ for  poets,  as  well 
as  painters,  fhoiild  always  preferve  the  cojlume. 

Art.  25.  Efiftola  Macatonica  ad  Fratrem  de  iis  qu^  gffta  fant  in 
^  nufero  DiJ/entium  consent u  Londini  habito  Prid,  Id*  Febr*  .1790* 
•*  London :  printed  for  J.  JohnfoDi  St.  Paul’s  Church-yard. 

This: is  intended  as  a  humorous  defcription  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  DiflTenters  at  their  meeting  in  February,  at  the  London  Tavern. 
It  is  written  in  Macaronic  verfe;  that  is  to  fay,  in  Latin  Hexame¬ 
ters  blit  fo  as  to' admit  occafionally  vernacular  words,  either  in  their 
Uative  form,  or  with  a  Latin  infledtion.  ^  Should  any  claflical 

*  ftholar,*  fays  the  author;  ‘  find  biit  half  the  pleafure  in  reading 

*  this  piece  whicKT  experienced  in  compofing  it,  he  will  fay  with 
‘  hbiieft  Humphry  Clinker,  For  what  we ‘have  received.  Lord  make 

*  us  thankful.’  Whether 'from  the  lainehefs  of  the  fatire,  or  the 
mode  in  which  it  is  conveyed,  having,  as  Reviewers,  experienced 
Very  little  pleafure  in  the  perufal,  we  cannot  fay.  Amen*  We  leave, 
therefore,  the  author  to  enjoy  his  pleafure  undivided.  * 


M£DICaL. 


Ajt.  26.  Rifortt  of  thi  Humane  Society  ;  wth  an  -^pp^ndix  of  Mi f 
cellaneous  Ob/erfaations  on  the  Subje^^  of  Su/pended  Animation*  For 
the  Years  1787,  1788,  1789.  8vo.  *55.  boards.  Printed  for  the 
Society,  and  fold  by  Cadeli.  London,  17'^.  '  ‘  ^ 

The  advantages  derived  to  the  public  from  the  benevolent  efforts 
of  this  inflitudon  become  every  day  more  confpicUous.  .  The  volume 
now  before  us  contains  the  Reports,  &c.  of  the  Royal  Humane  So* 
*  fiety  for  the  ycars  iySy,  1788/  and  17895  in  wluch  we  meet  with 
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numerous  proofs  of  the  recovery  not  only  of  perfons  apparently 
dead  from  drowningy  biit  of  others  who  have  been  reduced  to  a 
fimilar  fituation  by  various  accidents.  Among  the  latter  is  the  fol* 
lowing  extraordinary  cafe : 

*  William  Boltony  a  young  man^  imprudently  laid  himfelf  down 
to  fleep,  clofe .  to  a  burning  brick.kilny  on  Saturday  night  laft. 
About  five  o’clock  the  next  morning,  as  fome  men  were  palfing  by 
the  place,  their  attention  was  drawn  by  a  noife  which  appeared  like 
fome  perfon  in  great  pain ;  upn  looking  about  they  perceived  a  man, 
who  they  concluded  was  dying;  but,  in  hopes  of  preventing  his 
death,  they  wafhed  him  with  cold  water ;  this  not  proving  fuccefsful, 
they  conveyed  him  to  the  neireft  public-houfe,  and  immediately  fent 
to  Mr.  Shirley  for  afliftance.  At  my  arrival  I  found  him  without 
fi^ns  of  life ;  his  extremities  were  quite  cold,  there  was  no  pulfe. 
I  immediately  ufed  fri£lion,in  conjundion  with  fumigation,  &c.  and 
fortunately  the  brick-kiln  being  near  I  readily  procured  warm 
bricks,  which  I  applied  to  the  foies  of  the  feet,  and  other  different 
parts  of  the  body.;  after  perfevering  in  this  manner  about  twenty 
minutes,  I  was  pleafed  to  find  a  fpafmodic  affedion  of  the  lower 
jaw,  which  foon  after  became  general.  With  a  view  of  exciting  fur¬ 
ther  fiimulus,  1  got  a  little  brandy  into  his  mouth,  which  foon  had 
the  defircd  effeft  by  producing  a  cough.  After  a  continuance  of  the' 
above  means  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  warmth  of  the  extre¬ 
mities  returned.  It  may  be  neceffary  to  add,  that  he  could  not  be 
made  fenfible  for  fome  hours  after ;  but  when  his  fenfes  returned, 
he  had  no  other  ferious  complaint  than  a  pain  in  the  heady  and 
great  debility.  Upon  my  fecond  vifit  to  him,  to  my  agreeable  fur- 
prife  1  found  him  employed  with  a  bafon  of  foup ;  and  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  well  ever  fince.* 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  fpecify  the  cafes  of  this  kind  which  occur 
in  the  colleftion ;  and  we  need  not  add,  that  they  are  authenticated 
by  unqueiUonable  evidence.  Many  valuable  remarks  and  directions, 
relative  to  fufpended  animation  and  the  means  of  reftoring  it,  are 
interfperfed  with  the  narrative.  The  whole,  we  acknowledge  with 
great  pleafure,  forms  an  additional  monument  of  the  extraordinary 
zeal,  munificence,  and  attention,  of  this  truly  humane  and  highly 
meritorious  fbeiety,  which  we  are  happy  to  fee  fo  ardently  perfe- 
vcring,,and  fo  peculiarly  profperous. 

DIVINITY. 

•  *  .  ^ 

Art.  27.  jt  Vindicathn  of  thi  Pre-exifltnee  of  Cbriff,  confidered in  a 

fr^ical  Virw.  Humbly  ncomminded  to  tht  Attention  of  the  Serious* 

By  Jo/iph  Cornifh*  Small  8vo.  is.  Taunton:  printed  for  Toulmin ; 

Kobinfons,  London.  .1790. 

We  arc  much  pleafed  to  fee  a  rational  performance  on  the  fubjeft 
of  the' pre-cxillcncc  coming  from  the  pen  of  one  of  thofc  Chriilian 
divines  ufually  called  rational  dififenters. .  The  author  treats  his  bre¬ 
thren  of  a  difi'erent  perfuafion  with  much  candour,  but  infills  on  the 
various  inconveniencies  attending  the  prefent  m(^e  of  fimplifying 
religion,  not  only  from  the  frequent  neceifity  it  impofes  of  Itraining 
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fome'of  the  mod  pointed  expreflions  of  fcripture,  but  from  the  man* 
ner  in  which  it  leflens  the  dignity  of  our  Saviour’s  character,  and  the 
merit  of  his  various  fuiferings  and  humiliation.  We  (hall  not  in* 
trude  on  our  readers  any  long  critique  on  a  fubje£t  fo  hacknied  1  but 
we  earncftly  recommend- the  perufal  of  the  work  to  all  fuch  of  our 
readers  as  wiih  for  an  impartial  llatement  of  this  important  quedion* 

Art.  28.  Theological  Ejfays  on  the  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  God  feon 
and  read  in  the  Proce/s  and  Operations  of  V ^getable  Nature.  By 
muel  Sanders.  8vo.  ,5s.  Dilly.  London,  1790.  ’  , 

This  performance  is  not  intended  for  gratifying  the  curious  or 
fpeculative,  but  for  the  aflidance  and  confolation  of  pious  and  well* 
difpofed  minds.  And,  notwithdanding  a  dadi  of  puritanifm  which 
tinges  the  whole,  the  author  feems  fo  much  in  earned,  and  breathes  * 
fuch  a  fpirit  of  benevolence  and  devotion,  as  may  render  his  publi¬ 
cation  in  fome  degree  ufeful  to  many  readers. 

Art. -29.  A  Hint  of  Advice.  Addrejfed  to  the  Proteflant  Dijfenters  om 
a  late  Deeijion  in  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  on  a  Motion 
for  a  Repeal  of  the  Teft  and  Corporation  Ads.  8vo.  6d.  Johnfon* 
London,  1790. 

The  fpirit  and  objeft  of  this  little  Ihrewd  performance  may  be  ga-# 
thcred  from  the  following  paffage :  *  And  though  a  certain  minitter 

*  of  date  may  have  fomewhat  difappointed  your  fanguine  hopes; 

«  may  have  (hrunk  back  from  that  parliamentary  reform  which  gave 

*  birth  to  his  popular  fame ;  may  have  forwarded  a  fydem  unfriendly 
‘  to  the  dear  and  mod  ancient  rights  of  your  country ;  and  in  the  late 
‘  debate  advanced  principles  which,  by  fair  dedud ion,,  would  judify 

perfeculion  in  ^11  its  dreadful  forms ;  withhold  from  him  no  part  of 

*  that  honour  which  is  his  due ;  and  look  forward  to  the  time  when 

*  years  (hall  have  matured  his  underdanding ;  when  the  hidory  of 

*  Britain  (hall  be  more  familiar  to  him ;  when  he  will'  be  better  ac- 

*  quainted  with  the  principles,  fpirit,  and  conduit,  of  his  fellow* 

*  (ubjeds  of  different  deferiptions  ;  when  his  name  will  be  his  mo- 

*  nitor  ;  and  the  foul  of  his  great  father  dir  within  him.’ 

In  this  (ly  and  oblique  manner  is  the  minider’s  principles  and  con* 
du6t  traduced,  merely  becaufe  he  would  not  be  the  dupe  of  a  party 
whofe  fecular  ambition  fo  lately  menaced  the  conditution  of  their 
country. 

Art.  30.  Tvjo  Charges  delivered  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Archdeaconry 
of  Loicejler^  in  the  Tear  1786  and  1787.  By  the  Rev.  Andrevj  Bur* 
nabyyD.p.  Vicar  of  Greenvoich  and  Archdeacon  of  Leictfier.  8vo.- 
18..  Payne.  London,  1790. 

Thefe  difcouVfes  are  well  calculated  to  fupport  our  prefent  religious 
I  tilabli(hment.  by  cherilhing  and  drengthening  the  attachment  of  its 
I  members.  -  The  chief  argument  here  dated  and  urged  is,  that  we 
ought  to  guard  againd  the  encroachments  of  feCtaries  in  proportion 
to  our  confidence  in  their  lincerity.  And  we  heartily  agi‘ec  with  the 
iTvcrend  author  that  if  they  are  not  (incere  they  have  no  occafion  to 
at  relief.  As  literary  performances,*  ihefe  charges  are  highly 
tcfpcftable. 
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•^HE  GRAND  Festival  in  France,  which  commemorated 
^  and  confirmed  the  revolution  in  July  1789,  condu£led  with 
the.  nobleft  propriety,  and  concluded  with  harmony  and  univerfal 
philanthropy,  is  the  obje<S  which  occupies  the  foreground,  and 
throws  even  wars  and  rumours  of  war  far  behind,  iii  the  per- 
Ipeftive  of  July  1790,  Whether  fo  great  a  number  of  people 
were  ever  aflembled  together,  on  any  occafion,  in  any  coun¬ 
try,  as  were  convened  in  the  Campus  Martins  of  the  Franco- 
Gain  on  the  14th  ult.  is  a  point  that  may,  perhaps,  admit 
of  difpute;  but  that  *hi{fory  does  not  record  an  aflbeiation  at 
once  fo  numerous  and  fo  refpe£lable,  is  incontrovertible;  for 
never  did  any  aflembly  unite  with  fuch  numbers  and  ftfength, 
fo  much  knowledge,  humanity,  and  patriotic  virtue.  The  order 
airid  decorum  that  reigned  throughout  the  \yhole  Tolemnities  of 
that  day,  and  which  confociated  fuch  multitudes  in  a  participation 
of  the  fame  fpeftacle,  the  fame  feiitiments^  and  the  fame  vows, 
may  be  confidered  as  the  counterpart  of  that  capacious,  ardent, 
a,nd  indefatigable  fpirit  which,  by  fo  many  calculations  and  com: 
binations,  and.  through  fo  many  difficulties  and  dangers,  ftruclc 
bght  out  of  darknefs,  brought  order  out  of  confufion,  fubyerted 
tikc  throne  of  defpotifm,  er^ed  the  ftandard  of  liberty,  reftored 
the  rights  of  human  nature  to  the  loweft  of  the  people,  Omanci- 
^ted  them  from  the  abjed  condition  of  flaves,  and  gave  them 
to  tafte  the  dignity  of  Icgiflators,  princes,  and  kings !  Theft 
are  the  efFe£is  of  progreffive  knowledge^  which,  among  the  pre¬ 
cious  fruits*  of  experience,  numbers  the  blefled  effefts  of  po- 
jjilTiCAL  REPRESENTATION  the  grand  arcahiim  and  fpring  of 
t^odern  liberty,  which  is  not  confined,*  as  in  ancient  tirnesj  to 
a  few  citizens  and  heads  of  families  and  tribes,  but  ihines,  like 
ffie  fun,  on  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor. 

•  In  calling  a  fummary  glance  over  the  hiftory  of  nations, 
die  grand  fellival  of  France  is  ailbciated  in  imagination  with 

S‘ublic  triumphs  and  feaft's  in  honour  of  the  gods.  And,  among 
lofe  feafts,  that  with  which  it  is  conne£leddh  the  livelieft  man¬ 
ner,  and  by  the  mofl  points  of  refemblance,  is  the  famous 
Saturnaliay  which  had  a  reference  to  the  golden  age,  and  by 
cancelling,  for  a  time,  all  diftindlion^of  ranks^  even  that  of 
ma^er  and  Have  not  excepted,  recalled  to  the  mind  the  original 
3  -  ♦  .  equality 
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oqjiality  of  mankind.  But  whereas  libert)f  among  the  p<»r  flaves 
of  antiquity  laft^  but  for  a  few  days  in  the  year,  liberty  in 
France,  there  is  eveiy  reafon  to  prefage,  will  be  permanent. 
Before  the  late  folemn  confederation,  the  ffiends  of  tyr 
ranny  were  not  without  tjieir  hopes,  nor  its  foes  witfiont  their 
fears.  But  where  is  the  man,  or  clafs  of  men,  after  what  has 
palled  in  the  Campus  Martius^  that  will  now  dare  to  plot,  or  to 
think  of  a  counter-revolution?  All  that  is  refpe£lable  in  France 
has  acceded  to  the  new  govepment  j  every  municipdity,  diftriift» 
and  department ;  every  clafs  and  denomination  of  men  j  hufband- 
nien,  manufaijurers,  and  merchants ;  land-proprietors,  foldiers, 
.and  clergy  ;  princes  of  the  blood,. officers  of  Bate,  and  the  king. 
The  great,  actors  in  that  political  drama  which  excites  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  the  world  have,  with  equal  prudence  and  patriotifm, 
involved  the  whole  of  their  countryinen  in  the  merit  and  in  the 
dmger.of  forming  a  new  conftitution ;  or  rather,  they  have 
wholly  epluded  danger  to  individuals  by  rendering  that  conBi- 
tutidn  the  work  of  the  whole  nation.  Were  it  poffible  'that  all 
things  Biould  again  be  thrown  into  confuflon,  nothing  would 
remain  but  a  fearful  and  cerpin  expeftation  of  defpotifm  in  all 
its.horrors;  .defpotifm  aggravated  by  the  remembrance  of  recent 
affront  and  degradation,  and  the  dread  of  fome  latent  (parks  of 
liberty.  No  room  would  remain  for  negociation  after  the^ 
violation  of  a  compact  ratified  by  the  oaths  pf  king  and 
people  in  the  fight  of  God  and  man.  The  fword  would  not  be 
fheathed  till  wearied  of  fhedding  blood,  and  the  abomination  of, 
d'efedation  had  made  room  for  the  folitary  throne  of  a  tyrant.  It^ 
would  be  vaiii  now.  to  think  of  reBoring  monarchy  with  fewer 
limitations,  even  were  it  certain  that  monarchy  lefs  limited  is 
better  than  tjie  republican  conflitution  now  formally  eBa- 
blifhed.  For  If  no  dependpee  is  to  be  placed  on  promifes  and 
oaths,  if  all  faith  between  man  and  man  be  deBroyed,  eveiy  law 
is  excluded  Vut  that  of  brutal  force  and  violence.  The  French 
nation  is  too  enlightened  not  to  be  fenfible  of  this,  and' to  cherilh 
the  exiBing  conflitution,  and  rhature  it  by  degrees  into  greater, 
and  greater  perfedlion,  as  the  only  alternative  with  defpotifm,  by 
fo  much  worfe  than  ABatic  that  there  is  greater  vigour  of  mind 
iii  Europe  than  in  Alia.'  Nor  will  it  be  a  very  difficult  matter, 
the  grand  principle  and  preliminaries  being  fettled,  to  ^djuB  va¬ 
rious  particulars  that  muB  no  doubt,  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  occur,  be  taken  into  confidefation,  and  provided  for  in,  the. 
new  politic^  fabric.  If  the  keel  of  the  veffel  has  been  laii^ 
down  in  a  Bor m,  (he  may  w^ll  be  decked,  rigged,  .aQd.or|]|a7 
mented  in  fair  weather.  ' 

It  would  carry  us  far  beyond  our  bounds  to  enter  imq  that  tin- 
hpunded  held  of  anticipauon  and  conje'^ure  which, the  reyplutip^ 
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of  France  opens  to  the  philofopher  and  the  politician.  We 
(hall  only  obicrve,  in  general,  that  there  never  was  any  moral 
tranfadiion  or  political  event  which  illuftrated,  in  fo  happy  and 
forcible  a  manner,  the  vaft  refources  of  the  human  mind.  The 
French  revolution  was  a  glorious  difplay  of  thofe  two  qualities 
which  arc  the  moft  brilliant,  and  the  moft  admired  in  human 
nature,  genius  and  courage  :  genius  in  reducing  fo  many  jarring 
particulars  into  one  confiftent  whole ;  and  courage  in  pulling 
down  principalities  and  powers,  and  building  them  up  again, 
though  in  a  humbler  fafliion,  in  the  noble  temple  of  freedom. 
And  here,  on  the  fubjeft  of  fteady  and  heroic  courage,  were  we  to 
(ingle  out  among  all  the  patriots  and  heroes  who  have  confecrated 
the  prefent  era  in  the  hiftory  of  France  to  immortal  glory,  an 
individual  worthy  of  particular  diftinition,  it  would  be  Monfteur 
de  la  Fayette^  the  grand  importer  of  liberty  into  France,  equally 
intrepid  in  council  and  in  aftion,  the  leader  of  the  military,  and, 
in  every  crifis  of  danger,  the  illuminating  foul  of  the  civil 
power.  / 

The  new  conftitution  of  France  is  the  firft,  at  leaft  the  firft 
in  modern  times,  that  has  been  formed,  and  actually  carried 
into  execution,  on  principles  of  abftraftcd  perfe<Sion.  Ideas  of 
perfeil,  or  the  moft  perfect  republics  that  were  practicable,  had 
entered  but  little  into  the  plans  of  modern  legiflators,  the  moft 
enlightened  of  whom  rather  confidered  what  had  been  done  than 
what  might  be  done,  and  formed  their  inftitutions  not  on  princi¬ 
ples  of  excellence  but  imitation.  Even  the  Americans  adhered 
clofcly  to  the  model  of  the  parent  country.  On  this,  in  many 
inftances,  they  feem  to  have  improved:  but  ftill  it  was  this 
model,  not  that  of  abftrafted  excellence,  that  was  the  principal 
objedi  in  the  eye  of  the  American  legiflature,  when  they  framed 
criminal,  civil,  and  conftitutional  laws  for  the  Thirteen  United 
States. 

The  French  are  the  firft  among  modern  nations  who,  de- 
fpifing'the  vulgar  railing  againft  metaphyfical  refinement,  and 
drawing  a  bold  though  nice  line  of  diftindtion  between  what  was 
difficult  and  what  impolfible,  nobly  ventured  to  raife  a  new 
c^nftrudlion  on  the  bafis  of  moral  redlitude  and  the  natural 
equality  of  mankind.  Other  legiflators^  like  mariners  before 
the  difcovery  of  the  compafs,  feldom  ventured  a  league  beyond 
known  (hores,  or  writhouc  fight  of  land.  The  National  Affem- 
*bly  of  France,  guided  by  the  polarity  of  reafon,  and  the  polar 
iftarof  natural  equity,  have  ventured  on  the  wide  ocean  of  le- 

friflation  on  the  grind  fcale  of  a  moral  code,  and  have  (leered  at 
aft  into  a  fafe  harbour. 

From  this  great  example  we  may  afluredly  conclude  that  it  is 
in  the  power  of  nations,  as  well  as  of  individuals,^  to  be,  in  fome 
-  meafure. 
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.  meafure^  the  artificers  of  their  own  fortune.  The  general  com¬ 
plaint  of  the  fhortnefs  of  life,  and  the  imbecility  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  is  not  well  founded.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  nothing 
that  we  are  at  all  acquainted  with  fo  noble  as  the  human  mind 
in  the  whole  extent  of  nature.  And,  were  not  men  wanting  to 
themfelves,  but  would  put  forth  that  vigour  which  they  derive 
from  heaven,  they  would  not  be  more  under  the  influence  of 
fortune  than  fortune  would  be  under  theirs ;  they  would  be  able, 
in  tome  degree,  to  regulate  futurity,  and  control  accidents.  . , 
But  is  there  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  natural 
reftleffnefs  of  the  human  mind,  fuggefting,  without  end,  plans 
of  improvement,  and  grafping  at  imaginary  happihefs  through 
over-impatience  of  exifting  reftraints,  and  to  the  negledl  of  the 
folid  advantages  which  are  connefted.with  them?  Undoubtedly 
there  is.  But  the  beft  way  to  prevent  the  violence  of  undiftinguifh- 
ing  innovation  and  violent  revolution  certainly  is,  to  wield  the 
reins  of  government  with  moderation  and  prudence :  not  only 
to  abftain  from  the  infliflion  of  new  grievances  on  the  people, 
but,  if  pollible,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  poffible,  to 
alleviate  the  grievances  already  inflidled  on  a  patient,  though 
fometimes  blultering  people.  The  weight  of  taxation  impofed 
for  the  eftabliihment  of  a  finking-fund  fhould  immediately  be 
taken  off.  That  fund,  as  we  have  (hewn  to  the  convidlion  of 
thoufands,  is  a  meafure  vulgar,  abfurd,  and  detrimental.  It  is 
impoflible  but  lo  much  acutenefs  and  calculation,  as  well  as 
folidity  of  underftanding,  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment,  muft  have  difeovered  the  futility  of  that  oppreflive  projecSl 
when  the  law  was  in  agitation  that  eftablirtied  it.  But  a  ma¬ 
jority  humoured  the  whim  of  the  minifter ;  and  members  in  op- 
pofition  had  not  the  courage  to  fet  their  face  againft  the  general 
opinion  of  the  people,  with  whom  a  fum  laid  by  annually  in  a 
money-box,  however  obtained,  has  an  impofing  air,  and  who, 
unmindful  of  the  proverb  that  fufficient  to  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof,  vainly  hoped  to  anticipate  the  millennium,  and  to  con¬ 
trol  futurity.  There  were  not  wanting  in  parliament  heads  that 
could  penetrate  within  the  veil  of  delulion ;  but  they  gave  way 
to  popular  errpr ;  and  even  while  they  arraigned  Mr.  ritt^s  pla^ 
for  reducing  the  national  debt,  propofed  other  plans,  little  lefs 
burthenfome,  for  the^^me  purpoie,  which  we  have  demonftrated 
to  be  unneceflary  and  unwife  in  the  higheft  degree.  ^ 

Attention  on  the  part  of  adminiftration  to  the  relief  of  the  la¬ 
bouring  poor,  by  diminiOiing  taxes,*  by  the  conftrudtion  of  roads 
and  canals,  the  improvement  of  fifheries,  wafte  lands,  &c.  is 
peculiarly  feafonable  at  a  time  when  liberty,  moderate  taxes,  the 
abolition  of  tithes,  cheap  living,  and  a  great  mafs  of  land  in  the 
market,  muft  naturally  invite  manufadurers,  and  men  of  capi¬ 
tals 
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tals  which  they  wifli  to  turn  to  account  by  honeft  incfuftry,  from 
Grcat-Britaih,  groaning  under  public  burthens,  to  France, 
breathing  the  juvenile  ardour  6f  a  free  and  rifing  republic.  It 
is,  in  truth,  emigration,  rather  than  revolution,  of  which  the 
‘landholders,  and  all  who  have  an  intereft  in  the 'welfare  of  Bri. 
tain,  have  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive.  In'  former  tinries,  kings 
'  and  bigotted  priefts  boldly  advanced  pretcnfions  w'hich  alarined 
the  people,  and  drove  them  to  combination  and  reilftance ;  at 
prefent,  the  encroachments  of  minifters  are  gradual,  fly,  and  cir- 
cumveniive.  In  former  times  Britain  was  the  only  fecure  afy- 
ium;  and  the  men  who  were ’driven  frdm ‘this,  wandered,  like 
the’dove  let  out  of  the  ark,  over  a’tempefttidus  ocean,  and  found 
not  any  place  to  reft  the  foie  of  his  foot.  At  prefent  France, 
irnd  we  will  foon  be  able  to  add,  other  free  ftates,  prefents  a 
tempting  refuge  even  for  the  opprefled  Englifliman. 

When  we  cdnfidered  ourfelves  as  the  natural  enemies  of 
Trance^  we  faw  and  we  provided  againft  our  danger*  'A  nicer 
part  is  now  to  be  adied  by  aSritifli  minifter.  A  competition  is 
to  be  maintained  with  France  of  another  kind  ;  in  which,  if 
we  are  outdone,  France  will  become  the  ’great  feat  of  induftry, 
Wealth,  and  power;  and,  at  peace  herfelf,  the  umpire  among 
contending  barbarians.  The  French  nation  is  governed  by  phi^ 
lofophers ;  the  Englifh  muft  be  governed  by  philofophers  ’alfn, 
or  be  left  fiir  behind  in  that  career  of  art,  which  is  now  to  be- 
come  the  career  of  national  importance  and  glory.  Unfortu- 
iilately  we  have  very  few  philofo'phers  in  parliament,  aiiil,  in  the 
)a£hial  adminiftration'of  the  country,  not  otJE,  We  readily  ad- 
'mit  that,  in  the  prefent  adihihilffation,  there  are  men  of  found 
^nfe,  of  vigilance  artd  aftivity,  of  profeflional  Ikill,  and  of  un- 
Hiaiien  integrity  and  honour  ;  yet  it  can  neither  be  denied  nor 
concealed  that  the  Britifli  cabinet,  conftituted  as  it  is  at  prefent, 
Js  not  fitted  to  run  a  race  with  the  fubliihe  (pints  that  adorn  the 
Nitional  Aflembly,  and  at  prefent  guttle  the  aftairs  of  France. 
Por  we  affume  as  certain,-  that  although  all  hoftilities  between 
Prance  tind  England  (bould  forever  ceafe, ‘a  rivality  of  fome 
kind,  and  in  forrie  points,  liiuft  for  ever  remain.  France  has 
long  purfued  fchemes  of  conquefi,  and  (ought  to  overawe  her 
neighbours  by  the  power  of  her  arms.  A  totJ  revulfion  has 
taken  place  in  the,  genius  of  that  country";  but  her  ambition  will 
ilill  remain,  though  exerted  in  ariother 'direftlon.  She  will  how 
'contend  for  the  primacy  amoiig  nations  by  the  juftice.of  her 
the  mildnefs  of  her  government,' the  attractions  of  her 
'^ts  and  manners,  and  by  aU  means  ftiiJy  fo  allure  the  vifits  of 
thdtyiduals,  and  gain  the  confidence  of  ftates  arid  kiimdomis,  to 
Isecom'e  tihe  arbiter  as  well  as  (he  admiration  a'hd  delight  of  the 
Wthid. 

We 


I 


ice. 


ngs 

ned 


ong 


»  '  • 
now 


the 

Wc 


,  'National  Affairs.  yqi 

We  hold  it  as  a  maxim  that,  of  two  competitors,  the  man 
who  IS  the  moft  profound  and  comprehenfive  Tn'h/s  views,  will, 
*ia  the  long  run,  gain  the  advantage,  in  the  fame  tnahner  as  the 
chefs-player  is  viftorious  who  enters  moft  into  the  intricacies  of 
calculation  and  combination.  He  who.  afts  on  general  princi¬ 
ples  outftrips  at  laft  the  empiric  who  a<fts  merely  on  temporary 
expedients ;  for  general  principles,  which  are  fixed  and  eternal, 
fooner  or  later  control  the  caprices  of  humour  and'  paflion,  afid 
particular  accidents,  which  in  their  nature  are  tranfient.  Wltat 
is  th  ‘  inference  to  be  drawn  from  thefe  obfervations  at  this  g^t 
crifis  in  the  fortune  of  nations  ?  I'hat  the  prefent  miniftry 
Ihould  give  place  to  their  political  opponents  ?  Moft  alfiiredly 
not;  but  that  as  much  of  that  virtue  and  ability  which  is  fes¬ 
tered  in  individual  minds  as  poffible,  ftiould  be  United  in  the 
public  councils,  for  the  fafety  and  glory  of  the  empire ;  for  at 
the  fame  time  that  we  deteft  and  defpife  the  political  apoftate,  wc 
hold  that  circumftances  may  exift  in  which  mutual  advances  may 
be  made  by  contending  parties  with  honour ;  and  we  know,  from 
the  hiftory  of  nations,  that  circumftances  have  exifted  in,  which 
the  coalition  of  oppofite  parties  has  faved  the  ft  ate,  and  been 
juitly  accounted  by  candid  hiftorians  the  greateft  effort  of  poli¬ 
tical  wifdom,  as  well  as  of  moral  virtue. 

IRELAND. 

The  decifion  of  an  Irifli  jury  refpecftlng  the  much-agfuted 
fubjeft  of  LIBELS,  has  given  univerfal  fatisfaflion  to  all  the 
friends  of  liberty,  and  will  probably  draw  after  it  a  general  revblt 
agaiiift  Lord  Mansfield’s  famous  maxim,  that  the  greater  die 
truth  the  greater  the  libel,  in  every  part  of  the  Britifti  dominions. 
All  diftin&ion  between  merit  and  demerit,  all  the  power  of  vir¬ 
tuous  emulation,  all  the  dread  of  fcorn  arid  contempt,  one  6f  die 
greateft'reftraints  on  bafenefs,  if  that  maxim  fliould  be  eftablilhed, 
and  pulhed  to  its  full  extent,  would  be  cut  up  by  the  roots. 

‘  good  name,’  fays  Solomon,  ‘  is  better  than  riches.’  It  might 
be  foin  Syria  ;  but  it  will  not  be  fo  in  Great-Britain  if  men  are 
hot  allowed  to  judge  and  to  exprefs  their  fentimerrts  concealing 
the  charafter  and  conduil  of  fellow-men  with  all  the  fre^om 
that  may  confift  with  truth  and  juftice.  No:  on  the  contrary^ 
riches  would  be  better  than  a  good  name  ;  for  riches  might  pur- 
chafe  venal  praife,  and  reprefs  and  punifti  the  juft  ftri(^ure$  ,of 
indignant  virtue.  '  ’  ' 

There  is  a  degree  of  quackery  and  of  felf-importanCe  thbt  is 
incident  to  all  profeffions  and  arts,  and  from  which  the' great  fa¬ 
culties  of  divinity,  phyfic,  and  law,  are  not  exempted.  Divinity, 
as  the  Jefuits  have  efpecially  proved,  draws  into  its  own  vortex 
sill  .things^  human  afid  divine;  phyfic,  las  we  hare  lately  feen, 
^8  occaiioii^  of  mixing  and  predomihating  in  political  intrigues ; 

‘and 
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and  law  attempt  not  only  to  control  our  acSlions,  but  to  put  an 
imprimatur  on  our  very  lips.  The  privilege  of  deciding  con¬ 
cerning  the  deportment  of  our  fellow-men  is  deemed  too  impor¬ 
tant  a  right  to  be  common  to  all  men,  and  to  lie  without  the 
cnclofure  of  the  law.  And,  as  the  doftrine  of  libels  is  vague 
and  indefinite,  it  refts  in  the  breads  of  judges  and  juries  to  con- 
ftrue  words,  hints,  (hrugs,  and  even  filence  itfelf,  into  a  libel; 
that  is,  into  an  attack,  right  or  wrong,  on  the  reputation  of  ano¬ 
ther  j  or,  an  obfervation,  juft  or  unjuft,  that  tends  to  leflen  it  in 
the  eye  of  the  world. — The  prefent  miniftry  have  fet  thcmfelves 
againft  the  freedom  of  the  prefs  with  peculiar  afperity.  It  is 
time  for  every  ^periodical  publication,  .monthly,  weekly,  and 
daily,  to  make  even  ftrong  protefts  againft  this  tyranny,  and  to 
dilfcminate  opinions,  the  fources  of  moral  events,  with  the  fame 
freedom  with  which  the  winds  and  waves,  under  the  influence  of 
heaven,  fcatter  the  feeds  of  vegetation. 

The  perilous  fituation  of  the 

KING  OF  SWEDEN 

interefts  all  neutral  nations.  The  fpirit  with  which  he  repelled 
the  national  and  perfonal  affronts  with  which  he  was  infulted  by 
his  neighbour  Catherine,  fo  much  fuperior  to  him  in  num¬ 
bers  and  power,  naturally  catches  the  affeftion,  and  excites  the 
admiration,  of  mankind.  Nothing  at  prefent  appears  to  remain 
to  his  Sw^ifti  majefty  but  to  feize  the  firft  fair  wind,  and  fight 
his  way  through  the  Ruffian  fleet.  It  was  impolitic,  as  we 
have  formerly  obferved,  to  attach  ourfelves  to  her  enemies, 
and  to  come  almoft  to  an  open  rupture  with  Ruffia.  But 
half-meafures  are  always  pernicious;  and,  now  that  we  have 
actually  exchanged  the  friendfhip  of  Ruffia  for  that  of  Sweden, 
Gustavus  is  by  all  means  to  be  fupported.  But  there  is  reafon 
to  hope  that  the  fafety  and  independence  of  Sweden,  as  well  as 
riie  rights  and  privileges  of  all  the  people  in  the  Auftrian  Ne¬ 
therlands,  will  foon  be  provided  for  by  a  general  pacification. 

^  TIPPOO  SAIB 

ftill  rages  in  India.  He  is  a  warrior  by  nature  and  by  habit, 
and  cannot  reft. 


To  Correspondents. 

Gentleman  "who  gaue  an  account  of  Mr.  Vince^/  look  having 
gone  for  a  Jhort  time  abroad  is  the  reafon  <why  the  assShor  hat  not  yet 
received  an  mnfwer  to  his  fecond  letter.  This  is  the  real  foie  of  the 
cafe.  But  if  Mr.  Vince  crofts  to  appeal  to  the  public  in  fome  ether 
n/oajt  ^e  can  have  no  oljeaion. 


-  ^ 

Comnusnications  for  The  English  Review  are  requefled  te 
ho  font  to  Mr.  Murray,  No.  je,  Flcct-ftrcct,  London;  vjbere  Suh^ 
Jailers  for  this  Monthly  Performance  are  refpeQfullj  defired  to  give  ite 
their  Names% 


